ENLARGE MY COAST

1 Chronicles 4:9,10

How many there are that live below their God-given potentials. They live largely undiscovered lives and their greatest virtues and potentials lie buried in the mud until they go to their graves.

Others struggle on believing that the horizon is bright but they die in the tunnel never seeing the light of day.

Why must we suffocate in one overcrowded acre when the earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof? (Psalm 24:1) Why allow the enemy to put you in a spiritual cage when you can roam freely in God’s world and be your very best?

Whatever you have or you don’t have, the best is yet to come. All of us need to join Jabez in chorusing: “Enlarge My Coast”.

A few things are evident from Jabez’s prayer: (1) He realised he was living in a restricted landscape, he needed room for growth and expansion. (2) He was not satisfied with his present condition. (3) He knew what God could do for him. (4) He believed in the power of prayer and the prayer of power. (5) He took action, prayed and got results!

THE LIMITING BARRIER

1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Psalm 107:14,16,20; Isaiah 5:13; Genesis 49:3,4; 9:20-27; Numbers 13:31-33; 14:1-4

Many that are succeeding today can be far more successful than they presently are but there are inhibitions, bottlenecks to growth, barriers to further breakthroughs. Others experiencing defeat and failure are capable of succeeding but they seem to have been put in a kind of spiritual cage so that their freedom is curtailed, their achievement is extremely restricted or non-existent, their prosperity come in measured drops.

A spiritually caged person makes little progress because there is always a limiting barrier. It may be a curse that brings frustration and defeat (Genesis 49:3,4), incessant spiritual attacks that result in scattering whatever gathering efforts made.

The spiritually caged person can only move within restricted bounds like a bird flying in a cage or an animal in a zoo. Such a caged person is always surrounded by friends and enemies as usual. They are forever at the mercy of friends throwing bananas at them – always dependent on friends, well-wishers and relations. They are afflicted and oppressed by enemies throwing stones and other sharp objects at them. They are unable to fight effectively, defend themselves successfully and wade off the fiery darts of the enemies because the evil spiritual cage is limiting their mobility.

They are like the caged majority of the spies in Moses’ time who always see themselves as grasshoppers (Numbers 13:31-33). They always see the power of the giant but not the might of their God.

They are paralysed by fear and are therefore unable to make any liberating action and take giant leaps forward.

They are people that though they have gone out of Egypt, Egypt has not gone out of them. They always want to go back to Egypt whenever there is any little problem or threat from the devil  (Numbers 14:1-4). They are incapacitated by inferiority complex and slavery mentality. The failures and frustrations of Egypt have not consciously and unconsciously left them.

THE LASTING BREAKTHROUGH

1 Chronicles 4:9,10; 2 Samuel 22:17-20; Psalm 91:3; 107:2,4-7,9,14,16-20,28-30; Jeremiah 29:11; Genesis 26:22

These spiritually caged people sometimes enjoy occasional, short-lived freedom and success. They are like the fish that jumps into the air for a little time and goes back into the water again. Such temporary relieves can be deceptive.

For many people, they have got so used to their spiritual cage that they have settled for the second best. Never settle for temporary relief when you can have a permanent breakthrough. Never settle for mediocrity when you can have the very best.

Jabez was tired of temporary relief. He prayed violently to have a lasting, permanent breakthrough and he did (1 Chronicles 4:9,10).

The Lord can draw you out of many waters, deliver you from your strong enemies, give you a lasting, permanent breakthrough and set you in a large place (2 Samuel 22:17-20). The Lord can deliver you from the spiritual cage (snare) of the fowler (Psalm 91:3).

Break free from the enemies’ restrictions, let God make room for you in this land and be fruitful (Genesis 26:22). Let God break the gates of brass and cut the bars of iron in sunder (Psalm 107:2,4-7,9,16-20,28-30). Let God give you the expected end and your desired haven (Jeremiah 29:11; Psalm 107:30; John 10:10; 3 John 2).

The American slaves had gotten used to oppression and slavery that they have forgotten the taste of freedom. When Abraham Lincoln declared “Emancipation Proclamation” in 1863, many of them stayed put in bondage. This is the problem with those in spiritual cages. Never get used to suffering and bondage! Refuse to be conditioned to defeat and failure. Remember Pavlov’s dog experiment and the elephant with the chain!

THE LIMITLESS BLESSINGS

Ephesians 1:3; 2 Peter 1:3,4; Psalm 23:5,6; John 10:10; Philippians 4:19; 2 Samuel 22:20; Psalm 107:30; Jeremiah 29:11; Genesis 26:22; 3 John 2.

When God has granted you a lasting breakthrough, move on to enjoy the abundant life in Christ, the limitless blessings in the Father’s house. Never be content to live like the elder son – an heir who was no more than a slave in his father’s house (Luke 15:29-31; John 10:10).

Enjoy the overflowing abundance that comes from God anointing your head with oil (Psalm 23:5). Let goodness and mercy unlimited replace the former badluck and frustration (Psalm 23:6).

When you experience a lasting breakthrough, your needs will always be supplied according to God’s riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19). God will set you in large place, all restrictions and regimentation will be gone, He will bring you to the desired haven, give you the expected end (2 Samuel 22:20; Psalm 107:30; Jeremiah 29:11).

Fruitfulness becomes a daily possibility, prosperity becomes your normal lifestyle (Genesis 26:22; 3 John 2).

The blessings that we receive from God following a breakthrough are limitless, they cover all areas of life – spiritual, physical, psychological, financial, mental, etc. (Ephesians 1:3; 2 Peter 1:3,4).

