BREAKTHROUGH IN LIFE AND MINISTRY II

There are many people that desire success and breakthrough in life and ministry but they are groping in darkness, lost in the jungle of ignorance and frustrated because their dreams are not coming through.
However what these people need is the light of the word that shines for them to see the way and eliminate every groping and stumbling (John 12:35,36,46; 11:9,10; 9:4; Isaiah 2:3,5). The word shows us the old, proven ways of breakthrough (Jeremiah 6:16; Isaiah 30:21). If we will tread this path, breakthrough is certain.

In this message, we look at three different elements that are necessary for a breakthrough – passion, perseverance and preparation. These elements are again anchored to three Bible characters – Jonathan, Jacob and Jephthah -- whose lives most reflect the traits.

THE PASSION OF JONATHAN

1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:27-42; 14:6,1; 1 Corinthians 16:15; Revelation 3:15,16; Matthew 13:44-46; Luke 22:36.
One character trait that was partly responsible for Jonathan’s success in life was his passion. His friendship with David was passionate. Even Saul his father could not understand the basis of such passionate love and commitment for David who Saul perceived as a rival (1 Samuel 18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:27-42).
There was a battle to fight and Saul was still hesitating and indecisive. Jonathan called his armour bearer: “Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised” (1 Samuel 14:6,1). He mapped out a strategy, gave a fleece and declared: “for there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few” (1 Samuel 14:6).

He went into the battle and thereby set in motion a significant victory for Israel as recorded in the scriptures. He had a breakthrough in victorious warfare.

Breakthrough in life and ministry is dependent on the passion with which we live and work. How decisive and committed are you? Are you focused and dedicated? How addicted are you to your course? (1 Corinthians 16:15).

Lukewarmness and lack of passion are foundations for defeat in life and ministry. The man with a passion is ready to pay the ultimate price to realize his dreams. He will be ready if need be to sell all he has just to buy the pearl of great price (Revelation 3:15,16; Matthew 13:44-46; Luke 22:36).
THE PERSEVERANCE OF JACOB

Genesis 31:40; 32:26; Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 5:25-34; Galatians 6:9; Luke 18:1-8; Judges 8:1-5.
One character trait amongst many that contributed to Jacob’s success in life is perseverance – the ability to keep on keeping on in the face of adverse circumstances. Jacob possessed a tenacity that is unmatched by many in the scriptures.
Jacob served an oppressive employer that had no mercy and showed no consideration (Genesis 31:38-42). Yet he served faithfully for twenty years in this capacity. Not many people can last such a distance.

Jacob worked in a harsh environment and for a terrible taskmaster and slave driver yet he was dedicated to his job: “Thus I was; in the day the drought consumed me, and the frost by night; and sleep departed from mine eyes” (Genesis 31:40).

Though Laban “changed his wages ten times”, his perseverance was rewarded by God and it brought him wealth.

This same character trait brought him victory at Peniel: “I will not let thee go, except thou bless me” (Genesis 32:26). He wrestled with perseverance and prevailed.

Too many people are easily discouraged. They give up too soon. They have not developed the stamina that can enable them to last the distance. They have not developed the endurance to pull through. Too often, they are like the gold explorer that stopped three feet short of breakthrough. They start projects but never finish them. They have never learnt the stark reality that “quitters never win and winners never quit”.
The Syrophonecian woman got her heart’s desire because she persevered (Matthew 15:21-28). The woman with the issue of blood eventually got healed because of her perseverance (Mark 5:25-34).
We are enjoined not to grow weary and faint but to keep on pursuing (Galatians 6:9; Luke 18:1-8; Judges 8:1-5).

THE PREPARATION OF JEPHTHAH

Judges 11:1-10; Proverbs 24:27; Nehemiah 2:12-20; Luke 14:28-33; Genesis 41:45-52; Matthew 3:3-5.
Jephthah started life with disadvantages – the social stigma as a son of a strange woman, a bastard born out of wedlock and family rejection. However he distinguished himself by training himself and getting prepared for life’s opportunities. In time the opportunity surfaced and Jephthah was prepared to take advantage of it (Judges 11:1-10).
It has been said that luck is the residue of design. A very successful golfer was commended for his lucky breaks. His remark was that the more I practice, the luckier I become.

Luck is when preparation meets opportunity. You can be given the post of a highly paid surgeon. However without medical training, you cannot take advantage of the opening. You can be given a very lucrative pilot’s job. If you cannot fly an aeroplane, the opportunity passes you by.

Your preparation will determine the height to which you ever rise. The less prepared you are, the more the opportunities that will pass you by. The more prepared you are, the more your possibilities of success and achievement. 
There is always more room at the top. When advertisements are placed for low grade jobs like a secretary, thousands apply but for jobs like company directors, only a handful apply.

