DAVID: THE CONQUEST OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:32
All those mentioned in this verse were leaders. Faith is not only necessary for personal survival and victory, it enables us to make our calling and election sure.

The first four Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah were judges and warriors, the last three, David, Samuel and the prophets were prophets. However, Many of the prophets like Samuel and Ezekiel were also priests.  Hence we can say the first set were warriors and judges. The last set were priests and prophets. David is the only king mentioned of all the kings of Israel. Hence, David occupied a middle position ad prophet, priest and king.
In our calling as administrative rulers, judges, kings as well as spiritual prophets and priests, we need bold, conquering faith to triumph and make good.

DAWN OF CONFIDENT FAITH

1 Samuel 16:11; 17:34-36; Mark 11:22-24; Zechariah 4:10; Isaiah 60:22; Matthew 17:20; Luke 17:6; Romans 10:17.
David kept his father’s sheep (1 Samuel 16:11). In the course of his duty, dangers arose. There were two separate attacks from a lion and then from a bear. The two beasts were intent on devouring lambs that David looked after. David though young rose to the challenge and slew both the lion and the bear (1 Samuel 17:34-36). This is the dawn of confident faith. This was the beginning of the manifestation of David’s faith.

Just as David manifested faith in the course of his duty, God expects us to manifest faith to solve the problems that we encounter in the course of our duty.
There is no special arena in which to manifest faith. Faith is manifested in the ordinary course of daily life as we go about our normal duties. We need to say unto the mountains that we encounter along our way to be cast into the sea (Mark 11:22-24). There are many who are prepared to say to the mountain in Saudi Arabia to be cast into the sea. But God wants us to speak to THIS mountain before us, the mountain we can see, the mountain that is disturbing us not the mountain that we cannot see and have no idea whether it shifts or not after our command.
We should never despise the day of small beginnings (Zechariah 4:10). Today’s little fire can become tomorrow’s forest blaze. Today’s small one will become tomorrow’s strong nation (Isaiah 60:22).What matters most is not the size of the faith but the strength of the faith, not the quantity of the faith but its quality. Even faith as little as a grain of mustard seed can do wonders (Matthew 17:20; Luke 17:6).

If your faith is little, see to it that it is confident and strong. It will grow as you feed it for faith comes by hearing God’s word (Romans 10:17).

The faith that slays the bear today will eliminate Goliath tomorrow. The faith that heals headache today will grow to raise the dead tomorrow. Keep on feeding your faith and keep it growing. Don’t allow it to be dampened by the unbelief of Saul or rendered useless by the armour of Saul. Keep it simple and effective.
DEMONSTRATION OF CONQUERING FAITH

1 Samuel 17:34-37; 14:1-15; Joshua 10:12-14; 1 Kings 18:36-38; 2 Kings 1:9-14; 2:9-15; 4:1-7; 5:1-15; 6:5-7; 7:1-20.
David was later anointed as a king over Israel – God’s flock (1 Samuel 13:13,14; 16:1-13). David went to the battlefield in response to his father’s request to go and see his brothers and bring back word about their welfare (1 Samuel 17:12-18).
David went as the unannounced and uncrowned king of the nation. He met the nation in distress and complete paralysis. They were mesmerized and intimidated by a bold and daring enemy (1 Samuel 17:11,24).

However, David could see a parallel between his former position and the present position. As a shepherd boy, he looked after sheep. As the anointed king, he was to look after God’s sheep (flock). If he won the victory over the bear and the lion, he was sure to win the victory over Goliath.

The lion is the king of the jungle. Goliath is a champion of the city. Both are special and dangerous enemies of progress (1 Samuel 17:34-37). Faith conquers the enemies of progress.

David manifested faith to bring Goliath down and deliver Israel from the reproach. It was the demonstration of confident, conquering faith.

Other people at other times have demonstrated confident, conquering faith in dangerous circumstances (1 Samuel 14:1-15; Joshua 10:12-14).
DOMINION THROUGH CONQUERING FAITH

2 Samuel 5:17-25; 22:30,34,35; 23:1-5; 18:27-30; 2 Samuel 8:1-18; 21:15-22; Psalm 144:1; 18:34; 1 John 5:4
David was later to fight many perilous battles and his conquering faith saw him through every one of them.
His conquering faith enabled him to receive winning strategies from the Lord (2 Samuel 5:17-25). His conquering faith enabled him to receive training and impartation of divine strength and unparalleled skills to fight difficult battles and triumph (Psalm 144:1; 18:34; 2 Samuel 22:30,34,35).
He fought the enemies at the threshing floor of Keilah, at the valley of Rephaim, the valley of Elah, and a host of other places (1 Samuel 23:1-5; 18:27-30; 2 Samuel 8:1-18; 21:15-22).

Unbelief is the pathway to peril (2 Kings 7:1-20). Faith imparts life to those who possess it. It brings them victory and dominion irrespective of their situation. Possessors of faith always see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. They always come out triumphant in life’s fiery battles. Faith is the victory.
