JOSEPH: THE AUTHORITY OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:22; Genesis 50:24-26
Nobody lives forever. Even the dreamer and the prophet die (Zechariah 1:5; Hebrews 9:27; Ecclesiastes 3:19; 12:7). There comes a time when our work on earth is done, when our pilgrimage on earth comes to an end and it is time to go to our reward.

For Joseph, this was the time. However, he exercised his faith one more time before packing up shop. He was so sure of God’s promises that he authoritatively commanded Israel to dig up his remains and carry it along when God visits them. He wanted to be a partaker of the Exodus whether alive or dead!

Joseph had enjoyed a good life but now assured the people that God has not forgotten them. The temporary, earthly preserver was dying but the eternal, heavenly Preserver is alive. The earthly, mortal saviour was departing but the heavenly, immortal Saviour will SURELY visit. The benevolent prime minister was giving up the ghost but the ever merciful KING lives forever more. What a contrast! What an assurance!!
CONFIRMATION OF THE FATHER’S PROMISE

Hebrews 11:22,13; Genesis 50:24; 15:13-16; 48:3,4,21; Romans 4:20,21; 1 Kings 8:56; Joshua 21:45; 23:14; 2 Corinthians 1:20.
God had already spoken to Abraham of the sojourn of his descendants in Egypt and their ultimate exodus after four hundred years (Genesis 15:13-16). Jacob had reiterated the same promise from God (Genesis 48:3,4,21).
Now Joseph on his dying bed confirmed the Father’s promise: “And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will SURELY visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which He sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob” (Genesis 50:24).

Joseph was one of the patriarchs who “died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them” (Hebrews 11:13).

He saw the promised land afar off. He was fully persuaded of God’s faithfulness to fulfil His word. He could confidently affirm, confirm, and reiterate God’s promise knowing that His promises are yea and amen! (Romans 4:20,21; 1 Kings 8:56; Joshua 21:45; 23:14; 2 Corinthians 1:20).

Are we fully persuaded of God’s promises? Do we embrace even the promises that are not likely to be fulfilled in our lifetime? Do we see God’s promises as sure word of prophecy or as fleeting words or as perishing bubbles?
COMMANDMENT OF THE FAITHFUL PATRIARCH

Hebrews 11:22,13-16; 13:14; ; Genesis 50:25; 41:39-44,55; Colossians 3:1,2; John 2:5; Matthew 28:18-20.
“and gave commandment concerning his bones” (Hebrews 11:22). “And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will SURELY visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence” (Genesis 50:25).

Joseph was fully persuaded of God’s faithfulness to keep His word. He knew that God cannot lie. He took an oath of Israel. An oath is binding and obligatory and has to be carried out whether convenient or not.

Joseph’s heart and affection were in the promised land. Even in death he wanted to rest in the promised land. Joseph’s prosperity and exalted position in Egypt did not make him to loose his sight and desire for the promised land. His affections were set on things above and not on things on the earth (Colossians 3:1,2; Hebrews 11:13-16; 13:14).

Has the prosperity and the opportunities God has given us on earth already making us to live like settlers and not like pilgrims on the earth? Has the good life we are enjoying made us to forget the hope of eternal life? Has our present comfort on earth made us to loose our passion for heaven?
To the people of Egypt, Joseph as the prime minister had been issuing commandments (Genesis 41:39-44,55). Now to the people of God, Joseph as a departing patriarch gave a commandment (Genesis 50:25). We have an heavenly Joseph as well! (John 2:5; Matthew 28:18-20).
CONSUMMATION OF THE FAITH PROCLAMATION

Hebrews 11:22; Genesis 50:24,25; Exodus 3:7-10; 5:1,2; 13:1-51; Isaiah 55:10,11; Ezekiel 12:23-25; Numbers 23:19-23.
Joseph’s confirmation of the Father’s promise was a proclamation of faith (Genesis 50:24,25; Hebrews 11:1). He has no way of ever finding out whether God fulfils it or not. It was a prophecy given by faith and as a result of his confidence in God’s ability and truthfulness.

In time, God did SURELY visit His people (Exodus 3:7-10). God raised up a deliverer for them in Moses who challenged the powers that be to let Israel go (Exodus 5:1,2). After a series of miracles of judgement upon Egypt, the oppressor’s grip was loosened and Israel came out of bondage (Exodus 13:1-51).
However, in their haste to leave Egypt and get out of bondage, they did not forget the oath they too with Joseph (Genesis 50:25). They dug up the bones of Joseph and carried them along with them in their journey (Exodus 13:19)

God kept His word (Isaiah 55:10,11; Ezekiel 12:23-25; Numbers 23:19-23). The proclamation of faith was fulfilled. The authority of faith was confirmed. The effectiveness of the word of faith was established. The power of the decree of faith was evident.

CLIMAX OF THE FAITH PROCESS

Hebrews 11:22; Genesis 50:24,25; Exodus 13:19; Acts 7:15,16; Joshua 24:32; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Chronicles 15:7.
The children of Israel dug up Joseph’s bones and possibly that of Jacob also (Exodus 13:19; Acts 7:15,16). They carried the bones during their forty years in the wilderness.
Despite many battles, innumerable challenges, Red Sea to cross, Jericho to confront etc., the bones were kept intact. They placed a great importance on it. They wanted to fulfil their part of the oath.

Following the many battles in Canaan and the division of the land, the bones of Joseph were finally laid to rest in the land of promise: “And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph” (Joshua 24:32).

The way was rough (Numbers 21:1-9), the problems were many – the bitter waters of Mara, the persecution of Balaam and Balak etc. Yet they held on tenaciously to the bones of Joseph.

Despite the troubles,trials, problems,persecution,lack,deprivation, etc., can you hold on tenaciously to your salvation? Can you be this determined not to loose your salvation irrespective of the situation just like Israel decided to hold on to Joseph’s bones irrespective of their situation?

