JACOB: THE PROPHETIC NATURE OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:21; Genesis 48:8-22

The scripture portrays the DYING faith of Isaac, Jacob and Joseph in verses 20 to 22 of Hebrews 11. The common thing in them all is that their faith was dynamic. Isaac’s dying faith triumphed over carnal affections and preference to give the blessing to Jacob, Jacob’s dying faith triumphed over the interference of man (Joseph) in giving the greater blessing to Ephraim the younger and Joseph’s dying faith exalted the promised land above Egypt and the world as well as the welfare of God’s people above personal enjoyment.
In this study, we encounter the prophetic nature of faith. The declarations of Jacob affected the destinies of these two individuals and the tribes that eventually sprang from them.

Joseph inherited the double portion and acquired the birthright that was Reuben’s (Genesis 48:21,22; 49:3-4; 1 Chronicles 5:1,2).

HUMAN ARRANGEMENT AND REASON

Genesis 48:8-14; Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13; Luke 18:15; Numbers 27:18-23; Deuteronomy 34:9; Acts 6:1-6; 8:14-20; 9:17; 13:13; 19:1-6; 28:8; 1 Timothy 4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6.
Laying on of hands is an accepted way of imparting blessings (Genesis 48:14; Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13; Luke 18:15; Numbers 27:18-23; Deuteronomy 34:9; Acts 6:1-6; 8:14-20; 9:17; 13:13; 19:1-6; 28:8; 1 Timothy 4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6). To the Hebrews, the RIGHT hand is used to pass on the greater blessing (Genesis 48:17,18).

When Joseph presented his sons to Jacob his father for blessing, he arranged them in a such a way that Manasseh was placed at Jacob’s RIGHT hand being the FIRST born (the elder) and Ephraim was placed at Jacob’s LEFT hand being the SECOND born (the younger) (Genesis 48:8-13).

HEAVEN’S PERFORMANCE AND REFUSAL

Genesis 48:14,17-19; 25:23; 27:1-4,29,40; Isaiah 55:8,9; 40:28; 1 Samuel 16:1-23; Malachi 1:2,3; 2 Samuel 7:1-17.
Even though Jacob was almost or totally blind at this time (Genesis 48:10), his eyes of faith were still sharp and his spiritual insight without question.
Jacob crossed his hands to bless the sons of Joseph putting his RIGHT hand on Ephraim who is the YOUNGER and his LEFT hand on Manasseh who is the ELDER (Genesis 48:14). 

Joseph thought that Jacob his father had made a mistake. What Jacob did displeased Joseph and he wanted to reverse the placement of the hands (Genesis 48:17). Joseph even counseled his father to put his right hand on Manasseh (Genesis 48:18).

“And his father REFUSED, and said, I know it, my son, I know it … but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations” (Genesis 48:19).

Jacob was divinely guided to do what he did: “guiding his hands wittingly” (Genesis 48:14). Jacob knowingly and deliberately did what he did as led by the Holy Spirit (Genesis 48:19).

God’s ways are often not man’s ways. God’s ways and God’s thoughts are higher than ours (Isaiah 55:8,9).
It was Isaac’s desire to pass on the greater blessing to Esau but God’s plan was for the elder to serve the younger (Genesis 25:23; 27:1-4,29,40).

Samuel almost anointed one of David’s seven brothers but David was God’s choice for the throne (1 Samuel 16:1-23).

David intended to built a house for the Lord. Although it looked good to the prophet, however God rejected the idea (2 Samuel 7:1-17). It is not every good idea that is directly from God.
HISTORIC PROPHECY AND REVELATION

Genesis 48:19,20; 25:23; 27:1-4,29,40; Numbers 1:32-33; 2:18-20; Deuteronomy 33:1-7; Isaiah 55:10,11; 1 Kings 8:56.
Jacob blessed Joseph and both sons of Joseph (Genesis 48:15,16). However the greater blessing was given to Ephraim as ordained by God: “and he set Ephraim before Manasseh” (Genesis 48:19,20).

The tribe of Ephraim ultimately became the greater in number, power and dignity (Numbers 1:32-33; 2:18-20; Deuteronomy 33:1-7).

“In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh” (Genesis 48:20). Ephraim and Manasseh were to be so prospered that everybody will want to be like them. They were to be synonymous with blessings and they were to be God’s standard of measure concerning blessings in Israel. What a historic prophecy and revelation.

May God make each and every one of us appoint of reference concerning scriptural blessings so that in us shall people bless saying God make thee as so-and-so.

HAPPY PASSING AND REJOICING
Hebrews 11:21,13,22; Genesis 48:8-11; Luke 2:25-38; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 2 Peter 1:13-15; Acts 7:59,60.
“By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff” (Hebrews 11:21). Jacob lived by faith and died in faith. His passing was a happy one. He had not expected to see Joseph again talk less of seeing Joseph’s children. But now God did much more for him and surpassed his expectations (Genesis 48:8-11).

He worshipped! What a happy ending on earth to a turbulent and challenging pilgrimage (Genesis 47:8,9).
Others having come to the end of their spiritual pilgrimages have gone in similar fashion (Luke 2:25-38; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 2 Peter 1:13-15).
