DEMONS: NAMES, NATURE AND ACTIVITIES

There is so much confusion and unscriptural teaching about the nature and activities of demons in the church today. So much mystery surrounds so simple an area that the Bible has shed light on.

Some people believe that the world is so civilized today that demonic activity is a myth and such activity was limited to the time of Christ and the apostles. Nothing can be further from the truth. Satan is still alive and well on planet earth and his demons are in fact more active than at the time of Jesus because they know that their time is running out.

There are yet others who see demons in almost everything and happening around them. This leads to an unhealthy focus on demons and their eyes and worship are no longer fixed on the Lord. They are busy chasing and searching for demons in every nook and cranny. Food poisoning as a result of very poor hygiene is attributed to demons. Failure in examinations as a result of laziness to study and inadequate preparation is blamed on demons. Demonic activity becomes more like a cop out for this set of people.

What the Lord expects of us is a balanced, biblical view of demons. Demons are real and they cause a lot of misery in people’s lives today. They are not responsible for every problem but quite a significant number of disasters are their handiwork. God expects us to know how to deal with them, stem the tide of their influence and manipulation and yet get busy worshipping the Lord and focused on extending the kingdom and exalting the King.

NATURE AND ACTIVITIES OF DEMONS

Matthew 12:43-45; 8:16,28; 9:32,33; 10:1; 12:22; Acts 8:6,7; 15:22; 16:16; Mark 5:12,13; 9:18; Luke 8:26-35; 13:11-17; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 1 Corinthians 10:20,21.

Demons are fallen angels who followed Satan in his rebellion against God. They are often referred to as Satan’s own angels not because Satan created them but that Satan is responsible for influencing and controlling them (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 12:9).

(1) Demons are disembodied (bodiless) spirits

Demons are fallen angels and therefore spirit beings without physical bodies like that of men and animals (Matthew 12:43-45; Mark 5:12).

(2) Demons need bodies to operate through

Demons are always seeking bodies of men or animals to inhabit. Such bodies become their house (Matthew 12:43-45; Mark 5:12). They prefer to inhabit men but failing that they will settle for animals. The more intelligent the body they inhabit the better as they take over the faculties of the body and use them to perpetrate their work (Matthew 8:16,28; 9:32,33; Acts 8:6,7; 16:16; Mark 5:1-13).

(3) Demons are wicked, unclean and vicious

Demons are referred to as unclean spirits in the Bible. They turn the bodies they inhabit into fierce looking and vicious beings (Matthew 8:28; 10:1). Demons are wicked and there are degrees of wickedness in the demonic world (Matthew 12:43-45).

(4) Demons cause a lot of diseases and disasters

Demons operate like their master Satan who is liar and murderer (John 8:44). Of course not all diseases and disasters are caused by demons but many definitely are. Demons cause a lot of diseases, sicknesses, disasters, suicide, departure from the faith etc.

(a) Dumbness (Matthew 9:32,33)

(b) Blindness (Matthew 12:22)

(c) Insanity (Luke 8:26-35)

(d) Deformity (Luke 13:11-17)

(e) Suffering, torture and torment (Matthew 15:22)

(f) Inflicting of personal injuries (Mark 9:18)

(g) Perversion and deviation from revealed truth (1 Timothy 4:1-3)

(h) Departure from the faith (1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 2:17,18)

(i) Encouragement of idolatry (1 Corinthians 10:20,21)

NAMES AND APPELLATIONS OF DEMONS

Mark 5:9; 1:23,26,27; 3:11,30; 5:2;,8,13; 6:7; 7:25; Revelation 9:11; 12:9; Ephesians 2:2; John 16:11; 12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4

Demons are not just nameless spirits. They possess names which often reflect the nature of their assignment and activities. Generally they are called unclean and foul spirits to delineate the moral nature of their activities (Mark 1:23,26,27; 3:11,30; 5:2,8,13; 6:7; 7:25).

Satan the chief of all demons is referred to by several names and appellations – Satan, Devil, strong man, the great dragon, the old serpent, the deceiver, the ruler of this world, the prince of the power of the air, the god of this age etc. (Revelation 12:9; Ephesians 2:2; John 16:11; 12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4).

Other names of demons specifically mentioned in the Bible include Legion, Abbadon, Appolyon (Revelation 9:11; Mark 5:9).

On one occasion, Christ asked of the name of the demon involved in a case and got the answer (Mark 5:9). However on several other occasions, He didn’t bother to do this but only cast out the demons. It is good for us to follow the Jesus way rather than develop an unhealthy interest in knowing the names and intricacies of demons. 

