FREEDOM FROM COMMUNAL CURSE

Men in all ages have been blessed or cursed depending upon their choice in obeying or disobeying God and so it will always be. Continued and repeated sin and rebellion always attracts God’s curse and judgement (Jeremiah 7:8-16; Deuteronomy 28:15-67).

There have been scriptural examples of cursed cities or communities (Jeremiah 26:4-6; 7:8-16; Joshua 6:17,24,26; 1 Kings 16:34; 2 Kings 2:18-22; Matthew 11:20-24; 23:29-39; 2 Samuel 21:1-14; Judges 5:23; 9:16-20,56,57; Haggai 1:5-11; Malachi 3:8-10; 2 Chronicles 24:22-26).

That a group of people can be in collective captivity or corporate bondage is proved beyond a shadow by the scriptural examples. 

If our lives have been adversely affected by the effects of a communal curse, there is a way out in Christ. The reality of communal curse is here to stay with us.

REASONS FOR COLLECTIVE CURSE

Proverbs 26:2; Judges 8:35; 9:1-56; 5:23; 2 Chronicles 24:20-22; 2 Kings 2:23,24; Matthew 11:20-24; 10:14; 23:29-39; Luke 10:10-16; Jeremiah 26:4-6; 7:12-16; 2 Samuel 21:1-14; Genesis 20:3-9,17,18; 3:17-19; 8:21; Haggai 1:5-11; Malachi 3:8-12.

A curse causeless cannot come whether upon an individual, community of people or a whole nation (Proverbs 26:2). There are many reasons for and many routes to inheriting a collective, communal curse:

(1) Collective ingratitude and wickedness 

Gideon had jeopardized his life in order to bring deliverance to the people of Israel (Judges 6:27-32; 7:9-11). Rather than repay Gideon’s goodness with kindness, the people of Shechem in a show of collective ingratitude and wickedness killed seventy sons of Gideon (Judges 8:35; 9:1-6,16-56). Jotham, the only son of Gideon who managed to escape the slaughter placed a curse on both Abimelech and the people of Shechem (Judges 9:1-20). Though there was an interval of three years between the proclamation of the curse and its fulfilment, it still did (Judges 9:22-56). Though the curse tarries, it will surely come to pass (Judges 9:56,57).

(2) Persecution and killing of God’s servants

The people of Judah at the instigation of the king killed Zechariah who rebuked their backsliding (2 Chronicles 24:20-22). However when he was about to die, he placed a curse on the people: “The Lord look upon it, and require it” (2 Chronicles 24:22). The curse took effect a year later (2 Chronicles 24:23-26). The king was defeated, smitten with great diseases, killed by his own servants and was not given a royal burial. What a life! (2 Chronicles 24:24,25). Judah also suffered because a great host was defeated and ALL the princes were destroyed (2 Chronicles 24:23,24).

A land or nation or a group of people is cursed when ALL their leaders who ought to guide them to greatness die (Isaiah 3:1-10).

The children who made mockery of Elisha were cursed. Bears killed them (2 Kings 2:23,24).

(3) Fanatical opposition and resistance to God’s word

Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum were all cursed by Christ because of their stark unbelief despite the mighty works that Christ wrought in them (Matthew 11:20-24; 10:14; Luke 10:10-16). Jerusalem was left desolate for this same reason (Matthew 23:29-39). Fanatical opposition and resistance to God’s word always invites a curse (Jeremiah 26:4-6; 7:12-16).

(4) Godless indifference, idolatry and gross immorality

Jericho as a city was cursed because of their godless indifference, resistance to God’s will, idolatry and gross immorality (Joshua 6:17,24,26; 1 Kings 16:34; 2 Kings 2:18-22).

Jericho was home to Rahab the harlot and others like her. Her house when still in the trade of prostitution would have been a hotel for adulterers or hostel for sexual perverts. Her house was so strategically located to allow easy access by both those inside and outside Jericho. Ordinarily nobody would have bothered with the two men who came into Rahab’s house except that at this time hint went out that the men were not Rahab’s customers but Jewish spies (Joshua 2:1-6). Immorality and idolatry always invite divine curse (Habakkuk 2:15,16,19).

Jericho was to stand as an eternal monument to God’s abhorrence of idolatry and all its associated immorality and vices. Joshua cursed the man who would dare to rebuild the accursed Jericho and fortify it.

(5) Sins of leadership (Isaiah 43:26-28; Jeremiah 15:1-4)

The famine during David’s reign was attributed to the sins of Saul the former king (2 Samuel 21:1-14). Though Saul was now dead, yet the curse he brought on the nation was still working. All that were associated with Abimelech the king of Gerar were struck with barrenness because of Abimelech’s taking Sarah the wife of Abraham (Genesis 20:3-9,17,18).

The land was cursed because of Adam our forebear but we still suffer the consequences today (Genesis 3:17-19; 8:21; 4:10-13,23).

(6) Breaking of covenants

Saul broke the covenant that Joshua and Israel made with the Gibeonites and thereby brought a curse on the nation (2 Samuel 21:1-7; Joshua 9:14-27; Romans 1:31; Malachi 2:8-14; Amos 1:9,19; cf. 1 Kings 5:1; 9:11-14; 2 Samuel 5:11).

(7) Corporate neglect of God’s house and service

When a city, nation or group of people in a community embark on corporate neglect of God’s house and service, they will collectively be cursed (Haggai 1:5-11; Judges 5:23). Doing the work of the Lord deceitfully carries a divine curse as well (Jeremiah 48:10).

(8) Collective failure to pay tithes

The community that enjoys God’s provision but refuses to pay homage to God in the form of tithes will be cursed (Malachi 3:8-12).

(9) Deep involvement with another cursed community

Israel combined to fight Benjamin because of the atrocity that someone in the tribe of Benjamin committed. Following the fierce battle, the tribe of Benjamin was almost wiped out except for four hundred men. Rebuilding the tribe will involve the men marrying. However Israel couldn’t give them daughters in marriage because they had previously placed a curse on whoever does so: “Cursed be he that giveth a wife to Benjamin” (Judges 21:18).

As long as we are in the world, there is a minimum level of involvement with people that we cannot avoid (1 Corinthians 5:9-13). However deep physical and spiritual involvement with cursed people can adversely affect our lives. Travelling with a Jonah will always invite trouble (Jonah 1:12). Association with Pashur is always perilous (Jeremiah 20:3-6). Belonging to Achan’s family always signal death and destruction (Joshua 7:20-26) and association with Achan always results in loss and defeat (Joshua 7:4-12).

