JEPHTHAH: THE RUGGEDNESS OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:32
Jephthah’s birth was dishonourable, his circumstances were disadvantageous yet his faith paved a way for him and brought him to eminence and dominion.

Jephthah refused to give up on life and life consequently did not give up on him. He didn’t allow family rejection and societal persecution to cripple his life. He rose up in faith to build a future for himself.

No circumstance however bad, sad, mad and hard can keep a man of rugged faith down. His faith will bulldoze a way in the wilderness and create rivers in the desert. He will rise from obscurity to prominence, from a nobody to a somebody, from a zero to a hero. Jephthah’s journey took this path.

GRACE OF OUR JUSTIFYING FATHER

Judges 11:1,2; Deuteronomy 23:2,3; Zechariah 9:6; Hebrews 12:8; 11:31,32; Joshua 6:17,21-25; Ruth 1:1-10; 4:1-13; Ephesians 2:11-19; 1:11,14; 5:5; Colossians 2:13,14; Acts 26:18; 20:32.
Jephthah was born a bastard, the outcome of an unholy relationship between Gilead and an harlot (Judges 11:1,2). A bastard is not regarded as a proper son (Hebrews 12:8) and such were meant to be outside the community of God’s people. The Mosaic law excludes such from the congregation of the Lord (Deuteronomy 23:2; Zechariah 9:6).
Here we see the grace of our justifying Father. Grace brought Jephthah into the community of God’s people. Grace cancelled the handwriting of the Mosaic law against him. Grace gave him an inheritance among the saints and made him to be a partaker of the covenants of promise (Ephesians 2:11-19; 1:11,14; 5:5; Colossians 2:13,14; Acts 26:18; 20:32).
Amazing grace not only brought Jephthah in as a member in God’s congregation but lo and behold as a deliverer and judge. Oh what mighty things the grace of God can accomplish.

When God justifies, nobody can lay anything to the charge of God’s elect (Romans 8:33,34). God’s grace has justified and brought in the unworthy and unqualified in other eras. Ruth (Ruth 1:1-10; 4:1-13; Deuteronomy 23:3) and Rahab (Joshua 6:17,21-25; Hebrews 11:31).

God calls the lowly, unrecognized, uneducated and despised to show the greatness of His grace and the transforming power of His love (1 Corinthians 1:26-29).
GENUINENESS OF JEPHTHAH’S FOCUS

Judges 11:4-10; Proverbs 13:11; 22:29; Genesis 41:51,52; Philippians 3:13,14; Galatians 6:17; John 9:4; 1 Kings 20:39,40; Hebrews 12:1-4.
Although Jephthah’s birth was dishonourable, he decided to make his life count. He was not responsible for the circumstances of his birth but he didn’t allow it to ruin the rest of his life.

Denied the comfort of home, parental upbringing and training, he gathered other societal rejects and nobodies around him (Judges 11:2,3). He assumed leadership over these people, trained them until they became a force to reckon with. When Israel needed military help and intervention, they came begging at Jephthah’s doorstep (Judges 11:4-10).

Even if life has dealt us a bad hand, we can through our own efforts, perseverance, focus and training become a felt need or necessity in the community. We can by dint of hard labour and focus become a person to reckon with. We can transform ourselves from useless nobodies to useful somebodies, from worthless rejects to worthy reformers.

Are you focused? How genuine is your desire to compensate for life’s disadvantages that plague you? (Proverbs 13:11; 22:29).

GROUND FOR JUSTIFIED FIGHT

Judges 11:12-28; 1 Samuel 17:1; 1 Kings 20:1-30; Ephesians 6:11-18; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:7.
We are meant to be peace lovers and peacemakers as children of God (Matthew 5:9; Hebrews 12:14; 2 Timothy 2:22; 1 Thessalonians 5:13; Colossians 3:15). We do not fight with people. However there are grounds for a justified fight.
God does not expect us to make peace with the Devil. Therefore we wrestle against principalities and powers (Ephesians 6:11-18; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

When the enemy infringes on our territory and is intent in taking it over, there is a scriptural basis and ground for a justified fight (Judges 11:12-28; 1 Samuel 17:1; 1 Kings 20:1-30).

Jephthah sent to the enemy to desist from wanting to fight because there is no valid reason for it. But the enemy will not agree.

GREATNESS OF JEPHTHAH’S FAITH

Judges 11:9,29-33; Hebrews 11:31,32; Matthew 8:5-10; 15:22-28; Mark 5:25-34; 7:24-30; Luke 7:1-9; Joshua 2:9-13; 
Jephthah initially consented to go with the elders of Israel because he believed that God will give him the victory (Judges 11:9). The moment God’s Spirit empowered him for service, he went into action by faith (Judges 11:29-33).

He vowed unto the Lord in expectation of victory. His faith galvanized him to action. With only a handful of men, Jephthah decided to confront a formidable enemy. Here we see the greatness of his faith.

Outsiders have a way of manifesting great faith (Matthew 8:5-10; 15:22-28; Mark 5:25-34; 7:24-30; Luke 7:1-9; Joshua 2:9-13; Hebrews 11:31).

GLORY OF JEPHTHAH’S FAITHFULNESS

Judges 11:34-40; Psalm 15:4; 12:1; Proverbs 20:6; Luke 18:8; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; Ecclesiastes 5:4,5.
Jephthah made a vow unto the Lord (Judges 11:30,31). The way the vow turned out made it difficult and painful to fulfil but Jephthah kept to his vow by keeping the daughter in continual, perpetual virginity unto the Lord (Judges 11:34-40).
He swore to his own hurt and didn’t change (Psalm 15:4). He was faithful to his word just as God has been faithful to grant him victory.

Faithful men are few and far between in this era (Proverbs 20:6). However, God is calling us to faithfulness and commitment like Jephthah. How glorious it is when we find faithful men who keep to their commitment even in adverse circumstances.
