JESUS: THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH
Hebrews 12:1-3
Our study of faith has spanned many lives and several generations – from Abel to the prophets. Different aspects and exploits of faith have been highlighted. Notwithstanding the great exploits of faith experienced by the Old Testament faith worthies, the best is yet to come. This best has been reserved for us New Testament believers (Hebrews 11:39,40).

The manifestation of faith commences with God’s creative faith (Hebrews 11:3) and it culminates in Christ’s life and ministry (Hebrews 12:2,3).

Christ is the embodiment of faith. He manifested faith in a perfect way without any shortcomings. To look unto Him is to be on the pathway to developing triumphant faith. Jesus is indeed:
· The Author and Finisher of our faith

· The Anchor and Fortifier of our faith

· The Aim and Focus of our faith
PRIMARY AUTHOR OF OUR FAITH

Romans 10:17; Galatians 3:2,5; Acts 14:7-10; 27:25; 2 Corinthians 5:7; 4:13; James 5:13-16; Hebrews 10:38; Romans 4:17-21: Genesis 1:1-3.

Scriptural faith is rooted in Christ. Faith is possible because of calvary. True faith starts at conversion. The beginning of all faith is saving faith. Other forms of faith are founded on saving faith just as the stem gives rise to the branches.

Christ is the primary author of faith. This basic faith can then be developed with the aid of secondary instruments – feeding on the word ((Romans 10:17; Galatians 3:2,5; Acts 14:7-10) and exercising the God-given faith (2 Corinthians 5:7; 4:13; James 5:13-16; Hebrews 10:38; Acts 27:25; Romans 4:17-21: Genesis 1:1-3).
Receiving the LIVING word gives birth to faith. Hearing, reading, studying, memorizing and meditating on the WRITTEN word develops faith.

PRUDENT AIM AND FOCUS

Matthew 14:28-32; Psalm 73:2,3,12-17; Hebrews 6:12; Colossians 3:1,2; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18; 5:1; John 14:1-3.
We are enjoined to look unto Jesus because He only is the Author and Finisher of our faith. The heroes of faith are only examples of faith. They are the great cloud of witnesses that show us what faith can accomplish in the life of men and women (Hebrews 11:1-40).
There are many things that can be the focus of our attention:

(1) Looking at the storms will only make us to sink (Matthew 14:28-32).

(2) Looking at sinners can only bring consternation and confusion (Psalm 73:2,3,12-17).

(3) Looking at men (even the best of men) can only bring disappointment and dismay.

As great as the heroes of faith are, we are not told to look unto any of them. We can follow their example (Hebrews 6:12) but Christ alone is to be our aim and focus.

Focusing on the physical and not the spiritual will always bring dissatisfaction and frustration (Colossians 3:1,2). Focusing on the temporal and not the eternal can only make us to faint and be weary (2 Corinthians 4:16-18; 5:1; John 14:1-3).

PRESCRIBED ANTIDOTES AGAINST FAINTING

Proverbs 13:12; 24:10; Galatians 6:9,10; 1 Kings 19:1-14; Judges 8:1-5; 15:18,19; Hebrews 11:1-40; 12:1-3.
The battle is tough and energy sapping, the spiritual journey is long and winding, the pursuit often times elusive. Hope delayed can make the heart to be sick and to sink. Weariness and fainting can set in as we continue in the life of faith (Proverbs 13:12; 24:10; Galatians 6:9,10; 1 Kings 19:1-14; Judges 8:1-5; 15:18,19).

However we have in these verses the prescribed antidotes against fainting:

(1) The examples of the heroes of faith, men and women of like passions who nevertheless triumphed by faith will gear us on (Hebrews 11:1-40)

(2) The encouragement from these onlooking great cloud of witnesses seated in the gallery will keep us from giving up (Hebrews 12:1)

(3) Dropping excessive weight and laying aside easily besetting sins will keep us lighter in the race thereby reducing the drag

(4) Finally looking unto Christ’s triumphant example will keep us from growing weary, getting tired and fainting (Hebrews 12:3).

PERFECT ANCHOR AND FINISHER

Hebrews 12:2,3; 13:21; 7:19; Galatians 3:2,3; Revelation 1:8,11; 21:6; 22:13; 1 Thessalonians 3:10; Colossians 1:28; 4:12.
Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, the First and the Last, the Author and Finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2,3; Revelation 1:8,11; 21:6; 22:13). It is possible to start in the Spirit and to end in the flesh. It is possible for faith to start in Christ and yet not finish in Christ. This kind of faith becomes impotent, ineffective and useless (Galatians 3:2,3).
Christ is the perfect anchor for our faith. The faith that is anchored to Christ the Solid Rock will not drift. It will stand the test of time and the turbulence of spiritual storms and the heat of spiritual battles.

We grow and mature in our faith. The Lord Jesus is the ultimate perfecter and finisher of our faith (Hebrews 13:21; 7:19; 1 Thessalonians 3:10; Colossians 1:28; 4:12).

