INCREASE OUR FAITH

Luke 17:5

Though the instance in which the apostles’ prayer  “increase our faith” was not in connection with healing, miracles or exercising dominion, but the prayer holds true in this respect as well.

The Lord had been teaching on the consequences of our sins on others. It were better one was unborn or drowned than to constitute an offence or a stumbling block for the little ones desiring to enter the kingdom of God. This also led to the teaching on the necessity of forgiveness.

The difficulty which especially the case of forgiveness entails considering the natural disposition of man is what elicited this request from the disciples: “And the APOSTLES said unto the Lord, increase our faith” (Luke 17:5). They were essentially asking the Lord to give them such an increased measure of faith as would enable them to do their duty more acceptably, better and responsibly. It takes faith to live the way God wants us to live. The only way that the just can live in order to please God and be victorious is by faith. We walk by faith and not by sight (Hebrews 11:6; 2 Corinthians 5:7; Habakkuk 2:4; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38; Romans 1:17).

If the apostles wanted an increase in their faith, can we ask for anything less today? Are we not lacking in the kind of full, strong, stable, steadfast faith that brings dominion, obtains the victory, subdues kingdoms, wroughts righteousness, endures persecution, etc. (Hebrews 11:33-39).

We need to have the assurance that our faith can be increased (2 Corinthians 10:15) and can have an exceedingly growing faith (2 Thessalonians 1:3).

AUTHOR AND FINISHER

Luke 17:5,6; Hebrews 12:2; Romans 12:3,6-8; 10:17; 1 Peter 4:11; 2 Corinthians 10:13-18; 1 Corinthians 7:17.

There is no better person to direct such a prayer or request than the Lord Himself. There is no other source of faith to look up to than our Master and Lord. The scripture enjoins us “Looking unto Jesus the AUTHOR and FINISHER of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). He is the author and perfecter of our faith. He is the captain and completer of our faith. He is the leader of our faith. The fulness and glory of faith finds its fulfilment in Him. He manifested faith without any unbelief. His was a perfect, confident faith.

This request of the disciples did not go unheard, it was not ignored. The Lord paid attention to their request and His verbal response is found in the next verse. His ears are not heavy that He cannot hear us (Isaiah 59:1). He hears and responds.

He is the LIVING WORD that deals to EVERY MAN a measure of faith (Romans 12:3,6-8; 1 Peter 4:11; 2 Corinthians 10:13-18; 1 Corinthians 7:17) and has given to us to the WRITTEN WORD through which we can develop faith (Romans 10:17).

ACQUISITION OF FAITH

Hebrews 12:2; Romans 12:3,6-8; 10:17; 1 Corinthians 12:8-11; Acts 14:7-10; 2 Chronicles 20:13-20

The prayer “increase our faith” already presupposes that you have faith. You cannot increase or grow what you do not have. How then can we acquire faith?

(1) The Lord is the author and finisher of our faith

Everybody starts on level zero as far as spiritual faith is concerned. The Lord grants us saving faith at salvation. He is the source and author of faith, the finisher and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). The Lord has dealt to EVERY MAN the measure of faith (Romans 12:3). He expects us to therefore serve Him according to this measure and proportion of faith in whatever capacity He places us (Romans 12:6-8).

(2) The scripture also is the source of faith

Just as unbelief, doubt and fear comes by hearing the paralysing, intimidating words of men, faith comes by hearing the encouraging, challenging, hope-inspiring, confidence-building words of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 14:7-10; 2 Chronicles 20:13-20). Believing is impossible without hearing (Romans 10:14).

(3) The gift of faith imparted by the Holy Spirit

The gift of faith is one of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:8-11). This is a supernatural impartation of faith for a specific assignment. It is the ultimate in faith.

ARMOUR FOR THE FRONTLINE

Ephesians 6:11,16; 1 Peter 5:9,8; James 4:7; 2:17,20,26; 1 John 5:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:8; Hebrews 11:33-39.

Faith is not a flower for decorating the house or an object to be kept on the shelf. It is an armour for the frontline. The shield of faith is part of the whole armour of God. We are enjoined to “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil … ABOVE ALL, taking the shield of faith, WHEREWITH YE SHALL BE ABLE TO QUENCH ALL THE FIERY DARTS OF THE WICKED” (Ephesians 6:11,16).

The fiery dart is a kind of combustible arrowhead thrown like a missile, javeline, spear, arrow or stone from a sling that sets fire to the fortifications, ships, houses and even shields of the enemy made of wood and leather. To quench these fiery darts, shields were covered with metal. In christian warfare (or spiritual warfare), the fiery darts of the devil refer to evil thoughts, lusts, passions, and temptations of various kinds which the devil throws at believers (1 Corinthians 10:13,14; 2 Corinthians 10:4-6; James 1:13-15; Romans 6:12; 1 John 2:15-17).

The shield of faith is an indispensable armour for the frontline in spiritual warfare. We can only quench the fiery darts of the enemy through the shield of faith.

In the battle against the devil, we are to “resist steadfast in the faith” to win the victory over the wicked adversary posing like a roaring lion (1 Peter 5:9,8; James 4:7). It is our faith that brings us the victory (1 John 5:4). Put your faith in action. Faith without corresponding action is dead (James 2:17,20,26).

In spiritual battles and warfare, there are kingdoms to be subdued, promises to claim, mouths of lions to stop, etc., faith will help us to achieve all these and more (Hebrews 11:33-39). Faith is an effective armour for the battle frontline.

