DELIVERANCE FROM LAWFUL CAPTIVITY II

Isaiah 49:24-26

Even when our capitivity is lawful and justified, God has declared to delivered us if we will cooperate with Him. When the legal ground upon which the captivity is destroyed, the captivity cannot stand since this is equivalent to destroying the foundation of a house. The structure cannot stand if the foundation is uprooted.

However we need to first discover and uncover the foundations in the first place before we can put in the spiritual bulldozers to uproot them. Captivity is never sweet. It denies a person the enjoyment of his God given freedom and life. It puts a person at the mercy of the elements and circumstances.

However there is deliverance through the living Christ from every imposed bondage and lawful captivity.

DOORWAYS TO LAWFUL CAPTIVITY

Psalm 119:67; 107:17; 34:7; John 5:5,14; Mathew 12:43-45; 1 Samuel 16:1-13; 1 Corinthians 10:20,21; 6:13-20; Judges 21:18; Isaiah 5:13; Hosea 4:6; 2 Corinthians 2:11; Luke 13:10-17.

How do people get into lawful captivity? There are many doorways into lawful captivity, alone they can be divided into some main points:

(1) Personal sin and involvement
Sin breaks the protective hedge that God builds around a person and gives the devil opportunity to afflict and oppress (Psalm 119:67; 107:17; John 5:5,14; Mathew 12:43-45). Israel went into captivity because of sin (Numbers 25:1). God’s angel guards but sin will make the angel to leave (Psalm 34:7). The Holy Spirit seals us but sin will make the Holy Spirit to depart as in the case of Saul the first king of Israel (1 Samuel 16:1-13).

Personal involvement and invitation is the surest way to lawful captivity. Those who personally consulted oracles, herbalists, spiritualists, seances, demonic prayer houses, cults etc. in search of power, riches, fame, knowledge, fruit of the womb, healing, protection are already lawful captives. They went to visit the devil in his house and he has locked them up.

Those who have gone into occultism by joining various secret societies and curious religions like the Rosicrucian Amorc, Ogboni, Freemasons, Odd Fellows, Eckankar, Hare Krishna, etc. are already lawful captives. The sacrifices, incense, etc. are offered not to God but to demons (1 Corinthians 10:20,21).

Sexual immorality brings personal defilement and opens the door for direct captivity through the covenant struck with the sin partner as the spirit controlling the person now has legal ground over you or indirect captivity as the devil now has legal ground to put you in captivity (1 Corinthians 6:13-20). Others inherited their curse or captivity through marriage (Judges 21:18).

(2) Parental iniquity, covenants and dedication

Worshipping of idols brings a curse upon descendants unto the fourth generation (Exodus 20:4-6; 34:7). Some people are in lawful captivity as a result of their parents’ iniquities. What is your family background like? Some people are dedicated to family deities by their parents. Since parents are authority figures over our lives, the covenant stands and gives the devil the legal right to operate in such persons’ lives.

Some parents enter into covenant with Satan on behalf of their children. Incisions, concoctions, charms etc. are links through which the devil gains access and control over lives.

Many times the names that parents give to a child can already prepare the way for lawful captivity (1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Genesis 35:18).  Some names throw an open invitation to the devil and he is always very quick and smart to grab such an invitation and opportunity. Names are many times demonic entry points. Consider the following names:

(a) Fayemiwo which means the Ifa oracle or deity has come to conduct an examination over my life. The devil’s examination of any life can only be bad. The devil has never left anything good in his tracks – it is only sorrow, confusion, looting, destruction and death (John 10:10).

(b) Sangowanwa which means Sango the god of thunder has paid me a visit. When the devil visits, he leaves death in his trail.

(c) Abali an Ibo name meaning “Night” signifying darkness.

When a person is named after a dead person, demons can enter so as to revive the character, lifestyle, non-achievement or otherwise of the dead person in the person so named. Consider names like Babatunde, Iyabo, Nnenna, Iye etc.

(3) Ignorance of the truth

Ignorance always fetters people in bondage. God’s people will always go into captivity when they lack the knowledge of the truth (Isaiah 5:13; Hosea 4:6). The devil will always take advantage of the ignorant (2 Corinthians 2:11; Luke 13:10-17).

DELIVERANCE FROM LAWFUL CAPTIVITY

Isaiah 10:27; 61:1-3; Luke 4:18-21; 13:10-17; Acts 10:38; 2:22; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; Daniel 9:5-10; Nehemiah 1:6,7

The sure road to freedom from bondage is to know the route through which you got into the bondage in the first place. There are different solutions for seemingly similar problems because underlying causes differ. The solution to Jonah’s storm is repentance and obedience whereas the one that confronted the disciples needs the manifestation of spiritual authority (Jonah 1:1-15; Mark 4:35-41). Every case of blindness, deafness, dumbness differs and the solutions are also different.

(1) Repentance from sin

Bondage that came as a result of sin can only be eliminated when we first repent of that sin (2 Timothy 2:24-26). Repentance puts us in position for divine intervention, help and deliverance. Repentance from sexual immorality, idolatry, occultism, consultation with fetish priests etc. are essential to break the yokes and captivity associated with them. Repent of ancestral and parental sins as well (Daniel 9:5-10; Nehemiah 1:6,7).

(2) Anointed ministration

It takes the anointing to break the yoke (Isaiah 10:27; 61:1-3; Luke 4:18-21; 13:10-17; Acts 10:38; 2:22). It could be personal anointing as a result of dynamic and violent praying which eventually results in self-deliverance. It could be the corporate anointing in a worship session that brings down the yoke-breaking presence of God. It could be the ministerial anointing of God’s messenger that sets the captives free.

