BUILDING STRONG AND STEADFAST FAITH
Faith is an essential companion in life’s journey. Without it we cannot please God (Hebrews 11:6). Without faith we cannot receive the best that God has to offer (James 1:5-8). We are encouraged to follow the footsteps of those who through faith and patience inherited the promises (Hebrews 6:12).

Faith is the sole and sufficient basis for victorious living. We get saved by faith. We get sanctified by faith. We receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit by faith. We cast out demons by faith. Only prayer that is offered in faith is guarantee any answer. We lay hands on the sick by faith and they recover.

For all these foregoing reasons, every serious believer will make developing his faith a priority. Our aim will then be to develop strong and steadfast faith that puts on a level of constant dominion and continual victory.

HINDRANCES TO STRONG FAITH

Zechariah 4:10; Isaiah 60:22; Job 8:7; Mark 4:28; Matthew 15:3,6; Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; 1 Corinthians 10:13.
Many people never develop their faith beyond basic, baby level for a number of reasons. It is essential that we recognise these hindrances to strong faith, eliminate them and thereby commence our journey to building strong faith:

1. A wrong concept or conception of faith

Some people have witnessed unscriptural manifestations or demonstration of so-called faith and have been put off as a result. Others see faith as an easy cop out, an inability or unwillingness to face life’s reality. However, it needs to be said that faith is not blind chance. It is not opposed to reason. In reality it goes beyond reason. Faith is rooted in the reasonableness and faithfulness of God.

Many regard all speech about faith as babbling (Acts 17:18-21,32; 26:24,25,28). Others are looking for something similar to magic (Acts 8:18-21).

2. Unwillingness to start small

Some people want to have strong faith straight away without developing it. The principle of growth applies also in the realm of faith: “First the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear” (Mark 4:28). We must not despise the days of small beginnings. Great ends have humble beginnings (Zechariah 4:10; Isaiah 60:22; Job 8:7).
3. faithless and impotent traditionalism

The tradition of the elders has a way of neutralising and nullifying the effectiveness of God’s word and its faith-developing ability is therefore rendered useless (Matthew 15:3,6). Developing a strong faith in an atmosphere of faithless and impotent traditionalism is a practical impossibility.
4. Ignorance of God’s word
Steadfast faith can only be exercised when all uncertainty concerning God’s will in the matter is eliminated. Appropriating faith cannot go beyond one’s knowledge of the revealed will of God. It is God’s will to heal, prosper, bless His people, save, deliver, etc. (3 John 2; Psalm 84:11; 35:27; 37:25; Exodus 15:26; Isaiah 54:14-17). The more of God’s revealed will that we know and are sure of, the easier to exercise faith.
Ignorance allows the devil to take advantage of the believer (2 Corinthians 2:11). Many people are in captivity for longer than necessary because they are ignorant of God’s way of escape (Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 5:13; 1 Corinthians 10:13; John 8:32,36). 
5. Feeding on error

Knowledge is important but the RIGHT kind of knowledge – The knowledge of God’s word. Error is WRONG knowledge and is not a basis for overcoming faith. Knowledge from the Jehovah’s Witnesses or the Mormons will never help you to develop a strong and steadfast faith for it all boils down to error.
To exercise faith for what God has not promised is to be praying and asking amiss. Real faith can only be built on the truth and not on error.

HIGHWAY TO STEADFAST FAITH

Romans 10:17; Galatians 3:2,5; Acts 14:7-10; 27:25; 2 Corinthians 5:7; 4:13; James 5:13-16; Hebrews 10:38; Romans 4:17-21: Genesis 1:1-3.
1. Feed on God’s word

Faith comes by hearing, studying, meditating on God’s word. Knowledge of God’s word is the pathway to developing strong faith (Romans 10:17; Galatians 3:2,5; Acts 14:7-10). Fear and dread comes by hearing the words of men (1 Samuel 17:1-23; Numbers 13:31-33; 14:1-10; Nehemiah 6:10-13). Unbelief and doubt comes by hearing and meditating on error and Satan’s deceptions.
2. Exercise your God-given faith

Faith grows as it is used just like our members of the body grow with usage. Speak the word of faith, make the confession of faith, pray the prayer of faith, walk by faith, live by faith and you will see your faith growing exceedingly (2 Corinthians 5:7; 4:13; James 5:13-16; Hebrews 10:38; Acts 27:25; Romans 4:17-21: Genesis 1:1-3).
HALLMARKS OF STEADFAST FAITH

Hebrews 6:12; 11:1-40; Mark 9:23; 11:20-23; Matthew 17:20; 1 Kings 18:1,41-46; James 5:13-16; 1:5-8
It does not waiver in the face of difficult circumstances and it gets results EVERYTIME. To the person who manifests strong and steadfast faith in the face of seeming impossibility, all things are possible (Mark 9:23; Matthew 17:20). The prayer of such steadfast, unwavering faith always bring down the needed blessing (1 Kings 18:1,41-46; James 5:13-16), receives the needed wisdom (James 1:5-8), always removes disturbing and obstructing mountains by the word and command of faith (Mark 11:20-23).
The tremendous exploits of the heroes of faith recorded for us in Hebrews chapter eleven is a testimony to the power and the accomplishments of faith (Hebrews 6:12; 11:1-40). Exploits and achievement spanning every area of human endeavour will always be the results of strong and steadfast faith.
