EEFECTIVE KNOCKS THAT OPEN DOORS

Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 11:5-13

It is not just sufficient to knock at a door, it is essential that the door ultimately opens for that is the reason behind the knocking. When we knock and the door is not opened, the knocking has more or less been in vain. Effective knocking will always lead to open doors for the occupant of the room will respond with action.

Praying and receiving from God is likened to asking and receiving, seeking and finding, knocking and having the door opened unto us. Though the three constitute one and the same thing yet they bring out some different aspects of praying.

In this study we examine the concept of knocking: the mechanics of knocking (how to knock spiritually -- praying), the motives behind our knocking (a need to be met), the motivation and impetus behind our knocking (the assurance that God will respond) etc. The scripture has emphatically declared that “to him (every one) that knocketh, it shall be opened” (Matthew 7:8).

PRAYING WITH KNOWLEDGE

Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 11:5-13; 1 Kings 18:36-39,41-45; Hebrews 4:14-16; Psalm 115:1-3; Isaiah 65:24.

When we knock and there is no response so that the door remains shut, it is good to examine the facts. Consider the following three cases in which the door to a room is shut and someone stands outside knocking:

(1) The room is empty

If a door is shut and the room is empty, a million knocks will not bring any results for there is nobody in the room to respond to the knock to open the door.

But thank God that the throne room of heaven is never empty. God sits on the throne and will surely hear our knocks and respond positively (Psalm 115:1-3). We can come boldly to the throne of grace to obtain mercy and find grace in time of need (Hebrews 4:14-16).

(2) The occupant of the room is an idol

We know that idols are nothing (1 Corinthians 8:4; 10:19), they are the works of men’s hands (Psalm 115:4), they are dead and cannot function. They have eyes that can’t see, hands that can’t handle, etc. (Psalm 115:5-8). Such an idol cannot respond to the most desperate of knocks. The prophets of Baal on mount Carmel (450 of them) knocked for a whole day but the door remained shut (1 Kings 18:26-29).

But our God is a LIVING God. He responds to His children’s knocks. He responded to Elijah’s knocks (1 Kings 18:36-39).

(3) The occupant of the room is a helpless invalid

The man may wish to respond but his condition renders it practically impossible. Willingness without ability yields no results. This is akin to trusting in man that is impotent, powerless, limited, etc. This is like trusting in Egypt forgetting that they are men and not God, their horses are flesh and not spirit (Isaiah 30:1-5,7; 31:1,3). Cursed is the man that trusts in the arms of flesh (Jeremiah 17:5-8).

But our God is omnipotent, unlimited and faithful to His promises. He has invited us to knock, He will open when we knock.

We need to pray with this knowledge that the throne room of heaven is never empty, that we serve a LIVING God who is ready, willing and able to respond and that Jesus is interceding on our behalf.

PURITY IN THE KNOCKER

Genesis 19:1-11; Luke 13:25-27; Psalm 66:18; 1 John 3:22; cf. John 11:41,42 with 8:29; James 5:16.

It is not only sufficient that a person is there to open the door when we knock, we must be of a disposition and character that warrants the door being opened unto us. No sensible woman will open the door to a rapist no matter how hard he knocks. No sane person will open the door to a violent community tramp no matter how long he knocks.

Lot and then the angels didn’t open the door to the people of Sodom who were knocking because they were mischievous and evil. Then they tried to force the door (Genesis 19:1-11).

The Lord will not open the door for us if we are workers of iniquity (Luke 13:25-27). God will not hear us if we regard iniquity in our hearts (Psalm 66:18). There is the necessity of purity in the knocker (1 John 3:22; James 5:16). God ALWAYS heard Jesus every time He prayed (cf. John 11:41,42 with 8:29).

PERSISTENCE OF THE KNOCKS

Matthew 7:7-11; 15:21-28; Luke 11:5-13; 18:1-8; Acts 12:16; Isaiah 65:24; Jeremiah 33:3; 1 Kings 18:41-45.

If you knocked and the door has not yet been opened, keep on knocking. Persistence will win the day. Importunity will lead to an open door (Luke 11:5-13).

When Peter was miraculously released from prison, he knocked at the door of the house where the church gathered together to pray for him. Rhoda saw him but didn’t open the door because of overwhelming joy. However we are told “But Peter CONTINUED KNOCKING: and when they had opened the door …” (Acts 12:16).

Persistent, importunate, hard and long knocking will lead to the opening of the door. God will respond from heaven. He is more willing and eager to open the door than we are to knock (Isaiah 65:24; Jeremiah 33:3; Luke 18:1-8). The Syrophonecian woman got the miracle she desired for her daughter because of her persistent, unyielding, importunate, persevering knocking (Matthew 15:21-28). Elijah’s persistent knocking brought the promised rain (1 Kings 18:41-45).

