DELIVERANCE OF THE LAWFUL CAPTIVE
Isaiah 49:24-26
Captivity is never pleasant whether it is lawful or unlawful. The devil does not easily let go his captives (Jeremiah 50:33; Isaiah 49:24).

However, God does not like oppression and He has put Himself on the side of the afflicted. He is the Almighty who has decided to give us dominion over the mighty (Judges 5:13). He is the Strong One (Elohim) who has decided to redeem us from the hand of him who is stronger than us (Jeremiah 31:11).
He has promised to contend with the satanic cohorts who contend against us. He has promised to deliver us from the hand of the terrible that has turned us to a prey (Isaiah 49:24-26).

Yesterday you may be the captive of the mighty. Today you will be the redeemed of the Almighty. Yesterday you may be the prey of the terrible Satan. Today you will be the rescued sheep of the Triumphant Saviour.

PATHS TO LAWFUL CAPTIVITY

Numbers 25:1-10; 1 Corinthians 10:20,21; 6:13-20; Judges 21:18; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Genesis 35:18; Psalm 119:67; 107:17; John 5:5,14; Matthew 12:43-45.
There are many routes into captivity. Some people who ought to be free are nevertheless bound. Their captivity is unlawful. They were forcefully captured and incarcerated through ignorance or satanic subjection (Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; 2 Corinthians 2:11).

However lawful captives are completely responsible for their own bondage. There are many people that are responsible for their own bondage. They are the architects of their own misfortune. They deserve their bondage as culprits who have gone into the devil’s territory by personal choice through consultation with mediums, witchcraft, etc.
Fetish sacrifices are essentially fellowship with demons (1 Corinthians 10:20,21). Joining ourselves to idol worshippers and fornicators open the way to captivity (Numbers 25:1-10; 1 Corinthians 6:13-20; Judges 21:18). Only those who are abhorred of the Lord, already fitted to destruction end up on the laps of harlots (Proverbs 23:27,28; 22:14).

The names given to us can signal the way to captivity (1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Genesis 35:18). Sin will always prepare the way for the captivity (Psalm 119:67; 107:17; John 5:5,14; Matthew 12:43-45).

PROMISE FOR THE LAWFUL CAPTIVE

Isaiah 49:25,26; 60:16; Jeremiah 50:33,34; 31:10,11; Exodus 14:14; Romans 16:20; 2 Corinthians 1:20; 1 Kings 8:56; 2 Peter 3:9.
The Lord has promised to set the captives free and deliver the prey of the terrible. He has promised to fight our battles and grant us the needed freedom (Isaiah 49:25). He has promised to be our Saviour and Redeemer (Isaiah 49:26; 60:16). He has promised to plead our case against the oppressor (Jeremiah 50:33,34; 31:10,11). The Lord has promised to fight on behalf of the captive (Exodus 14:14). The Lord will bruise Satan under our feet shortly (Romans 16:20).

The promise of deliverance should brighten the day of the afflicted. It should put hope in the heart of the lawful captive. There is no shadow of doubt concerning the fulfillment of this promise (2 Corinthians 1:20; 1 Kings 8:56; 2 Peter 3:9).

PARDON FROM THE LIVING CHRIST

Isaiah 59:1,2; 55:6,7; 53:4,5; 1 Peter 2:24,25; Proverbs 28:13; Luke 18:13; 1 John 1:9; James 5:14-16; Mark 2:1-12; 
Salvation is the foundation for deliverance and dominion. Seeking after deliverance without wanting to deal with sin is like chasing shadows. Sin creates a barrier between God and man. Divine help cannot reach us as a result of this (Isaiah 59:1,2).
Sin will forever create a blockage for the fulfillment of the promise of deliverance. The first step towards deliverance is to deal with the problem of sin.
Repentance and forsaking of sins will bring divine mercy and pardon (Isaiah 55:6,7; Proverbs 28:13; Luke 18:13; 1 John 1:9). Healing and deliverance easily follows forgiveness of sins (James 5:14-16; Mark 2:1-12).

Christ’s sacrifice at calvary is first and foremost for the salvation of our souls and for the wholeness of our physical body (Isaiah 53:4,5; 1 Peter 2:24,25).

PRAYER OF THE LAWFUL CAPTIVE

1 John 3:22; 5:14,15; James 5:13; Psalm 50:15; Exodus 3:7-10; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Genesis 32:9-24.
Once the problem of sin has been dealt with and we now stand in right standing with God, we can pray and be heard (1 John 3:22; 5:14,15). We can come as sons and daughters (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Romans 8:14-17).

The righteous who is afflicted is commanded to pray (James 5:13). God has told us to call in the day of trouble (Psalm 50:15).

Passionate prayer like that of Israel will bring down divine help (Exodus 3:7-10). Focused prayer like that of Jabez will bring about a definite change of destiny (1 Chronicles 4:9,10). Importunate prayer like that of Jacob can cancel years of murderous hostility (Genesis 32:9-24).

The lawful captive must reach out for divine help. The bound must cry for deliverance. The fettered must ask for freedom. The gracious Lord will respond by setting the captives free.

PULLING OUT OF LAWFUL CAPTIVITY

James 5:13; Psalm 50:15; Exodus 3:7-10; Matthew 17:14-21; Acts 10:38; 2:22; Luke 4:16-21; 13:10-17;  Isaiah 61:1-3; 10:27; Galatians 5:1; John 5:9-14.
Personal prayer will lead to deliverance (James 5:13; Psalm 50:15; Exodus 3:7-10). Should the deliverance seem not to manifest or slow in coming, seek the ministration of those anointed of God who are walking in righteousness (Matthew 17:14-21; Acts 10:38; 2:22; Luke 4:16-21; Isaiah 61:1-3). To seek the services of the sons of Sceva is to get into greater bondage (). Be sure of the deliverance ministry of whoever you seek his ministration!!
The anointing will surely break the yoke (Isaiah 10:27; Luke 13:10-17). Once you are free, stand fast in that liberty wherewith Christ makes you free (Galatians 5:1; John 5:9-14). What you receive through the minister’s faith and God’s grace, you keep by your personal faith and godly obedience.
