DELIVERANCE IN CHRIST’S EARTHLY MINISTRY
Modelling our ministry after the pattern of Christ’s is the ultimate recipe for success in the christian ministry. He established the best precedent, exhibited the best practice, articulated the best pronouncements, taught and healed in the best proportion.

Christ’s ministry was the ultimate in balance. It brought the fullest of blessings. A servant that will be perfect will indeed be as His master.

Deliverance in Christ’s earthly ministry was common and routine, it brought conquest and relief and it led the delivered captives into comfort and refreshing.

ROUTINE MINISTRY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-20; 11:20; 13:10-17; 5:17; Matthew 10:1-20; 12:28; 9:35; Mark 6:7-13,30,31; 3:1-5; 2:1-13; Acts 2:22; 10:38.
Deliverance ministry has assumed an air of importance and significance that is foreign to the New Testament. It has been turned into a kind of specialist ministry, and many “deliverance ministers” assume an air of superiority and of thinking they belong to a special class of ministers.

Christ anointed His disciples with power and gave them authority to cast out demons. Rather than telling them they needed some special skills and lengthy preparation, He gave them simple and straightforward instructions to cast out demons and heal every disease (Luke 9:1-6; 10:1-20; Matthew 10:1-20; Mark 6:7-13,30,31).

Jesus did not have separate anointing services or deliverance sessions. He taught and healed the people at the same time. Deliverance was a ROUTINE ministry for Jesus and later for His disciples.

Casting out demons signaled the arrival of the Kingdom of God (Matthew 12:28; Luke 11:20). It was part of the credential of the Messiah. It announced the arrival and confirmed the authority of the King (Acts 2:22; 10:38; Matthew 12:28; 9:35; Luke 11:20).

Christ ministered deliverance to people in the course of preaching the Kingdom of God and teaching the mysteries of the Kingdom (Luke 13:10-17; Mark 3:1-5; 2:1-13).

Deliverance was an integral part of Christ’s earthly ministry. It complemented, completed and confirmed the preaching of the powerful Kingdom as well as established the authority and authenticity of the glorious King.

RELIEF MINISTRY FOR THE NOTICEABLY TORMENTED

Isaiah 61:1-3; Luke 4:16-21; 13:10-17; Matthew 8:1-13; 9:35; 15:21-28; Mark 9:14-27; 5:25-35; Acts 10:38.
The deliverance ministry in Christ’s earthly ministry was not to showcase the power and anointing of Jesus so that people could look at Him with awe, it was to provide tangible relief for the noticeably oppressed and tormented.

It was to set the captives free and release the oppressed (Isaiah 61:1-3; Luke 4:16-21; 13:10-17; Matthew 8:1-13; 9:35; 15:21-28; Mark 9:14-27; 5:25-35; Acts 10:38).

The Devil has turned the world into a kind of wasteland – desolate, distressing, disturbing, depressing and dangerous (Isaiah 14:12-17; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Job 1:6-20; 2:1-9).

Christ came to destroy the works of the Devil, pull down every satanic edifice and stronghold, cancel every form of satanic oppression, harassment, affliction, etc. He came to liberate people from Satan’s rule (1 John 3:8; Colossians 1:13,14).

Christ’s ministry brought great relief to the daughter of the Syrophonecian woman who was grievously vexed by a demon (Matthew 15:21-28). It brought unspeakable and unquantifiable relief to the man of Gadara after the legion of demons were forcefully ejected from his life (Mark 5:1-20; Matthew 8:28,29). It brought a timely relief to the violently epileptic boy and his emotionally troubled father (Mark 9:14-27).

REFRESHING MINISTRY WITH NOTABLE TRIUMPH

John 11:44; Matthew 21:2,42; Mark 11:2-4; 5:25-35; 2:12; 12:11; Luke 19:30; 13:10-17; 5:26; Isaiah 61:3
The deliverance ministry brought refreshing and renewal. When a ox is loosed, it is LED to watering (Luke 13:15). The released and delivered are then led to find freedom and fulfillment, to enjoy quality health and provision.
We must loose and lead away to the fountain of freedom, to the spring of joy. “Loose him and let him go” must be our watchword. “Loose him and bring him hither” to the Saviour must be our goal (John 11:44; Matthew 21:2; Mark 11:2-4; Luke 19:30).

To find relief is glorious. To be given a new lease of life and health is beyond qualification. To be set free to be who God wants us to be, to have a new purpose for our finances rather than spending it to chase futile cures is to enjoy refreshing indeed! (Luke 13:10-17; Mark 5:25-35).

No wonder the people exclaimed that they have never seen it in this fashion before. It was indeed the day of great things! (Mark 2:12; 12:11; Luke 5:26; Matthew 21:42).

