DOMINION OVER THE DEVIL

Many people are terrified even with the mere mention of the name devil or Satan. They do not know that permanent victory and dominion over the devil is a possibility without any negative consequences (Luke 10:17-19).
The stark ignorance or rank unbelief in the local churches has enabled the enemy to take advantage and fetter people in bondage (2 Corinthians 2:11; Isaiah 5:13).

However it stands to be said and emphatically taught that the believer can have dominion over the devil. Our victory will be in proportion to our knowledge of the truth that is acted upon (john 8:32).

DESIGNATION AND IDENTITY

Isaiah 14:12-14; Revelation 12:9-12; 13:1-4; 20:1-3; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Malachi 3:8-12; 2 Corinthians 11:3;  4:4; 6:15; John 12:31; Ephesians 2:1-3; Matthew 13:39; 4:3; 13:19,38; 10:25; 12:24; 1 John 5:18.

It is difficult to defeat an enemy we do not know. Knowledge of the nature, identity, thinking, strategy of the enemy will inform our preparation in confronting the enemy.
Satan’s designations and appellations are revealing. His identity as revealed in the scriptures already gives us an advantage in our preparation to confront and conquer him.

Satan is a created being (Ezekiel 28:13). He was originally the most senior angel in heaven. He was called Lucifer the son of the morning (Isaiah 14:12). He rebelled against God’s authority and was cast out with other angels that followed his footsteps (Revelation 12:9).

Today he is the Devil (Diabolos), the chief of all demons (diamonia) and their combined duty is to oppose God and His program.
Some designations of Satan are proper names, others are descriptive of his operations. He is called Lucifer (Isaiah 14:12-14); Devil and Satan (Revelation 12:9); Adversary (1 Peter 5:8,9); Devourer (1 Peter 5:8,9; Malachi 3:8-12); the Great Dragon (Revelation 12:3-12; 13:1-4; 20:1-3); the Old Serpent (Revelation 12:9; 2 Corinthians 11:3); accuser of our brethren (Revelation 12:10); the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4); the prince of this world (John 12:31); the prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:1-3); the enemy (Matthew 13:39); the tempter (Matthew 4:3); the wicked one (Matthew 13:19,38; 1 John 5:18); Beelzebub (Matthew 10:25; 12:24); Belial (2 Corinthians 6:15).
DESIRE AND INTENTION

Luke 22:31,32; 1 Corinthians 10:20,21; Acts 8:9-11; 16:16-19; Revelation 12:9,10; 1 Chronicles 21:1; Job 1:6-22; 2:1-9; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Malachi 3:11; Matthew 13:24-30.
The ultimate desire and intention of the devil is to destroy the victim in time and eternity. He aims to rob us of our blessing here in the world and of our eternal rest over there in heaven. In order to achieve his desire and intention, the devil employs many strategies, devices, designs, methods, etc. Like a thief, he comes to steal, to kill and to destroy (John 10:10).

(1) He desires to have and sift the godly (Luke 22:31,32)
(2) He lures people into Satan worship through idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:20,21)

(3) He operates unrecognized in agents (Acts 8:9-11; 16:16-19)

(4) He accuses the believer God day and night (Revelation 12:10)

(5) He motivates the believer to sin against God (Numbers 25:1-9; 1 Chronicles 21:1)

(6) He petitions God against the believer (Job 1:6-22; 2:1-9)

(7) He is constantly on the look out for preys to devour (1 Peter 5:8,9; Malachi 3:11)

(8) He sows tares when men are sleeping and unguarded (Matthew 13:24-30)

(9) He entraps and enslaves people through deception (Revelation 12:9; 20:3)

DANGER OF IGNORANCE

2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; Acts 23:8; Jeremiah 3:15; Romans 10:1-5; John 8:32,36; Proverbs 4:7.
There are many people that are ignorant of the origin, operations, manifestations, devices, etc. of the devil. The reason for this ignorance differs from person to person. However, there are three major reasons for it:

(1) Unbelief

Some people do not believe in the existence of a personal devil. They think it is the figment of imagination of some religious sycophants. Satan as far as they are concerned is a myth. This has therefore made them not to acquire the knowledge of who Satan is and how to deal with him. This is not a new thing. The Sadducees of old did not believe in a personal devil or even in angels and spirits whether holy or unholy (Acts 23:8).

(2) Lack of teaching

Many believers are aware of the devil and his deadly activities. However for lack of proper teaching in their various local churches or laziness in personal study of the scriptures, they are still ignorant of the devices of the devil (Jeremiah 3:15). As a result they are mesmerized, intimidated, manipulated, buffeted by the devil.
(3) Misinformation

Others have knowledge about the devil – however, it is the wrong type of knowledge. They are misinformed. Misinformation is as bad as stark ignorance for it leads to misfiring at the wrong target. This leads to wrong praying and wrong way of engaging in spiritual warfare with the consequences of suffering fatal defeat. Devoid of right knowledge, misinformation equals ignorance (Romans 10:1-5).

The danger of ignorance is that the devil will take advantage of it to put the ignorant in captivity and unleash damage and destruction (2 Corinthians 2:11; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13). Knowledge is the pathway to freedom and dominion (John 8:32,36).

DOMINION THROUGH INSIGHT

John 8:32,36; 2 Corinthians 2:11, 4:4; Ephesians 1:17-21; Isaiah 5:13; Hosea 4:6; Luke 10:17-19; Revelation 12:11; 1 Peter 5:8,9.
Knowledge is essential for victory and dominion. Exposure to the truth is the royal way to freedom. The truth that we know and act upon has the capacity to set us free (John 8:32,36).
Satan exercises power over men by blinding their minds and keeping them in stark ignorance (2 Corinthians 2:11, 4:4). Half truth or perverted knowledge about the devil can spell disaster. It can result in four different kinds of outcomes:

(1) Fear of the devil

To get to understand the power of the devil without understanding the power and the authority of the believer over him can strike fear in the heart of the believer (Luke 10:17-19). The individual becomes a captive of Satan through fear and intimidation. Such will suffer perpetual defeat.

(2) Fascination with the devil

To get to understand what satanic power can do without understanding the end result and consequences can lead to fascination with the devil. This is what has led many into the occult in their search for power and protection. Their lack of proper and total understanding of the devil has led them into exploring the depths of Satan (Isaiah 8:19,20; Revelation 2:24).

(3) Underestimation of the devil

Some have a shallow understanding of the devil and they underrate and underestimate him as a result. When he therefore comes like a flood, they are too unprepared to wade off the satanic attack. They are consequently swept away (Isaiah 59:19; Revelation 12:13-17).

(4) Overestimation of the devil

Others overestimate the power of the devil. The devil becomes larger than life in their experience. They see the devil in everything – crawling cockroaches, flying birds, blowing wind, closing doors, barking dogs, etc. They are so immersed in their preoccupation with the devil that they have no time to sing unto the Lord a new song, be focused in their work for God. The devil becomes their focus of attention. God is relegated to the background (1 John 4:4; 5:4,5; Romans 8:35-39).
