FAITH – KEY TO LIFE AND DOMINION

We live in an era that is beset by adversities on all fronts – economic hardship, social upheaval, political unrest, medical uncertainties, etc. The media is always full of bad news and one can easily despair of life. However to the man who has faith, he can experience triumph amidst the adversities, peace inspite of troubles, plenty in the midst of want and deprivation, enjoy good health in the midst of a sick populace etc.

Faith is indeed the key to life and dominion. Except you believe, you will not be able to see and enjoy the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living (Psalm 27:13). It does not matter the happenings around you, a thousand falling by your side and ten thousand by your right hand, you shall not die but live to declare the works of the Lord if you have living, abiding faith (Psalm 91:7,8; 118:17). Only faith can keep you alive and optimistic in the midst of pessimism and failure. Only faith can enable you to triumph in the midst of battles where many are falling as casualties. Faith is what indeed secures the victory (1 John 5:4).

ABSOLUTE NECESSITY OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:6, 4,5,7,8,11,20-35; 10:38; Galatians 3:11; Romans 1:17; 10:9-17; 2 Chronicles 20:20; Isaiah 7:9; Ephesians 6:16; James 1:5-8; Habakkuk 2:4.

“But without faith it is IMPOSSIBLE to please Him; for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).

This verse underscores the absolute necessity of faith if we ever hope to please God. It is the secret of pleasing God.

Without faith we cannot offer an acceptable, excellent sacrifice unto God (Hebrews 11:4). Salvation and the commencement of our spiritual life starts with faith (Romans 10:9-17). Our christian walk has to be by faith if it is ever to be fruitful. We are justified by faith and the just has to live by faith (Romans 5:1; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Hebrews 10:38; Galatians 3:11). Only with the shield of faith can we quench all the fiery darts of the wicked (Ephesians 6:16). It takes unwavering faith to receive from the Lord (James 1:5-8). Being established and prospering comes through believing God’s word (2 Chronicles 20:20; Isaiah 7:9). The heroes of faith all pleased the Lord by faith (Hebrews 11:4,5,7,8,11,20-35).

ACTIVE NATURE OF FAITH

James 2:17,20,26; 1 Samuel 14:1,6-14; Judges 7:7-15; Joshua 6:2-5,17,20; 2 Chronicles 20:14-29; Matthew 14:27-32; Hebrews 10:23; 11:11.

“Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone … But wilt thou know, o vain man, that faith without works is dead?” (James 2:17,20).

The foregoing verses intimate us with the active nature of faith. Works without faith is dead works (Hebrews 6:1). Faith without works is dead faith (James 2:17,20,26). Neither is complete in itself. It is like fire burning without fuel and fuel burning without fire. Fire and fuel go together because of God’s creative order and makeup.

Faith in God’s ability to give deliverance by a few kept Gideon’s army moving and led to the complete routing of a mighty enemy. The same happened to Jonathan and his armour bearer (1 Samuel 14:1,6-14; Judges 7:7-15).

Faith that the walls of Jericho will fall as God has said made Joshua and the children of Israel to do as commanded though the strategy of warfare in this instance was totally unconventional, unusual, uncommon and looked utterly foolish (Joshua 6:2-5,17,20).

Faith that the enemy will be conquered as prophesied made Jehoshaphat to appoint singers to sing God’s beauty of holiness though the strategy looked doomed to failure (2 Chronicles 20:14-29).

Faith in Christ’s word made Peter to step on the water to walk to go to Jesus (Matthew 14:27-32).

We need to rise up and put our faith to action. Faith will act on God’s promises because “faithful is He who has promised, who also will do it” (Hebrews 10:23; 11:11). Your actions may look foolish, unconventional, unusual, unique, but if it is based on God’s word, you will be victorious.

Pay your tithes in faith and prove God to bless and provide for you as He has promised (Proverbs 3:9,10; Malachi 3:8-12; Deuteronomy 26:1-19). Unbelief that God cannot fulfil His promise, that He might disappoint you will make you to hold back your tithe in order to have some money available for the raining day. For sure the raining day will come but you will have no money for the devourer will have devoured what you kept aside.

But if you will pay your tithe in faith, the raining day will turn to the reigning day because God will supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19).

ABIDING NEWNESS THROUGH FAITH

Genesis 1:26,28; Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-9,23,24,36-38; Joshua 14:10-13; Hebrews 11:33-35; 2 Kings 7:1,2,16-20; 
Living, working faith always produces life and freshness whereas doubt and unbelief always produce staleness, destruction and death.

The men of Noah’s generation and the in-laws of Lot in Sodom perished because they failed to believe Noah’s and Lot’s declarations of God’s mind (Genesis 19:14; 2 Peter 2:5-8).

Unbelief made ten of the twelve spies to give evil report. Unbelief in the hearts of the children of Israel brought discouragement, weeping and eventual destruction to them in the wilderness (Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-4,23,24,36-38). They all died without seeing talk less of tasting the abundance of the land flowing with milk and honey.

Faith kept Joshua and Caleb alive for more than forty years (Numbers 13:30; 14:6-9; Joshua 14:10-13). Faith kept hope bubbling within their hearts, kept their vision of the promised land clear and sharp, gave them courage in the face of dangers, made them to steer clear of the murmuring and complaining that characterised the bulk of the unbelieving Israelites, gave them confidence to encourage other people to rise up with them to go and possess the land and ultimately gave them an inheritance in Canaan.

Unbelief led to the death of the king’s economic adviser (2 Kings 7:1,2,16-20).

Though our outward man perisheth, faith will keep our inward man renewed day by day (2 Corinthians 4:16). There is an abiding newness, freshness, life that faith imparts to those who possess it. A hopeful heart is a youthful heart and faith is the springboard of hope.

Faith is not only the key to life, it is the secret of dominion. Without faith we cannot fulfil God’s mandate of exercising dominion (Genesis 1:26,28). Those who exercised dominion over nature, demons, principalities, who wrought righteousness, subdued kingdoms, brought deliverance and freedom to the oppressed, did it all by faith (Hebrews 11:33-35).

