INCREASE OUR FAITH II

Luke 17:5

Faith is foundational for victorious christian living. We cannot afford to live without faith. To live without faith is to perish from the fiery darts of the devil. To live without faith is to have no possibility of fellowshipping with and pleasing God.

Faith is the key to life and dominion. It is the channel of God’s possibilities. It is through it we can obtain promises, subdue kingdoms, establish God’s rule and reign on the earth, extend the borders of Christ’s kingdom and exalt the Lord. Faith is our key to obtaining an inheritance in Canaan. The unbelieving always perish in the wilderness but faith will keep us alive until God has fulfilled His promises concerning us and perfected that which concerns us (Psalm 138:8). Faith is the gateway into christian experiences – salvation, sanctification, Holy Spirit baptism, manifestation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. It is the backbone of a successful, dynamic ministry where exploits are done for the Lord.

If faith is this important, can we do any different than to pray unto the Lord like the apostles, “increase our faith”?

ASSET FROM THE FATHER

Habakkuk 2:4; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38; 11:1,6; Romans 1:17; 10:17; 12:3,6-8; James 2:17,20,26; 1 Peter 4:11; 1 Corinthians 7:17; 2 Corinthians 10:13-18.

Doubt and unbelief will always be liabilities to their possessors but faith is always an ASSET, an appreciating asset at that. The just cannot afford to live by any other thing apart from their faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38; Romans 1:17). Faith is the believer’s main asset without which it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6). Faith is a reality, a tangible asset for it “is the SUBSTANCE of things hoped for, the EVIDENCE of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). The measure and proportion of faith that God has dealt to you is a tangible asset (Romans 12:3,6-8). Faith is the spiritual ABILITY to trust God and His word and this ability is given by God (1 Peter 4:11; 1 Corinthians 7:17; 2 Corinthians 10:13-18). 

Though faith is an armour for the frontline, it is also an asset as well that ought to be appreciating. It is a weapon that we ought to develop.

The world is never static with their weapons of warfare. There is progress and development. The world has gone from the primitive club and arrows to guns, jet bombers, automatic missiles and even more sophisticated biological weapons. Develop your shield of faith until it becomes a more powerful armour and a very valuable asset.

Faith grows by feeding – feeding on God’s word. Develop your faith, grow and increase it by reading, hearing, memorizing, meditating and studying the word of God (Romans 10:17).

Faith is an appreciating asset that grows bigger and stronger with usage and time. Put your faith to action. Put your faith in the Lord’s service. Never let it be written concerning your faith “out of service”. Faith without corresponding action is dead (James 2:17,20,26).

Faith is the believer’s heritage – an inheritance from the Father, an inheritance among the saints. We must safeguard this asset from depreciating and deteriorating. We need to keep it in use and appreciating.

ABIDING IN FAITHFULNESS

Galatians 5:6; 1 Corinthians 13:2; 1 Timothy 1:5,19; 2 Timothy 1:5; 1 John 3:20-22; 4:8; James 1:5-8.

A heart of holiness and love is the soil where unfeigned (sincere, pure, unadulterated) faith grows. Ours is a “faith that worketh by love” (Galatians 5:6).

A mountain-moving faith that does not have its foundation in love (charity) is of no use (1 Corinthians 13:2).

There is the necessity of faithfulness in our christian walk – walking in righteousness and love, holding a good conscience. Faith that neglects a good conscience will ultimately be shipwrecked (1 Timothy 1:19). A condemned and guilty heart cannot have the confidence and the courage of faith (1 John 3:20-22).

Double-mindedness brings instability and destroys faith (James 1:5-8). The double-minded are commanded to purify their hearts  (James 4:8). This is so that faith can take root. Fear brings torment but faith brings peace. The presence of fear always excludes faith. However perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4:18).

Holiness and love provide the perfect environment for faith to take root and grow. The former eliminates double-mindedness, the latter flushes out fear. Faith then dominates the heart and the fruit of faith manifests itself in victorious christian living.

ALTITUDE IN FAITH

1 Corinthians 12:9,11; 7:17; 4:7; 1 Kings 17:4-16; Daniel 3:20-26; 6:16-23; 1 Peter 4:10

The gift of faith is the altitude and the ultimate in faith. It is one of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit. It is a supernatural impartation of faith for a specific assignment (1 Corinthians 12:9).

This kind of faith will shake even hell to its very foundations. This faith always achieves the incredible. It is faith to believe God for the impossible in the midst of danger: possible death from famine if the ravens fail to bring food or if the meal is not multiplied in Elijah’s case (1 Kings 17:4-16), possible death from devouring by lions in the den if supernatural protection by the angels of God does not materialise for Daniel or burning to death if supernatural protection was not given to the three Hebrew children (Daniel 3:20-26; 6:16-23). This gift of faith enables God to work for us rather than through us and because of this has no limitations!

This is a gift, a divine impartation and it can be mature and fully operative in those baptised in the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11; 7:17; 4:7; 1 Peter 4:10).

