GOD’S REVELATION OF THE FUTURE

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace,

and not of evil, to give you an expected end” (Jeremiah 29:11).

God has a glorious future in sight for us, an expected end, and a resounding hope. The past might be a story told, the future can yet be written in gold. The most important thing is what God thinks of your future. Even if the enemy decides to try to kill you so that God’s will and plan for your life will never materialise, God will preserve you alive, prepare a table before you in the very presence of that enemy (Psalm 23:5). The very case of Joseph confirms this (Genesis 37:5-11,19,20; 42:9,10; 43:28).

Your present circumstances need not dictate the pattern of your future, allow the counsel of the Lord concerning your future to stand. Today may resemble struggling in Egypt, tomorrow can be spent enjoying the fruits of Canaan. Today may speak of want and lack, God wants to set you in a large place and prepare a table before you. Are you ready to receive God’s mind concerning your future? Today can be the beginning of a glorious God-given future for you.

REVELATION OF THE GLORIOUS FUTURE

Jeremiah 29:11; Genesis 15:13-16; 37:5-11,19,20; 42:9,10; 43:28; 1 Kings 13:1-5; Judges 13:3-5,24,25; 14:4,19; 15:3-16; 16:27,30; Isaiah 55:10,11.

God revealed to Abraham what the future held for his descendants (Genesis 15:13-16). God promised that Abraham will die a peaceful death in good old age and this He wonderfully fulfilled (Genesis 15:15; 25:7-11,17). The God who has fulfilled the present promise of a peaceful death in a good old age will fulfil the promise to Abraham’s descendants which is still 400 years ahead. The present faithfulness of the Lord is a token and a foretaste of His future faithfulness. God can be relied upon.

God revealed what the future held for the city of Bethel. The present miracle of rent altar and poured out ashes is meant to serve as an evidence that what God has declared, He will do (1 Kings 13:1-5). Though the prophecy will not be fulfilled until 300 years later, God is faithful. His word will never return unto Him void without accomplishing the purpose for which He sent it (Isaiah 55:10,11).

He revealed the future to Joseph in dreams, He brought it to pass (Genesis 37:5-11,19,20; 42:9,10; 43:28). He revealed the future about Samson to his parents, He fulfilled His word (Judges 13:3-5,24,25; 14:4,19; 15:3-16; 16:27,30).

If we will pray and wait upon the Lord, He will reveal what the future holds for us. We can then go on in the assurance that God is faithful to fulfil His promises concerning us.

The glorious future that God has for us includes the partaking of the divine nature, possessing our possessions, deliverance and freedom, enjoyment of the riches of the land flowing with milk and honey.

REALITY OF GOD’S FAVOUR

Genesis 15:14; Exodus 12:35,36; 11:2,3; 3:21,22; Deuteronomy 26:6-9; Psalm 103:13,14; Psalm 91:14; 105:15.

God had promised Abraham that after his descendants have been in Egypt for 400 years, He will bring them out prospered: “and afterward shall they come out WITH GREAT SUBSTANCE” (Genesis 15:14).

Although Israel started life in Egypt in prosperity and abundance, all that soon fizzled out because of the oppressive tactics of the Egyptian taskmasters (Exodus 1:7; 3:7-10). In Egypt, Israel had anything but great substance. All they laboured for belonged to the taskmasters. They lived in oppression, affliction, hard bondage, slavery and abject poverty (Exodus 1:11-22; 3:7-10; Deuteronomy 26:5-9).

Up until the night before their departure from Egypt, they had nothing close to the “great substance” that God has promised when they leave Egypt. But God is ALWAYS faithful. The “great substance” came by asking and receiving. God ensured that Israel was adequately compensated for all their labour in Egypt. They borrowed jewels of silver, gold, raiment, etc. from the Egyptians and received them accordingly (Exodus 12:35,36; 11:2,3; 3:21,22). God did not want Israel to go out of Egypt EMPTY but WITH GREAT SUBSTANCE (Exodus 3:21,22; Genesis 15:14) and they left Egypt with great substance (Psalm 105:37).

God will grant us favour in the sight of people as He granted Israel favour in the sight of the Egyptians just to fulfil His word concerning us. God will never fail us. His promises are yea and amen (2 Corinthians 1:20). His word is settled in heaven forever (Psalm 119:89; Matthew 24:35). He will do what He said He will do even when the chances of the fulfilment seem slim (Acts 27:25). He is faithful that promised (Hebrews 10:23; 11:11; Romans 4:21).

What He did for Israel in Egypt shows the reality of His favour. Abide in the love of Christ, stay in fellowship with the Lord and you will experience the reality of His favour (Psalm 91:14; 1 John 5:21,18; Jude 21; John 15:7).

God will rebuke kings for our sake, will alter circumstances just because of us (Psalm 105:13-15; Genesis 31:24,25,29).

RECEPTION THROUGH GREAT FAITH

Jeremiah 29:11; Numbers 23:19; 2 Chronicles 20:20; Isaiah 7:9; Hebrews 11:6; 10:23; 11:11; 2 Chronicles 26:5; Romans 4:20,21; Psalm 138:8.

It is essential that we receive God’s revelation of the future by faith and by faith hold on to it even when circumstances dictate otherwise. The winds will blow, the storms will rage but God will fulfil His promises and perfect that which concerns us (Psalm 138:8).

We must not stagger at the promise of God through unbelief. We must be strong in faith accounting that God is faithful (Romans 4:20,21; Hebrews 10:23; 11:11).

Faith is the pathway into inheriting the promises of God. God is ALWAYS a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him (Hebrews 11:6; 2 Chronicles 26:5). Unbelief will rob us of God’s best for our lives. It will deny us the enjoyment of God’s abundant provision (2 Kings 7:1,2,18-20; James 1:5-8).

A glorious future awaits those who believe that God cannot lie (Jeremiah 29:11; Numbers 23:19; 2 Chronicles 20:20; Isaiah 7:9).

