BREATHROUGH IN LIFE AND MINISTRY III

Wisdom is a foundational ingredient for success. It leads to breakthrough in life and ministry. Planning without acting achieves nothing. Acting without planning results in confused output. We need to plan our activities and manage our affairs with wisdom and discretion (Psalm 112:5; 2:11; 3:215:2; 19:11).

Failure can be divided into those who thought and never did and into those who did and never thought

Reverend W. A. Nance

In this message, we look at the prudence of Joshua and the planning of Jochebed and round up with the pattern of Jesus.

If we will only follow the pattern of Jesus our perfect example and model, everything will be alright, breakthrough in life and ministry is assured.

THE PRUDENCE OF JOSHUA

Joshua 2:1-23; 8:9; Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10; Proverbs 4:7; 2:11,12; 3:13-23,35; Luke 15:11-24.
Prudence (wisdom) is essential in any undertaking if we are to succeed at it. In fact wisdom is the principal thing. Wisdom brings honour, longevity, success (Proverbs 4:7; 2:11,12; 3:13-23,35).

Wisdom is learning from past mistakes – whether ours or that of other people. The lessons learnt from such mistakes can be used to map a better path in life’s journey.

Joshua was one of the twelve spies that were sent to view Canaan. The majority came back with an evil report that eventually destroyed the motivation of Israel to rise and possess (Numbers 13:28-33; 14:1-10).

Joshua learnt from this episode and applied the lessons well. When Israel got the brink of Canaan, Joshua repeated the spying exercise, however with some alterations:

(1) Joshua sent two spies rather than twelve (Joshua 2:1-23). Too many hands spoil the soup!

(2) Joshua received the report personally (Joshua 2:23). He didn’t allow the spies to address the congregation directly (Numbers 13:25-33). This is to preempt the occurrence of what happened under Moses (Numbers 14:1-10).

After the defeat that they suffered as a result of Achan’s sin, Joshua lodged among the people while he sent others ahead to lay ambush (Joshua 8:9; 7:1-11). This was to give him an oversight of what was going on in the camp lest their sinful action lead Israel to defeat again (Joshua 7:1-26).

Wisdom is essential for breakthrough in life and ministry. We need wisdom in managing our time, life, affairs, finances, resources, circumstances. The prodigal son lacked the wisdom to manage his resources, he can to want (Luke 15:11-24).

Water when well managed can be used to irrigate land or turn turbines, when not well managed, it can become a destructive flood. We need wisdom to manage situations that could otherwise become explosive. We need wisdom to turn dying businesses around or to get the best out of the opportunities confronting us.

THE PLANNING OF JOCHEBED

Exodus 1:15-22; 2:1-10; 1 Samuel 17:50,51; 2 Samuel 23:20,21; Luke 14:28-33; Proverbs 6:6-8; 14:15,18; 22:3; 27:12.
Jochebed was the mother of Moses (Numbers 6:20; 26:59). Contrary to the evil edict of Pharaoh the king of Egypt, she planned and her son was preserved. She hid the boy for three months (Exodus 1:15-22; 2:1-10). She stage-managed Moses’ preservation. Her planning turned a disadvantage into an advantage.

Moses would ordinarily have been brought up at Jochebed’s expense. Now she was paid to look after Moses. God used the resources of the enemy to preserve a deliverer for Israel. This was like using Goliath’s sword to cut off his own head (1 Samuel 17:50,51; 2 Samuel 23:20,21).

Strategic planning and foresight are essential for breakthrough in life and ministry. Successful outcome of a project depends on the detailed planning of how best to execute it (Luke 14:28-33).

Planning before executing a project enables us to be more systematic, thorough and more productive. We eliminate time wastage as well as the waste of resources.

THE PATTERN OF JESUS

Hebrews 12:2; 1 Peter 2:21; Ephesians 4:20,21; Luke 11:1,7-16,31,32; 2:52; Matthew 12:41,42; John 7:46; 8:29; 14:30; 2:13-17; James 5:11
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). Christ is our perfect example in all departments of life. He is the model Son and the model leader.

If by following the example of the heroes of faith, who at best are human, frail and fallible, we can inherit the promises (Hebrews 6:12), how much more are we assured of breakthrough if we follow the example of the perfect Son of God who Himself is the author and finisher of our faith?

The prayer of Jesus is much better and result-oriented than the prayer of Jabez (Luke 11:1; 6:12; John 11:41-44). We can follow His teaching on prayer and emulate His pattern and model of prayer (John 16:23,24).
The purity of Jesus is more crystal clear and transparent than the purity of Joseph (John 14:30; 8:29).

The patience of Jesus cannot be faulted. It goes beyond the fragile patience of Job (James 5:11; Job 27:1-6; 40:1-9; 42:1-6).

The passion of Jesus for God’s house and glory was far more surpassing than the passion of Jonathan for victory for God’s people (John 2:13-17).

The perseverance of Jesus in the face of adversity, opposition and the cross surpasses the perseverance of Jacob in his work and at Peniel (Luke 13:31-33; 22:41-44; John 11:7-16).

The preparation of Jesus over 30 years for the three and a half years of earthly ministry was more thorough than the preparation of Jephthah for his life’s work (Hebrews 5:8,9; Luke 2:48-52).

The prudence of Jesus (a greater than Solomon) is incomparable with the prudence of Joshua (Luke 11:31,32; 2:52; Matthew 12:41,42; John 7:46).

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps“” (1 Peter 2:21; Ephesians 4:20,21).

