FAITH THAT WORKS BY LOVE

Galatians 5:6

“For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision;

but faith which worketh by love”
Faith is never an isolated possession. It works in the context of love and compassion. From the total revelation of scriptures, we understand that faith can still work apart from love but that does not please God and the results achieved by such a faith will be greatly limited (1 Corinthians 13:2). Just like Christ can be preached out of love or out of envy and with an ulterior motive, faith can be manifested from standpoints other than that of love (Philippians 1:15-18; Galatians 5:6).

However the kind of faith that God is pleased with, that brings glory to God, that does exploits for the kingdom, that avails in Jesus Christ is the faith that works by love.

PRIORITY OF WASHING AND FORGIVENESS

Galatians 5:6; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Titus 3:5; John 3:3-7; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; 1 John 1:7,9; Revelation 1:5; 7:14.
The apostle was speaking of faith but it is essential to note the context in which he spoke. He was speaking of those already in Christ, the outsider was excluded in this discussion of faith. “For IN Jesus Christ …” is a phrase that cannot be treated lightly.

The message is only of relevance to those IN Christ. Are you IN Christ? “Therefore if any man be IN Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

There is the priority of washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost (Titus 3:5; 1 John 1:7,9; Revelation 1:5; 7:14). There is the necessity and the primacy of forgiveness. We must be born again (John 3:3-7; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:9).

The faith that works by love can only work in the life of the person that is already IN Christ. To be IN Christ is the staring point. Have old things passed away (lying, unbelief, all sorts of evil etc.)? Have ALL things become new?

POSSIBILITY OF A WRONG FOCUS

Galatians 1:6-9,11,12; 3:2,3,5; 2:21; 5:1-6; Hebrews 11:6,33,34; James 1:5-8; Ephesians 6:16; Romans 5:1.

The Galatian christians were saved by the preaching of the gospel. However their attention has now been shifted from the gospel of grace to “another gospel” of works (Galatians 1:6-9), from God’s revelation to man’s propositions (Galatians 1:11,12), from the hearing of faith to the works of the law (Galatians 3:2,5; 2:21), from walking in the spirit to living in the flesh (Galatians 3:3), from the liberty and freedom of the gospel to the bondage of the law (Galatians 5:1-5).

The apostle has shown the Galatian christians the foolishness of their departure from the simplicity of the faith and grace of the gospel into the complexity of works and law. Now he shows them in summary and in climax that “in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love”.

The Galatians were focused on circumcision and uncircumcision when they ought to have focused on the faith which works by love. They were sidetracked by issues of no consequence! The sad thing is that their focus avails nothing. Faith avails everytime and for everything!

It is possible for us to also focus on the wrong things to the detriment of developing the faith that works by love. We can be so focused on having a correct dress sense (colour matching, good grooming), expend all our energy on having good organisation without great agonizing (praying), spend so much time on cleaning the fellowship centre or church hall that we neglect faith that is foundational to pleasing God and making it all worthwhile.

Faith is the gateway into all the benefits of the gospel: salvation, sanctification, Holy Ghost baptism, partaking of the divine nature, pleasing God, receiving from God, quenching all the fiery darts of the devil, subduing kingdoms, wroughting righteousness, quenching the violence of fire, etc. (Romans 5:1; James 1:5-8; Ephesians 6:16; Hebrews 11:6,33,34).

We must endeavour to always focus on what matters to God. For in Jesus Christ, whether you ate rice or pasta yesterday does not avail any thing, whether you listened to the media news yesterday or not does not avail any thing, but faith that works by love.

PATTERN OF WINNING FAITH

Galatians 5:6; 1 Corinthians 13:2; 1 John 3:23; 1 Timothy 1:5; John 11:35-38; Matthew 14:14; 20:34; Mark 1:40,41; 9:22-27; 5:19; Luke 7:13,14.

There are all sorts of faith but the faith that matters to God and wins in the battles of life is the “faith which worketh by love”.

Mountain-moving faith that has no charity (love) does not impress God. It makes us nothing (1 Corinthians 13:2).

The scripture always unites faith and love (1 John 3:23). This is the kind of faith that works wonders and brings glory to God. Unfeigned faith is linked with charity (1 Timothy 1:5).

Christ was going to manifest faith to raise Lazarus from the dead. However His love for Lazarus had already made Him to weep (John 11:35) and the Jews had commented “Behold how He LOVED him! (John 11:36). Consider the FURTHER groaning of Jesus! (John 11:38). The faith that raised Lazarus from the dead was the“faith which worketh by love”.

Following the deliverance of the demoniac of Gadara, Christ’s word to Him was “Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had COMPASSION on thee” (Mark 5:19). The faith that brought his deliverance was the “faith which worketh by love”.

The faith that brought healing to the sick was motivated by love and compassion (Matthew 14:14; 20:34; Mark 1:40,41; 9:22-27). The faith that raised the dead, opened the eyes of the blind, cleansed the leper etc. was a “faith which worketh by love” (Luke 7:13,14; Matthew 20:34; Mark 1:40,41).

If our hearts can be full of overflowing compassion, God will grant us faith that achieves the incredible, brings deliverance, heals the sick, sets the captives free. The pattern of winning faith is that it works by love and compassion. In Jesus Christ, nothing else matters but the “faith which worketh by love”.

