IT IS WRITTEN
Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13

Many books have been written and many words have been penned down. Many are admired, read, recited by one generation only for another generation to uncover its weaknesses and underlying fallacies.

However, God’s word is the absolute truth. It is the unchanging truth that continues to change men. It is the timeless word that transforms men. It is the eternal truth that sets men free and breaks the backbone of the Devil.

There is power in the tongue of the believer when filled with God’s word. “It is written” is our passport to victory. “It is written” is the path to dominion. “It is written” is the surest way to triumph over every strategy of Satan.

Satan does not like it. Satan cannot stand it. Satan cannot answer it. Declare it in every nook and corner. Shout it on housetops. Sing it on the mountain as well as in the valley. Let the earth ring with it: IT IS WRITTEN!.

CONFRONTATION BY SATAN

Matthew 4:1-11; 12:43-45; Luke 4:1-13; James 1:14,15; Ephesians 6:12-16; 4:27; 1 Samuel 17:1-8; Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7; Genesis 3:1; 
Satan is an aggressive enemy. He is proactive with his activities. The enemy like the Philistines will always want to confront and defy us, to bring the battle to our doorstep. He comes unbidden and uninvited (1 Samuel 17:1-8). Even when you have not deliberately given Satan a space, he tries to forcefully create a space for himself (Matthew 12:43-45; Ephesians 4:27).

Jesus did not invite Satan. It is recorded: “And when the tempter CAME to Him” (Matthew 4:3). When the sons of God went to present themselves to God, Satan though uninvited came among them (Job 1:6; 2:1). When queried by God, his reply was that of an arrogant, rebellious person who considers it his lot to be lawless and answerable to nobody (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7)
The Devil will give his counsel and opinion even if not asked. He will preach his own sermon even if we don’t give him an audience. Without invitation, he came to speak to Eve (Genesis 3:1). Without invitation, he came to speak to Jesus (Luke 4:3).
The Devil has wares to peddle and he will want to force and dump them on us. He has darts to shoot and he will like to make us his target whether we like it or not. He has temptations to put across to people and anybody can be a victim whether he likes it or not. Every saint is a potential target of Satan (Ephesians 6:12-16; Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; James 1:14,15).
We are soldiers in the Lord’s army. We must be ready at any time for a confrontation with the Devil. We must be ready for a showdown with the Devil (2 Timothy 2:1-4; Ephesians 6:16; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5).

CONFESSION OF THE SAINT

Matthew 4:4,7,10; Luke 4:4,8,12; Isaiah 55:10,11; Ezekiel 12:25; Jeremiah 23:29; Revelation 12:10,11; Hebrews 4:12.
“But He answered and said, It is written …” (Matthew 4:4). “Jesus said unto him, It is written AGAIN …” (Matthew 4:7). “Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for It is written …” (Matthew 4:10).

We should never give place to the Devil (Ephesians 4:27; Galatians 2:4,5). Never have a conference with the Devil like Eve (Genesis 3:1-6). This is the path to ruin. Rebuke and resist the Devil. Get thee behind me Satan!!
We should never meet the Devil on our own terms or resist him with our own strength and language. Always confront the Devil in the strength of the Lord and resist him with the word of God. “It is written ” is a tool that the Devil has no power against and no answer to. It undermines his kingdom, destroys his strategies, frustrates his lies and cancels his errors.

Let that be your confession: “It is written” (Matthew 4:4,7,10). God’s word never returns to him void. It accomplishes its intended purpose (Isaiah 55:10,11; Ezekiel 12:25). It is fire that burns up every satanic chaff (Jeremiah 23:29). It is hammer that breaks down satanic strongholds (Jeremiah 23:29). God’s word is quick and powerful and sharper than two-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12). We can overcome the Devil by the word of our testimony (Revelation 12:10,11).
CONQUEST OF SATAN

Matthew 4:10,11; 16:23; Luke 4:8,13; 1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7; Revelation 12:3-11; John 12:31; Ephesians 6:11,16
“Then the Devil leaveth Him” (Matthew 4:11). Whether we invite the Devil or not, he will come even if as an unwelcome guest (Matthew 4:3). The Devil is walking to and fro the earth seeking for people to devour (Job 1:6-22; 2:1-8; 1 Peter 5:8).

The only treatment the Devil deserves is to resist him, reject his visitation. He needs to be told that his visit and stay are unwelcome. Resist him and he will flee! (1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7).

“Get thee behind me, Satan” is the only language that Satan understands (Matthew 4:10; 16:23; Luke 4:8). When this is done, he leaves (Matthew 4:10,11; Luke 4:8,13; James 4:7; Ephesians 6:16; 1 Peter 5:9).

When Satan was resisted in heaven, he admitted defeat and fled. He was cast out of heaven. If we resist him on earth, he has no other option but to accept defeat and flee. Now shall the prince of this world be cast out! (Revelation 12:3-11; John 12:31).

COMPANIONSHIP OF THE SPIRIT

Matthew 4:11; 6:24; 12:30,43-45; 1 Kings 18:21; 1 Samuel 16:14,15,23; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; James 1:12; Romans 8:26.
“Then the Devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto Him” (Matthew 4:11).
No man is a spiritual vacuum (Matthew 12:43-45). We are either for God or for Satan. We cannot serve both at the same time. We cannot be on neutral ground halting between two opinions (Matthew 6:24; 12:30; James 4:4; 1 Kings 18:21).

When God’s Holy Spirit left Saul, demons took over (1 Samuel 16:14,15,23). When Satan left Jesus, angels came and ministered unto Him (Matthew 4:11).

The comfort and the companionship of the Holy Spirit is one of the benefits of overcoming temptation (Matthew 4:1; James 1:12).
