BLESSINGS THROUGH GREAT FAITH

Matthew 8:5-13; 15:21-28

There are only two instances in the Bible where Jesus credited people with great faith – the healing of the Centurion’s servant (Matthew 8:5-13) and the deliverance of the daughter of the Syrophonecian woman (Matthew 15:21-28).

It is noteworthy that the two instances related to GENTILES and those credited with the great faith made request not on their own behalf but on the behalf of others. The place of INTERCESSION is always the place of the manifestation of great faith like in the cases of Abraham praying for Sodom and Moses praying for Israel (Genesis 18:22-33; Exodus 32:9-14).

Great faith is not a common commodity and Christ marveled when He found it (Matthew 8:10). He didn’t find such great faith in Israel where such ought to be in abundance because of the heritage of the Word of God (Matthew 8:10; Romans 10:17).

GRACIOUS TENDERNESS AND FOCUS

Matthew 8:2-6,8; 15:21-28; 7:7-11; Mark 1:40-42; 10:46-52; 5:25-34; 7:24-30; Luke 5:12-14; 7:1-9; Hebrews 11:6.

Soldiers are not generally known to be tender and respectful but this centurion was (Luke 3:14). He came “beseeching” and called Jesus “Lord” (Matthew 8:5,6,8). That he was concerned for the health of his servant speaks volumes about his character (Matthew 8:6,8). His condescending estimate of himself as “not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof” (Matthew 8:8) shows a centurion that is miles apart from the generality of Roman centurions who are usually callous, wicked, lacking in courtesy and compassion. Yet this centurion  was focused on what he wanted from the Lord – healing for his servant.

The Syrophonecian woman came worshipping and calling Jesus “Lord” (Matthew 15:22,25,27). She was also focused on her need – deliverance and healing for her daughter.

We need to approach the Lord in tenderness of heart and character, in humility and worship (Mark 1:40-42; Matthew 8:2-4; Luke 5:12-14). We need to be definite, specific and focused on what we want the Lord to do for us (Mark 10:46-52).

GRIEVOUS TORMENT AND FIGHT

Matthew 8:5-13; 15:21-28; Mark 4:37,39; 7:24-30; Luke 7:1-9; Acts 10:38; 1 John 3:8; Ephesians 6:12,15

The two cases present difficult problems – “my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, GRIEVOUSLY TORMENTED” (Matthew 8:6), “my daughter is GRIEVOUSLY VEXED with a devil” (Matthew 15:22).

The christian life is a fight of faith. The extent and the intensity of the fight will determine the strength and the depth of the faith required to win the victory. Grievous and great problems require great faith. Great storms always require great faith to bring about great calm (Mark 4:37,39).

GREAT TENACITY AND FERVENCY

Matthew 8:5-13; 15:21-28; Genesis 32:24-32; 1 Samuel 1:12-20; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; Mark 5:25-34; Hebrews 11:6; Romans 12:11.

Soldiers are usually credited with tenacity, fervency and passion and the centurion must have possessed these qualities though the record does not directly show us this aspect of his life.

However we can clearly see this in the life of the Syrophonecian woman who manifested the same kind of great faith like the centurion.

(1) Christ’s silence did not incense her and thereby result to abuse (Matthew 15:23).

(2) The disciples’ unkind gesture and cruel request did not make her to take up a fight (Matthew 15:23). 

(3) Christ’s reply of being sent to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel” only made her to intensify her plea (Matthew 15:24,25).

(4) Christ’s exclusion of her from partaking of the children’s bread made her to request for the falling, leftover crumbs (Matthew 15:26-28).

She had great tenacity, perseverance, persistence, fervency and passion. She was a woman who will not allow little insults to deter her from obtaining her heart’s desire. She had the will to win.

GLORIOUS TRUST AND FAITH

Matthew 8:5-13; 15:21-28; 9:22,29; Luke 7:50; 17:19; Psalm 60:11,12; 108:12,13; Hebrews 11:6; 1 John 5:4

The centurion did not trust in the power of his military might, connection and position but in the tender mercies of the Lord. He did not trust in the efficacy of Roman medicine but in the healing power of the Lord. What a glorious trust this is. His faith was credited as great! Indeed faith can be spelled (F-A-I-T-H): Forsaking All I Trust Him.

The Syrophonecian woman did not go to the sorcerers and the exorcists of the day, she came to Jesus who she acknowledged several times as Lord. What a glorious trust! Every kind of obstacle was overcome. She so much trusted the Lord that every kind of rebuff could not put her off. She knew the Lord could do it and she was not going to leave without receiving her miracle.

Christ responded: “O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt” (Matthew 15:28). The miracle was instantaneous.

