DOORWAYS TO DEMONIC INVASION
The devil’s main preoccupation today is to invade people’s lives to afflict, oppress, suppress, possess, control, manipulate  and ultimately destroy them (1 Peter 5:8; Job 1:6-22; 2:1-9).

The devil will invade any life that is available, walk in through whatever door is made available, usurp authority over anybody that is ignorant (2 Corinthians 2:11; Isaiah 5:13; Hosea 4:6).

How do demons gain inroads into people’s lives? What are the various avenues that guarantee them access into people’s lives?

Demons are disembodied spirits. They need habitation. This is why they invade wherever they can find solace. Once there, they are unwilling to get out except when forcefully ejected (Matthew 12:43-45; Mark 5:10-14).
VOLUNTARY SUBMISSION

Isaiah 8:19,20; 1 Samuel 28:3-25; 2 Kings 1:1-18; 1 Corinthians 10:20,21; Psalm 106:36-38; Leviticus 17:7; Deuteronomy 32:16,17; 2 Chronicles 11:15; 2 Kings 3:27; Acts 19:19; 16:16-19; Luke 1:15; Hosea 9:11.
Demonic invasion is a misfortune. However there are many who are the direct architects of their own misfortune. They have voluntarily submitted themselves to demonic invasion. There are many threads along this path:
(1) Voluntary seeking of occultic help

Those who seek the services of occultists – witches, sorcerers, necromancers, mediums, etc. lay themselves open to demonic invasion (Isaiah 8:19,20). Saul the first king of Israel sought the services of the witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:3-25). Ahaziah the king of Israel sought the service of the god of Ekron (2 Kings 1:1-18).

We become slaves to whoever we yield ourselves to (Romans 6:16). Those who yield their life to sin and Satan become children of Satan and are bound to be controlled and manipulated by him (John 8:44; Matthew 13:37-39).

(2) Participation and involvement with idolatry

Idolatry is the direct worship of demons (1 Corinthians 10:20,21; Psalm 106:36-38; Leviticus 17:7; Deuteronomy 32:16,17; 2 Chronicles 11:15). The king of Moab offered his eldest son as human sacrifice and experienced great demonic invasion and strengthening (2 Kings 3:27).

(3) Curiosity and involvement with “innocent” play or pastime

Astrology, horoscope, palm reading, tarot card, ouija board, levitation, fortune telling, light magic, etc. are some of the many things that attract the curiosity and attention of mankind today. Many get involved just for the fun of it or as a sort of “innocent” pastime. However it is neither innocent nor is it a pastime. It leads to serious bondage. Without knowing it, many of those who use these curious arts open the door to demonic invasion in their lives (Acts 19:19; 16:16-19).

(4) Parental dedication to idols at life’s foundation

The demonic activities in some people’s lives go back to their birth, some others to their conception and some even before their conception. The dedications and pronouncements made by their parents have sent them into captivity.
Just as there can be divine anointing from the womb, so also there can be satanic anointing while in the womb (Jeremiah 1:5; Isaiah 49:1,5; Judges 13:5,7; Galatians 1:15; Luke 1:41-45,15; Exodus 20:3-6; 2 Kings 5:25-27; Hosea 9:11).

VIOLENT SUBJECTION

1 Peter 5:8,9; Job 1:6-22; 2:1-9; Galatians 5:1; Matthew 12:43-45; 2 Peter 2:20-22; Judges 16:20-21; 1 Samuel 16:14,23; Mark 5:11-14.
Another route to demonic invasion is violent subjection. The devil knows no peace and his method is confrontation and conquest. He is walking to and fro the earth seeking who he may devour (1 Peter 5:8,9). Although with divine permission for a purpose, he invaded the life of Job and caused great havocs (Job 1:6-22; 2:1-9). He had earlier tried to invade Job’s life without success (Job 1:8-10).

The believer needs not to be afraid that the devil can just wake up and invade his life. Except God permits it for a purpose, righteousness and faith will combine together to keep the devil away (1 John 5:18,4; Ephesians 6:16; 1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7).

It is evident that the woman that Jesus delivered from eighteen years of infirmity was a believer for He called her a “daughter of Abraham” yet Satan bound her (Luke 13:11-17). Ignorance of our rights and privileges as God’s children and of how to keep the devil away can result in his taking advantage of us and invading our lives (2 Corinthians 2:11; Isaiah 5:13; Hosea 4:6). It is your duty that you ensure you remain free after Christ has made you free. If you neglect this duty, Satan will put you again into bondage (Galatians 5:1; Matthew 12:43-45; 2 Peter 2:20-22).

When an individual is abandoned by God, when the Holy Spirit that seals him has left, it is easy for the enemy to violently take over. When God’s Spirit left Samson, the Philistines took over (Judges 16:20-21). When God’s Spirit left Saul, an evil spirit took over his life (1 Samuel 16:14,23).
The demons expelled from the Gadarene violently took over the pigs (Mark 5:11-14).

VILE SINFULNESS

1 Corinthians 5:1-5; 6:16-20; 2 Kings 9:22,34; 5:25-27; Revelation 2:18-23; 1 Timothy 1:19,20; 1 John 5:18
Sin is a general human condition and no sin should be tolerated. However some sins are so vile and obnoxious that they create easy doorway to demonic invasion.
The sin of incest is one such sin. The person in Corinth who was involved was delivered to Satan for the destruction of the body (1 Corinthians 5:1-5).

Prostitution and witchcraft are bedfellows. The two Jezebels in the Bible illustrate this fact.  The Old Testament Jezebel was a prostitute and a priestess of Baal. The New Testament Jezebel was a prostitute and a false prophetess in the local church (2 Kings 9:22,34; Revelation 2:18-23).

Involvement with prostitutes is a spiritual covenant and contract. It opens the door for control and manipulation by the spirit controlling the prostitute (1 Corinthians 6:16-20).

When an individual because of his vile sinfulness is cursed, demons forcefully take control of his life to bring the curses to pass. This was the case of Gehazi (2 Kings 5:25-27; Psalm 109:2-20).
Blasphemy is another great sin that could warrant handing over to Satan with the consequence of demonic invasion (1 Timothy 1:19,20).
