DESTROYING SATAN’S WORKS
1 John 3:8
“For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the Devil” (1 John 3:8).
This verse sums up the entire ministry and the purpose of the manifestation of the Messiah. He came to destroy the works of the Devil – be it the structures and sting of sin, the edifices and activities of oppression, the strongholds and prisons of Satan’s captivity and release people to truly serve God in spirit and in truth (Acts 10:38; Luke 4:16-21; Isaiah 61:1-3).

In doing this, we see a four-fold method that Christ employed to carry out this mission:
· Expunging Alienating Sins

· Extinguishing Afflicting Sicknesses

· Expelling Abducting Spirits

· Empowering Abiding Saints

Jesus personally did the first three. However He went ahead to empower believers to also carry out the first three. He thereby multiplied Himself – more sins can be forgiven, more sicknesses can be healed, more demons can be cast out (Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-20; Matthew 10:1; Mark 9:14-27).

EXPUNGING ALIENATING SINS

1 John 3:8,12; Genesis 3:1-6; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15; Matthew 1:21; Luke 19:10; Colossians 1:12,13; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 2:1-3,11-22; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21.
The Devil sinned from the beginning and has polluted and corrupted the world with sin (1 John 3:8,12; Genesis 3:1-6; 2 Corinthians 11:1-15).

The Devil is a murderer and a liar and has recruited people to continue his legacy (John 8:44). He is a thief and a devourer as well as well (John 10:10; Revelation 12:1-11; Malachi 3:8-12).
Christ came to save people from their sins (Matthew 1:21; Luke 19:10). Every sinner has the Devil as a father (John 8:44; Matthew 13:36-43). Christ came to redeem them from the hand of the tyrant, to pay a ransom for their lives, to redeem from the slave market of sin and to transform them from the kingdom and power of Satan into the Kingdom and light of God’s dear Son (Colossians 1:12,13; Acts 26:18).
Sin separates us from God (Isaiah 59:1,2). The Devil’s main job is to alienate us from God (Ephesians 2:1-3,11-22). Salvation that reconciles us back to God essentially destroys this strategy of Satan (2 Corinthians 5:17-21).

EXTINGUISHING AFFLICTING SICKNESSES

Isaiah 53:4,5; 1 Peter 2:24; Matthew 8:1-17; 4:23,24; Mark 1:39-42; 5:25-35; Acts 10:38; 1 Peter 2:24
Jesus was manifested to destroy the works of the Devil. One of the ways He carried this out was by healing all that were oppressed of the Devil (Acts 10:38).

He banished an issue of blood (Mark 5:25-35), cleansed leprosy (Mark 1:39-42; Matthew 8:1-4), healed fevers (Matthew 8:17), cured all manner of sicknesses and diseases (Matthew 4:23,24; 8:5-13).

He bore the sicknesses that caused people pain, affliction on the cross so that by His stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:4,5; 1 Peter 2:24; Matthew 8:17).

However during His earthly ministry, He went everywhere extinguishing the flames of afflicting sicknesses and restoring people back to normal health (Matthew 8:1-21). Every time one sickness was healed, another work of the Devil is destroyed.

EXPELLING ABDUCTING SPIRITS

Ephesians 6:11-13; Daniel 10:12-21; Matthew 15:21-28; 12:28,43-45; 4:23,24; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 4:16-21; 13:11-17.
Evil spirits (demons) that took possession of people, abducted their organs and faculties to perpetrate their evil mission were dealt with by Christ. They recognized Christ’s authority over them (Mark 5:2,7-16). They often begged to be left alone or failing that begged to be sent elsewhere (Mark 5:10-13).

However these disembodied spirits always craved an abode (Matthew 12:43-45). They are agents of Satan doing the will of Satan.

Christ destroyed the works of the Devil by casting out many demons and liberating people from their hold (Luke 4:16-21; Matthew 4:23,24).

Christ even declared that the casting out of demons was an evidence of the arrival of the Kingdom of God (Matthew 12:28).

The Devil implements his strategies through his hierarchy of demons – principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world and wicked spirits in high places (Ephesians 6:11-13; Daniel 10:12-21). However Christ’s casting them out meant they couldn’t carry out their mission thereby frustrating Satan’s works and essentially destroying them.
EMPOWERING ABIDING SAINTS

Luke 9:1-6; 10:1,9,17-20; Matthew 10:1; 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; Acts 1:8; 16:16-20;  2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:16.
However, Christ didn’t want the destruction of the works of the Devil to terminate with Him. He ensured that the destruction of Satan’s works will continue after He is physically gone by reproducing Himself, His power and His method in His disciples. He thereby multiplied His efforts and ministry.
Today, many believers in many places at the same time can be ministering salvation to the lost, casting out demons, laying hands on the sick, pulling down satanic strongholds, etc. This creates a multiplied effect in destroying the works of the Devil.

Christ empowered His disciples. He gave them power and authority over all sicknesses and all demons (Luke 9:1-6; 10:1,9,17-20; Matthew 10:1).

Even today, He has given us the power to heal the sick and to cast out demons. These are integral in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-20; Acts 1:8).

We are to carry on the work of destroying the works of the Devil. Won’t you enlist in this mission? Won’t you join the ranks of destroyers of Satan’s works?

