FIGHTING TO RETAIN YOUR INHERITANCE
2 Samuel 23:9-12

The enemy will not willingly and easily surrender. We have to fight our way through to possessing our possession. However, it does not mean that the warfare ends with the possession of our inheritance. The enemy does not easily concede defeat.

The enemy is aggressive and will launch new attacks against us in our territory with the aim of defeating us and dispossessing us of our inheritance. We need to engage in these fresh battles. We cannot surrender to the enemy. We cannot watch the enemy occupying our land. We cannot allow the enemy to eject us from our inheritance. We have to fight the good fight of faith and lay hold of eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12).

We need to stand our ground and fight it out. We need to fight to retain our inheritance.

SEEING THE GIANTS AND FLEEING

1 Samuel 17:1,8,11,24-27; 13:5-7,11,12; 11:1-5; 2 Samuel 23:9,11; Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10; Luke 13:30-33
The Philistines invaded Israel in their territory. They brought the battle to Israel’s door. They were intent on taking away Israel’s land and Israel’s freedom (1 Samuel 17:1,8). However, Saul and all Israel were demoralized by the attack. They were dismayed and greatly afraid (1 Samuel 17:11). They fled from Goliath and were sore afraid (1 Samuel 17:24). Despite the enormous prize promised whoever could confront and defeat the giant, nobody volunteered to do battle with Goliath. This reveals the nature and the depth of their fear (1 Samuel 17:25-27). The Philistines have invaded Israel at other times and the Israel ran away (2 Samuel 23:9,11).
That the enemy will come and fight is certain. However, we must not run away. We cannot see the giants and flee. To flee is the pathway to defeat, poverty and slavery. This is the way to loose our inheritance. This is the road to the enemy controlling our lives and lording it over us.
	When the giants are SITTING ON YOUR PREMISES,
it is time for you to be STANDING ON GOD’S PROMISES.




If we see ourselves as grasshoppers, we will run away (Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10). If we see ourselves as worms and weaklings, we will surrender to the enemy or negotiate with the enemy (1 Samuel 11:1-5). If we lack the courage to confront the enemy and fight, we will run away (1 Samuel 13:5-7,11,12).

STANDING YOUR GROUND AND FIGHTING

2 Samuel 23:9-12; 1 Samuel 17:27-52; 1 Corinthians 16:13; Psalm 118:17; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:16
The enemy will fight with us with the aim of taking over our inheritance. The thief comes to steal, kill and to destroy (John 10:10). If we must retain our inheritance, we need to fight the enemy to finish.

Retaining our inheritance is not automatic. There is a fight to fight. Don’t watch the enemy gain grounds in your life, family, career, business, health, etc. Fight! Don’t watch the enemy have his way in your life. Fight! You need to contend with the enemy in battle (Deuteronomy 2:24,31).
Salvation is your inheritance. The enemy will like to fight you and take it away. But you have to fight the good fight of faith and lay hold on eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12).

Abundant life is your inheritance. The enemy will like to fight and take it away from you. At the best he will leave you with a poverty-stricken, disease-ridden life or at the worst replace it with death. However you will have to fight the thief to retain your abundant life. Don’t allow him to steal your joy, kill your dreams, drown your vision, dissipate your energy, blur your focus, disturb your peace, etc. You have to fight the murderer in order to keep alive. You will not die but live to declare the works of the Lord (John 10:10; 8:44; Psalm 118:17).

We need to be like Eleazar the son of Dodo. He stood his ground and fought the enemy (2 Samuel 23:9,10). We need to be like Shammah. He stood his ground and fought the enemy alone (2 Samuel 23:11,12). David volunteered to take up the enemy’s challenge. He went to confront Goliath (1 Samuel 17:27-52).

We must quit ourselves like men, be strong and fight the enemy to finish (1 Corinthians 16:13). There is no retreating. It is forward and fight! Use your weapons of warfare that are not carnal but mighty through God to fight the enemy (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:16).
SUCCEEDING BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

2 Samuel 23:9-12; 1 Samuel 17:45-54; Psalm 60:12; 108:13; 118:6; Romans 16:20; Hebrews 13:6; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; Ephesians 6:16.
Eleazar the son of Dodo won the victory (2 Samuel 23:9,10). Shammah won the victory (2 Samuel 23:11,12). David also won the victory over Goliath (1 Samuel 17:45-54).
If we refuse to give in to the enemy, if we rise up in the power of the Holy Spirit, victory is guaranteed. God will tread down our enemies and bruise Satan under our feet (Psalm 60:12; 108:13; Romans 16:20).

God has already promised us definite victory over the enemy (Joshua 1:5; Deuteronomy 28:7; Isaiah 54:14-17). We will succeed in our effort by grace through faith. The Lord indeed is our helper. We will not fear what man can do to us (Hebrews 13:6; Psalm 118:6).
