EMPOWERED TO PREACH AND HEAL

Luke 9:1-6,10

When the Lord commissions and commands, He anoints and authorizes, empowers and energizes so that the commissioned can fulfil his appointed task.

Declaration of the gospel of Christ with specific demonstrations of His power is our appointed task. We are commissioned to go and preach the kingdom of God (Luke 9:1,2). However, healing of the sick and the casting out of demons are evidences that the kingdom of God that we have preached has definitely arrived (Matthew 12:28).

Preaching and healing can not be separated. Preaching is the forerunner of healing. The faith for healing comes hearing the word of God as it is preached (Romans 10:17). Healing is the confirmation that the preaching has been effective and anointed (1 Corinthians 4:20; 2:4,5).

“Preach and heal” is Christ’s method. He sent the disciples to do that but He always leads by example (Luke 9:11).

TWO-FOLD COMMISSION

Luke 9:1,2; 10:9; Matthew 10:7,8; Isaiah 6:1-9; Psalm 50:16-23; 104:28; Romans 10:15; 14:17; Mark 1:15.

Only those who have responded to God’s call to (1) Salvation, (2) service, can be commissioned (Matthew 4:18-22; Isaiah 6:1-9).

These disciples have responded to God’s call to salvation and have therefore become disciples (Luke 9:1). Beyond this they have responded to the call to service and have been made apostles (Luke 6:12-17). Those who are still in sin (fornication, adultery, prostitution, drug pushing, etc.) can never inherit the kingdom of God talk less of going to preach that kingdom (1 Corinthians 6:9,10; Galatians 5:19-21). Repentance is the foundation of the kingdom of God (Mark 1:14,15).

(1) Power and authority are GIVEN. Except He gives, we cannot receive. He gives, we gather (Psalm 104:28).

(2) Equipment and enablement comes before service. Unless we have been empowered, what shall we deliver when we are sent (Acts 3:6; Matthew 10:7,8).

(3) Except we are SENT, how can we GO? (Romans 10:15).

(4) Enduement with power is always a preparation for service. God’s power is never for the idle and lazy.

(5) When the SENDS, the mission is always CLEAR and SPECIFIC.

Here the commission given to the disciples was two-fold:

(a) Preach the kingdom of God (cf. Acts 8:12)

(b) Heal the sick

To preach the kingdom of God is to call people to repentance and acceptance of the gospel (Mark 1:15). The kingdom of God is not meat and drink but righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14:17). Don’t preach the adulterated, mutilated gospel. We must never change the message. Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom (Mark 1:14,15; Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Luke 9:11; 4:43). The disciples preached the gospel of the kingdom (Luke 9:1,2,6; 10:9). Philip preached the gospel of the kingdom (Acts 8:12). Paul preached the gospel of the kingdom (Acts 20:25; 28:23,30,31; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; Galatians 5:19-21). Will you go on preaching the gospel of the kingdom?

TOTAL COMMITMENT

Luke 9:1,2,6; Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; John 20:21; 9:4; 4:35-38; Acts 1:8; 20:19,20; 20:20; 8:4-8

Christ “SENT them to PREACH the kingdom of God, and to HEAL the sick” (Luke 9:1,2).

“And they DEPARTED, and WENT through the towns, PREACHING the gospel, and HEALING everywhere” (Luke 9:6).

God’s power and authority can only be effective in our lives as we depart and go (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20). It is important to note that (1) they preached the gospel, (2) they healed EVERYWHERE.

They obeyed the two-fold commission TOTALLY. They didn’t only obey it in some places and when it was convenient. They didn’t pick and choose what to do from place to place. They delivered the whole commission EVERYWHERE. God expects total commitment to His service from us as well. We must not be disobedient to the heavenly vision and commission (John 20:21; 9:4; Acts 1:8; 20:19,20; 20:20; 8:4-8).

TOTAL COVERAGE

Luke 9:1,2,11; 10:9,17-19; Matthew 10:7,8; 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; Acts 10:38; 2:22; Philippians 2:9-11

The commission was to be the hope of the world for it covers EVERY SIN and EVERY DISEASE in EVERY PLACE.

(1) He gave them power and authority over ALL devils, and to cure diseases.

The power and authority covers ALL demons and EVERY disease. Even Satan the chief demon falls like lightning at the name of Jesus (Luke 10:17-19).

(2) The power and authority is over ALL the power of the enemy

(3) At the name of Jesus EVERY knee bows, EVERY tongue confesses (Philippians 2:9-11).

(4) The gospel covers EVERY creature, EVERY class (economic, political, etc.), EVERY culture (Jew or Gentile), EVERY country and EVERY continent.

It covers EVERY person and EVERY place. It is global in scope and efficacy.

TRIUMPHANT CLIMAX

Luke 9:1,2,6,10; 10:17-19; Mark 16:20; Acts 8:4-8; 10:38; 5:12; Matthew 4:23; 9:35; 1 Corinthians 4:20; 2:4

When these disciples returned, they told Christ “ALL that they had done” (Luke 9:10). Report of accomplished ministry is essential. Do you report your activities to your spiritual leader? Do you keep back part of the report? (Acts 5: ).

The outing brought forth results as they preached and healed. The Lord will always confirm the word with signs following as we go forth in obedience to His commission (Mark 16:19,20; Matthew 28:18-20).

Satan always falls like lightning and demons will always be subject unto us (Luke 10:17-19). Deliverance and dominion will always be the outcome of the preaching of the kingdom of God (Matthew 12:28).

