FAITH: THE CORNERSTONE OF SCRIPTURAL HOPE
Hebrews 11:1
Faith and hope are intertwined, interwoven and interrelated in a complex web of relationships. Sometimes the relationship comes in the proverbial and philosophical form of the type “which comes first between the chicken and the egg”. 

Hope and faith are two of the essential and valuable possessions of the real believer (1 Corinthians 13:13). The present always gives birth to the future. However, in the case of faith and hope, the reverse is the case. Hope is always in the future but faith is always in the present. However, hope although in the future gives birth to faith which operates in the present. We manifest faith for what we are already hoping for (Hebrews 11:1). Hope comes before faith.

Faith sustains hope and realizes the dreams of hope. Faith succeeds hope and crowns hope with achievement. Faith complements and completes hope. Faith cannot exist without hope. Hope cannot survive without faith.

SOURCED FROM HEAVEN

1 Corinthians 13:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:8; Hebrews 11:1; 6:18,19; Titus 1:2; 2 Corinthians 3:12; Romans 8:28; 4:17,18; 10:17; 15:4.
Faith and hope are both sourced from heaven. They stand in sharp contrast to one another yet they gloriously complement one another. Faith and hope are both expressions of our confidence in the integrity of God and His word. They both originate from God. They come from the same source – the word of God (Romans 10:17; 15:4).

Faith, hope and love are from God and are among our greatest possessions (1 Corinthians 13:13). Faith and love are referred to as breastplates protecting the heart whereas hope is an helmet protecting the head or rather the mind (1 Thessalonians 5:8). This implies that faith is associated with the heart but hope is resident in the mind. We believe with the heart (Romans 10:10) and from the heart flows the issues of life (Proverbs 4:23).

Expectation always comes before manifestation. Where there is no expectation, there can never be manifestation. Hope gives rise to expectation while faith results in manifestation.

Scriptural hope is a confident expectation of good – a steady, persistent optimism based on the premise that God is working all things for our good (Romans 8:28; 4:17,18).

Hope is always in the future (Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18,19; 2 Corinthians 3:12). Hope is an unseen expectation (Romans 8:24,25). Faith is a substance, a title deed, an underlying reality (Hebrews 11:1).

SUBSTANCE OF OUR HOPE

Hebrews 11:1; 1:3; Mark 11:23,24; Acts 27:25; Luke 1:45; John 20:29; 11:40; Matthew 21:22; 18:19; 7:7-11.
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).

Where there is no hope, faith is dead. Hope precedes and propels faith to action. Future hope gives birth to present faith. Hope is the mother of faith in a kind of paradoxical twist. Just as a dead woman can never be pregnant any more, so it is impossible to have faith where there is no hope. Hope envisions your destiny, faith creates the path to get there. Hope envisions tomorrow, faith believes for it today. In time, it becomes a reality. Hope conceives a beautiful tomorrow, faith believes and establishes it today. The rest is a process of manifestation.
Hope provides the handle with which faith can grab the reality. Hope gives faith the reason to act. Hope empowers faith to exercise itself. Hope sets and shapes the direction of our lives. Faith keeps us focused and achieving along this direction. Hope points the way. Faith blazes new trails. Hope envisions. Faith pioneers new tracks. Faith is indeed the substance of scriptural hope.

The Greek word translated substance is “Hupostasis” meaning the underlying reality, a title deed or as used of Christ, the very image of God (Hebrews 1:3).
SUSTAINER OF OUR HOPE

Hebrews 6:12-15,18,19; 11:11,12; Proverbs 13:12; Genesis 15:1-5; Romans 4:17-21; 8:28; Psalm 27:13.
Hope is an anchor of the soul (Hebrews 6:18,19). “Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when desire cometh, it is a tree of life” (Proverbs 13:12).

Abraham’s heart was sick when he experienced delay in coming of the promised son (Genesis 15:1-5). It took faith to sustain Abraham’s hope (Romans 4:17-21; Hebrews 6:12-15; 11:11,12).

However when faith is alive, hope knows its end will be accomplished. The faith that that which we have believed for will be realized keeps hope bubbling in the heart. Faith is therefore the sustainer of our hope. Hope springs eternal in the heart where faith is strong and vibrant.

Faith sustains the hope that we shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living (Psalm 27:13; Romans 8:28).
SUCCESSOR OF OUR HOPE

Hebrews 11:1; 6:12-15,18,19; 11:11,12; Romans 8:24,25,28; 4:17-21; Psalm 27:13; Acts 27:25; Luke 1:45.
Hope comes before faith. If you can hope for it, then you can believe for it. Where there is no hope, faith becomes worthless and valueless. The heart is sick and cannot believe.
Hope is the mother of faith. Hope always reigns before faith. Faith is always a successor to hope. When faith begins to reign, it sustains the hope that was born.

What are the things you are hoping for? What are the things you have not seen? (Romans 8:24,25). Let your faith be the substance and evidence of that glorious hope.
Although hope is an anchor of the soul (Hebrews 6:18,19), faith is the peg that keeps the anchor in place. Faith succeeds hope and secures the booty that hope is after. Faith manifested today will make our hope of tomorrow to bloom. There shall be a performance of that which you have believed for (Acts 27:25; Luke 1:45).
