HEWING DOWN UNFRUITFUL TREES

Matthew 3:10; 7:19; 15:13; Luke 3:9

Unfruitful trees have a way of cumbering the ground and occupying space for nothing (Luke 13:6-9). We might be better off to uproot such trees and plant fruitful trees in the space created by their removal.

Hewing down unfruitful trees is a Holy Ghost task appointed for the serious believer (Matthew 3:10; Luke 3:9). We must not spare any of the unfruitful trees. EVERY tree that bringeth not forth good fruit must be hewed down. We must not rest content until the last of such trees have been felled and its relevant roots destroyed. We must not rest until the last of the giants have been eliminated (2 Samuel 21:15-22). Though faint we must still pursue until the kings of the enemy have been completely subdued and executed (Judges 8:1-5,12,21).
TOOL FOR FULL REMOVAL

Matthew 3:10; 7:9; 15:13; Luke 3:9; Jeremiah 51:20-23; 10:3; 46:22,23; Deuteronomy 19:5; 20:19; Judges 9:48,49; 2 Kings 6:4-7; Psalm 74:5,6.
“And NOW also the AXE is laid unto the root of the trees” (Matthew 3:10; Luke 3:9).

Trees are not grass with fickle roots. They are well established and rooted. For this reason the tool for dealing with them need to match their status and nature. It is not a knife that will be laid to the roots of the trees but an axe. An axe constituted the best tool for dealing with trees in ancient times – either for cutting down the branches, the stem or entirely destroying the root of the tree (Deuteronomy 19:5; 20:19; Judges 9:48,49; 2 Kings 6:4-7; Jeremiah 10:3; 46:22; ,23; Psalm 74:5,6).
In fact it has to be the battle axe that does irreparable damage to the roots of the trees (Jeremiah 51:20-23). It has to be the axe of the Holy Ghost that uproots without leaving any traces ().

What is needed at this end time is the bulldozer of the Holy Ghost that completely removes every unprofitable root. We must not be satisfied with partial removal, it is total eradication of unprofitable roots.

TARGETING THE FOUNDATIONAL ROOT

Matthew 3:10; 7:19; 15:13; Luke 3:9; Ephesians 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ezekiel 26:9; Jeremiah 1:10; Ecclesiastes 10:10; 1 Samuel 13:20,21.
“And now also the axe is laid unto the ROOT of the trees” (Matthew 3:10; Luke 3:9).

Many believers have been defeated in their lives because they fell short of hitting the target. They direct their axe at the shoots and branches rather than the root of the unprofitable tree. They cut the branches and in time the tree grows again, the problem subsides only to resurface again. Recurrent and stubborn problems that subside only to resurface is as a result of cutting the branches rather than uprooting the root. Problems that are resistant to prayer are so because the axe has not been laid to the root of the problems.

We must target the foundational root and this strategy has never failed and will never fail to achieve results. Let your prayers be well directed, well targeted and focused.

Don’t focus on flesh and blood, fight principalities and powers behind their operations. When we deal with unprofitable root, the tree ceases to exist (Ephesians 6:12).

There are times when satanic strongholds have been erected in a person’s life. We can use the axe of the Holy Ghost to break down such towers and destroy the foundational root (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ezekiel 26:9; Jeremiah 1:10).
Blunt tools are never effective. There is the necessity of sharpening the tool (Ecclesiastes 10:10). We need to sharpen our axe for effective warfare (1 Samuel 13:20,21). To bring a blunt axe to confront a stubborn root is to waste valuable time and effort.

TRIUMPHING BY THE FATHER’S REVELATION

Luke 3:9; Matthew 3:10; 7:19; 15:13; Deuteronomy 20:19,20; 1 Kings 20:1,30-34,42; 2 Kings 6:8-33; 1 Samuel 15:3,9; 2 Samuel 1:1-16; Joshua 9:1-27; 7:1-6.
It is not just every tree that we are targeting to bring down but “every tree therefore which BRINGETH NOT FORTH GOOD FRUIT is hewn down, and cast into the fire” (Luke 3:9).
Even in ancient warfare, useful, edible trees are to be preserved whilst useless trees were allowed to be eliminated (Deuteronomy 20:19,20).

We need the Father’s revelation to know the trees that need to be uprooted. There are trees we may overlook because we don’t think they are harmful but God may show us otherwise. The Gibeon that we ignore may end up deceiving us. The Ai that we belittle may deal us a deadly blow (Joshua 9:1-27; 7:1-6). The Amalekites we allow to escape our destroying axe may end up sealing our doom (1 Samuel 15:3,9; 2 Samuel 1:1-16). The Benhadad that we refuse to utterly uproot and destroy will later become a terror in our life (1 Kings 20:1,30-34,42; 2 Kings 6:8-33).
