CURING THE INCURABLE
John 5:1-13
At the pool of Bethesda, the opportunity for healing came only once in a while but a great multitude awaited healing. Others had people to help them but the man in our text had no one to help him.

His case was long standing and possibly grew worse with every passing year. Looking at his situation from the natural, the odds were stacked high against him. His case looked impossible, his infirmity incurable.

However there is no situation that is beyond redemption when Christ is in the picture. There is no person that is incurable when the healer is passing by.

Without this man talking, Christ knew he had been suffering for a long time (John 5:6). The Lord knows what we have been passing through. He has come to deliver us (Exodus 3:7-10). He is reaching out to help and bless us today. His word to you is “Wilt thou be made whole?” (John 5:6).

METHOD OF THE MASTER

John 5:1-14; 18:38; Mark 5:25-35; 10:46-52; Matthew 9:27,28; 20:30-34; Luke 23:8,9; Isaiah 55:8,9
Jesus walked by the pool of Bethesda and saw a great multitude of infirm people (John 5:2-5). He didn’t straight away heal every one of them. Why didn’t Jesus just heal all of them? He singled out one man for healing and this was the only one on record to have received healing at this particular time (John 5:1-14).
For most of them, their eyes were on the pool. They saw the pool as the source of healing not just a point of contact. They saw the angel as the source of healing not just as a messenger that brings healing. Now that the Healer is around, what need have we of the pool? We can touch him directly and be made whole (John 5:4,7; Mark 5:25-35).

We need to follow the example of the Saviour. It is not a gospel minister’s job to just go into a hospital and heal everybody there regardless of whether they want it or not.
“Wilt thou be made whole?” was Christ’s question to this man. What a question! If he didn’t want to be whole, why is he there, some are bound to reply. However Christ wanted to ascertain the genuineness of his desire (John 5:6).

This is always the method of the Master. The question to blind Bartimaeus was “What wilt thou that I should do unto thee”. How far are we sure he is not more interested in silver than in sight? He received only that which he asked for (Mark 10:46-52).
Herod wanted to see a miracle for curiosity sake (Luke 23:8,9). Pilate asked about the truth not that he cared so much for it (John 18:38). The Lord does not just perform miracles to satisfy human curiosity or for the fun of it. “Believest thou that I am able to do it?” is still Christ’s question to us today. (Matthew 9:27,28). Wilt thou be made whole?
MOANING OF THE MISERABLE

John 5:7; Micah 4:9; Revelation 12:10; 1 John 2:1; Psalm 103:13,14; Matthew 20:1-6; Luke 15:25-32.
The infirm man began a long story in response to Christ’s question. The story had no relevance to the question. “Wilt thou be made whole?”. Answer yes or no! Do you want to be healed? Respond in the affirmative!

He began to bemoan his lack of an helper. All his efforts were always too late. Others possess the blessing before he gets there (John 5:7).

What a picture of many that only complain about their problem. They moan about their lot in life. They invite the pity of people. They cry and moan like people without a compassionate father (Psalm 103:13,14). They weep and wail like the lost without a redeemer (Micah 4:9). They are despondent like the accused without an advocate (Revelation 12:10; 1 John 2:1). Ask them why they are idle and are not prospered and they will answer because no man hath hired us (Matthew 20:1-6). Others like Jonah or the elder son are always moaning about God’s mercy to others (Jonah 4:1-9; Luke 15:25-32).
Moaning does not solve our problem. Blaming others brings no relief to our woes. We need to tackle the problem headlong. If nobody is available to help you, rise up anyway and walk!
MIRACLE OF MERCY

John 5:8-13; Matthew 15:21-28; 2 Kings 5:1-20; 1 Kings 17:16-24; Luke 4:25-27; 1:28-30; Mark 8:22-26; 10:46-52.
The great multitude of impotent and infirm folk sat beside and around the pool awaiting the arrival of the angel. The pool is called in Hebrew “Bethesda” which means “house of mercy”. It was like a public infirmary.

Only this man with a 38-year old infirmity was healed at this instant. He was singled out for blessing just like others in other eras and other places (2 Kings 5:1-20; 1 Kings 17:16-24; Luke 4:25-27; 1:28-30; Mark 8:22-26; 10:46-52).

This man shouldn’t have received any healing based on his answer. However Jesus healed him. He told him to rise up and walk. He did. He was cured. Thirty eight years of infirmity instantly disappeared. It was a miracle of mercy (John 5:8-13).
We do not come on the basis of merit. What we receive is as a result of His mercy. The Syrophonecian woman was not entitled to healing. She received it as a result of divine mercy (Matthew 15:21-28; 9:27; Mark 10:46,47).

