ESTABLISHING OUR HARD-WON VICTORIES
2 Samuel 5:17-25
General Eisenhower has rightly said. There are no cheap and easy victories. Every genuine victory is costly and hard-won.

There are no victories at bargain prices.

General Dwight D. Eisenhower

In normal games in the world, whenever a football club wins a cup or a boxer wins a title, they have to defend the cup or title against challengers. They only earn the right to retain and enjoy the victory if they win. So also in spiritual warfare.

The devil will contest every victory that we win and we can only earn the right to retain and enjoy the victory if we win against the devil.

David’s journey to the throne has been a tough and arduous journey. It was a long and winding road to the throne. However, now that David has got to the throne, the devil decided to contest the victory and possibly dethrone him.

We must fight new battles to enjoy the old victories.

The victory of crossing the Red Sea can be lost in Kadesh Barnea. The victory over Jericho can be squandered in Ai. We must always fight new battles to retain and enjoy our hard-won victories.
This is the way to establishing, retaining and enjoying our hard-won victories.

SATANIC CONFRONTATION AFTER PROMOTION

2 Samuel 5:17-25; Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; 1 Kings 20:13-30; Acts 6:8-15; 7:1-60; 4:1-20; 5:1-20.
Before David was anointed king over Israel, everything was relatively calm and peaceful. However, as soon as he was anointed king, the devil stirred up a storm in a teacup. Every promotion will attract satanic attention and will lead to satanic confrontation.

“But when the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, ALL the Philistines came up to seek David” (2 Samuel 5:17).
ALL the Philistines came up to seek David. This was not a peaceful seeking but a confrontation. They came like a flood to sweep the victory away.

The anointing and power that Jesus received after forty days of fasting was fiercely contested by the devil through deadly temptations (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13). The new found power and boldness that the apostles received on the day of Pentecost were fiercely contested by religious people motivated and incited by the devil (Acts 4:1-20; 5:1-20).

Stephen’s power and wisdom were contested by Satan-inspired religious sect of the synagogue of the Libertines who could not resist (no matter how hard they tried) the wisdom and the spirit with which Stephen spoke (Acts 6:8-15; 7:1-60).
One defeat will not silence the enemy. The enemy will always go back to re-plan, recoup strength, map out new strategies and launch a new attack. The devil may depart for a season after a recent defeat but he will surely launch a comeback (2 Samuel 5:17-25; 1 Kings 20:13-30; Luke 4:13). The devil and his cohorts do not easily give up on their targets and territories (Matthew 12:43-45; Mark 5:9-14).

SAINTLY COMMUNION AND PREPARATION

2 Samuel 5:17-19; 2 Chronicles 20:1-25; 2 Kings 3:15-27; Joshua 5:13-15; 6:1-20; Proverbs 3:5,6; Mark 10:46-52.
The devil’s uprising did not take David unawares: “and David heard of it, and went down to the hold” (2 Samuel 5:17).

David took immediate cover. He took immediate precaution but did not go into battle. He wanted to know the mind of the Lord. Although he knew the enemy (the Philistines), knew the battlefield (the valley of Rephaim), he did not rush into battle.
“And David enquired of the Lord, saying Shall I go up to the Philistines? Wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the Lord said unto David, Go up; for I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into thine hand” (2 Samuel 5:19).

David’s prayer was very specific and focused and God’s answer was as specific and focused as David’s prayer. We need to be definite and clear in our requests (Mark 10:46-52).

Communion must come before conflict. Worship must precede warfare. Adequate preparation is necessary for victorious outcome in spiritual warfare (2 Chronicles 20:1-25; 2 Kings 3:15-27; Joshua 5:13-15; 6:1-20).

Following the first battle and resounding victory for David, the enemy came back again. David did not assume that he already knows the enemy and the battlefield well, he prayed for divine direction and strategy again and was able to secure another victory (2 Samuel 5:22-25).  We must not lean on our own understanding however familiar the enemy or the battlefield might be (Proverbs 3:5,6).

SWIFT CONQUEST AND PEACE

2 Samuel 5:20-25; 2 Corinthians 2:14; 1 Corinthians 15:57; Psalm 60:12; 108:13; 1 Kings 20:13-30; Exodus 14:14; Romans 16:20; Deuteronomy 28:7.
The Lord broke upon David’s enemies as the breach of waters. David unleashed a massive defeat on the enemy (2 Samuel 5:20). The enemy abandoned their idols, charms and magic as they fled the battle in defeat. David did not take any of the images as souvenirs, he burnt them to ashes. They can easily become snares unto David (2 Samuel 5:21).
God gave David a swift conquest and peace. When the enemy came again, God gave David a new strategy and the victory was swift and total once more (2 Samuel 5:22-25).
God causes us to triumph every time and in every place (2 Corinthians 2:14; 1 Corinthians 15:57; Psalm 60:12; 108:13; 1 Kings 20:13-30).

The Lord will fight for us and we will hold our peace. He will bruise Satan under our feet shortly (Exodus 14:14; Romans 16:20; Deuteronomy 28:7).

