CONFRONTING AND OVERCOMING THE STRONGMAN
Luke 11:21,22
Satan is the armed strongman whose palace is well guarded and his stolen goods are secure (Luke 11:21). But not forever!

The time has come for us to challenge the Devil concerning his wicked activities, confront him in the power of the Lord, overcome him in the power of the Holy Spirit and set his captives free.

The Devil’s job is to roam about the place. He goes to and fro the earth, walking up and down in it. He is roaming about seeking whom he may devour (Job 1:6,7,12; 2:1-7; 1 Peter 5:8,9).

If he is not challenged and confronted, he just continues to execute his wickedness. This was the situation in Job’s time. Nobody challenged him or confronted him. He had an easy time combing the community for easy preys. He just walked about like a leader of a street gang; like a faceless outlaw. Job eventually fell victim of the Devil’s patrol (Job 1:6-22; 2:1-9).

However we know better today and are better prepared to fight the enemy. We confront him, resist him until he flees (1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7). We confront him and contend with him until his army flees (Joshua 11:1-11; Hebrews 11:34).

The total revelation of the scriptures is that if we summon the courage to confront the enemy, contend with him in battle, victory is assured for us (Deuteronomy 2:24,25,32-37).

CONFRONTATION OF THE SEASONED WICKED

Luke 11:22; Exodus 5:1,2; 1 Samuel 17:32-52; Judges 6:1-14; 7:1-25; 15:15,16; 11:1-30; 4:1-24; 3:1-31; Joshua 11:1-11.
Wickedness is in varying degrees and the wicked are in different levels of expertise. The Devil is the chief architect of wickedness. He is evil personified. He is the practiced thief, the seasoned murderer, the experienced oppressor, the perfect devourer. He originates, develops and engineers his devices. He does not operate with borrowed ideas. When he tells a lie, he tells one of his own creations (John 8:44).

The Devil may be the strongman but he is not the ultimate in strength. The Devil may be mighty but he is not the ALMIGHTY. Satan may be strong. Our Redeemer is STRONGER than Satan (Jeremiah 50:33,34; 31:11).

We cannot allow the Devil to operate unchallenged. We must come upon him. We must challenge him and confront him:
“But when a STRONGER than he shall come upon him, and overcome him” (Luke 11:22).

There cannot be an overcoming without a confrontation first. Except we are stronger than the enemy, our challenge will be an empty challenge that is bound to end up in utter defeat.

However, we thank God because we can be stronger than the enemy. We can put on the whole armour of God that is capable of withstanding every form of satanic assault (Ephesians 6:12-18). We have mighty weapons that we can use to pull down satanic strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). Christ has given us power over all the power of the enemy (Luke 10:19). We can confront the Devil in the name, the power and the strength of the Lord (1 Samuel 17:44-52).

Don’t allow the Devil to gain ground in your life. Put on your strength O Zion and confront the Devil. Come upon him and overcome him (Isaiah 52:1,2).

There must be a Moses to confront Pharaoh, a David to confront Goliath, a Gideon to confront the Midianites, a Samson to confront the Philistines, a Jephthah to confront the Ammonites, a Deborah and Barak team to confront the Canaanites, a Joshua to confront Jabin and the satanic confederacy, an Ehud to confront Eglon, an Othniel to confront Chushanrishathaim. Will you confront the Devil? (Exodus 5:1,2; 1 Samuel 17:32-52; Judges 6:1-14; 7:1-25; 15:15,16; 11:1-30; 4:1-24; 3:1-31; Joshua 11:1-11).

CONQUEST OF THE SWORN WICKED

Luke 11:22; Revelation 12:11; 1 Peter 5:8; James 4:7; Hebrews 11:34; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:16.
“But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, AND OVERCOME HIM” (Luke 11:22).

Although the Devil is the sworn enemy of God and man, we are bound to be victorious over him in our confrontation. The Devil and his agents are the sworn enemies of all righteousness (Acts 13:10).
Just as the heroes of faith of past generations confronted the enemy and won the victory, we will win the victory. Ehud, Othniel, Jephthah, Gideon, Joshua, Moses etc. all had outstanding victories over the enemy (Exodus 5:1,2; 1 Samuel 17:32-52; Judges 6:1-14; 7:1-25; 15:15,16; 11:1-30; 4:1-24; 3:1-31; Joshua 11:1-11).

In heaven, victory over the Devil was through the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. We also shall experience similar victory (Revelation 12:11).

As we resist the enemy by faith, we will put him to flight and overcome him (1 Peter 5:8; James 4:7; Hebrews 11:34).

Overcoming and overpowering the Devil is our goal. Subduing and destroying every satanic network is our task. Pulling down every satanic stronghold is our mission.

CONFISCATION OF HIS SPIRITUAL WEAPONS

Luke 11:22; 1 Samuel 17:1-11,23,41-52; 21:8,9; 2 Samuel 23:21; 5:20,21; 26:12-16; Judges 16:1-3,20.
“and overcome him, he taketh from him ALL his armour wherein he trusted” (Luke 11:22).

It is not sufficient to overcome the Devil, we must also confiscate all his weapons of oppression that he has been using to put people in captivity.

The Devil puts his trust in his devices and armour just like Goliath put his trust in his armour. Goliath was so confident of his armour that he thought that he was invincible (1 Samuel 17:1-11,23,41-52). Even David commented that there was no sword like the sword of Goliath (1 Samuel 21:8,9).

We must confiscate all the armour that the Devil trusts in. We must not be satisfied with confiscating many of them or most of them. The goal is confiscating ALL of them.

Whenever we have access to the devices, armour and weapons of the enemy or the instruments of wickedness and oppression, we must confiscate them and get them out of circulation.

David burnt the talisman of the Philistines (2 Samuel 5:20,21). Samson threw away the iron gates of Gaza (Judges 16:1-3).

CLEARANCE OF HIS STOLEN WEALTH

Luke 11:22; John 10:10; 9:1-36; Acts 10:38; Luke 13:11-16; 4:16-21; Isaiah 61:1-3; 1 John 3:8; 1 Samuel 30:1-20
“and divideth his spoils” (Luke 11:22).

The goods that are said to be in peace in the palace of the Devil are stolen goods – people’s joy, peace, wealth, health, freedom, etc. (John 10:10; Acts 10:38; Luke 13:11-16).
Following overcoming the Devil and confiscating his weapons, we need to distribute or rather return back to the original owners what the Devil has stolen. This is dividing the spoils.

· The captives are set free – we give them back their freedom.

· The sick are healed – we give them back their health.

· The yoked are delivered – we give them back their stolen blessing.

The ministry of deliverance liberates people from Satan’s rule and oppressive power and enables them to recover lost virtues and values. There is healing for the brokenhearted, freedom for the captive etc. (Luke 13:11-16; 4:16-21; Isaiah 61:1-3).

