GIDEON: THE COURAGE OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:32
Gideon overcame his initial fear and timidity to rise up in the confidence and courage of faith. Faith banishes all fear and instills courage: the courage to uproot idolatry, the courage to rally the people together for a confrontation and showdown with the powerful enemy, the courage to face an immense army with only a handful of 300 men.

Gideon’s courage of faith kept on pursuing even when faint knowing that victory was assured. It left no stone unturned to secure a total and final victory.

CALL TO DIVINE SERVICE

Judges 6:1-14; Amos 7:12-15; 1 Samuel 16:1-23; 9:20-27; Jeremiah 1:1-10; Exodus 3:7-10; John 1:6; Hebrews 5:1-5; Matthew 4:18-22
Gideon lived at a time of political oppression and physical affliction. Israel was greatly impoverished because of the activities of the enemy (Judges 6:3-6). The Amalekites and the Midianites made their lives hard.

They were the architects of their own misfortune. Sin and disobedience led them into captivity and oppression (Judges 6:1,2; Psalm 119:67; 107:17-20).

However, in their predicament they cried unto the Lord for help (Judges 6:7). Prophetic rebuke preceded angelic assistance (Judges 6:8-16).  God does not keep His anger forever (Jeremiah 3:5; Psalm 145:8).

Gideon was threshing wheat in the winepress in order to disguise it. The Midianites are not interested in the “soft” drink (fruit of the vine) that Israel produces. They are after hot and intoxicating drink (Judges 6:11).

It was here that Gideon was called to service. The angel declared God’s presence with Gideon. However Gideon doubted it considering their circumstance (Judges 6:12,13). God’s presence was with Gideon and he didn’t know it. This can happen to us (Genesis 28:16). Our circumstance is never a conclusive evidence that God has abandoned us or accepted us. Our perspective may be wrong.
Gideon was a mighty man of valour but the fear of the enemy had crippled him. Now God was challenging him to rise up to the occasion: “Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?” (Judges 6:14).

CALL TO DEFINITE SURRENDER

Judges 6:15-32; Isaiah 6:8; Exodus 3:11,13; 4:1,8-17,24-26; Genesis 35:1-7; 2 Timothy 2:19-21; Matthew 4:18-22
It is one thing for God to call us to His service, it is quite another thing for us to respond. Our response can either be like that of runaway Jonah who headed for Tarshish instead of Nineveh or like that of Isaiah: “Here am I, send me” (Isaiah 6:8).

The above two responses are sharp and clear. One was negative, the other was positive. However there are times when the response is not so clear and definite. It is not an absolute yes and yet it is not a complete no. The called individual wants to say yes but there are things that could make him decline the call. Moses and Gideon fell in this category. Moses wanted to reject the call because of his speech impairment and the possible negative reaction from Israel (Exodus  3:11,13; 4:1,8-17).
For Gideon, it was the lack of family resources and his unenviable position in the family that were put forward as excuses. However divine assurance made him to accept the call (Judges 6:15-24).
Have you responded to God’s call to service? What excuses are making you to pull back? Won’t you accept the challenge?

Now that Gideon has accepted the call, there is the need to clean up the house. Every form of idolatry must be eliminated and destroyed (Judges 6:25-32). If you have accepted the call to go back to Bethel, there must be house cleaning (Genesis 35:1-7). If you have accepted like Moses to be Israel’s deliverer, you need to circumcise your sons (Exodus 4:24-26).
If we accept God’s call and challenge, we need to put our house and lives in order before we can commence the divine service. This may be in the area of Christian dressing, the type of business we are involved in, the way we run our families, situations surrounding our marriage, etc.

COMING OF THE DIVINE SPIRIT

Judges 6:34; Genesis 35:7-15; 1 Samuel 9:16; 10:1,9,10; 16:13; John 20:21,22; Mark 16:15-20; Acts 10:38; Isaiah 6:8,9
Now that Gideon’s call has been followed by a spiritual clean up, the Holy Ghost descended: “But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezer was gathered after him” (Judges 6:34).

The presence of God followed Jacob’s acceptance of the call to go back to Bethel and the subsequent clean up (Genesis 35:7-15).

When all things are in their rightful places, the anointing of the Spirit always accompanies the call to service (1 Samuel 9:16; 10:1,9,10; 16:13; John 20:21,22; Mark 16:15-20; Acts 10:38; Isaiah 6:8,9).
When the Holy Ghost comes, there will be a shaking. There is always activity. Gideon blew the trumpet. Saul blew the trumpet. Samson killed the lion (Judges 6:34,35; 14:5,6; 1 Samuel 11:6-8).

When God is leading us and the Spirit of God is energizing us, people will respond to our trumpet call for service (Judges 6:34,35; 1 Samuel 11:6-8). In the days of God’s power, the people will be willing (Psalm 110:3).

CRITERIA FOR DIVINE SELECTION

Judges 7:2-7; Deuteronomy 20:1-9; Joshua 1:6,7; Proverbs 16:32; 1 Kings 22:13,14; Nehemiah 6:11,12; Daniel 3:16-18; Hebrews 13:5,6; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 16:13.
Thirty two thousand (32,000) people gathered after Gideon. God deemed them too many (Judges 7:2,3). That we have responded to the trumpet does not automatically mean that we will be recruited into the army. There are tests to pass, there are hurdles to cross.
God told Gideon that there was to be a weeding process. All the fearful were told to go back. More than two two-thirds went back (Judges 7:3). Fear paralyses and it spreads. It can render an otherwise victor a victim. Cowards should never find a place in God’s service (Deuteronomy 20:1-9).

Next God wanted to test for discipline and vigilance. The thirsty people were taken to the river to drink. The undisciplined abandoned all restraints and plunged into the river to drink. They have forgotten they were at the battle front. Their indiscipline led to their lack of vigilance. They were disqualified. Of this ten thousand, only three hundred passed the test (Judges 7:4-7).

Are you courageous? Courage to stand up for the truth (1 Kings 22:13,14; Daniel 3:16-18). Courage to dress like a Christian. Courage to shun bad business even if all are engaged in it (Exodus 23:2). Are you disciplined? Are you vigilant? These are qualities that God requires in those who are to serve.

CONQUEST BY DIVINE STRATEGY

Judges 7:9-20; 2 Samuel 5:17-25; 2 Kings 3:15-25; 1 Kings 20:1-30; 2 Chronicles 20:18-25; Isaiah 1:19.
Although Gideon’s army of 300 was small in comparison to the army of the enemy that “lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude” they still won the victory by divine strategy (Judges 7:12).
God encouraged Gideon by the dream and its interpretation coming from the enemy (Judges 7:9-15). God gave Gideon a strategy which he implemented. It was not going to be a physical combat but a spiritual one. Their action was to set up confusion in the camp of the enemy and this will lead to the destruction of the enemy (Judges 7:21,22).

The strategy was unusual – empty pitchers, lamps and trumpets: break the empty pitchers, hold the lamps and blow the trumpets and then shout “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon” (Judges 7:16-20).

However there is an important key to their victory: “Look on me, and do likewise … as I do, so shall ye do” (Judges 7:17).

Following the commander-in-chief is imperative. Victory is conditioned on total obedience. If we are also willing to follow and be obedient, we shall eat the good of the land (Isaiah 1:19).
