BINDING THE PERSIAN PRINCE

Every physical kingdom having a geographical boundary has a ruler over it. The emperors that ruled over the territory in question today included Nebuchadnezzar, Beltshazzar, Darius and Cyrius (Daniel 5:1,2; 6:1; 10:1). They were called kings (Daniel 4:1; 8:1; 9:1; 10:1) and were essentially the ultimate ruling princes in the land. Though the names of the kingdoms changed and physical power changed hands, the spiritual control of the territory remained essentially the same. This is evident from a comparison of the characteristics of the kingdoms.

This controlling territorial power was referred to as “the prince of Persia” naming the spirit after the kingdom then physically controlling the territory. It could have been referred to as “the prince of Chaldea” or “the prince of Medes” after the former kingdoms over which it also exercised control and manipulation. It was as if the demon has ruled without disturbance for many generations and was for the first time now being greatly challenged by Daniel and his colleagues.

Every territory has both a physical and a spiritual prince ruling over it (Daniel 10:1-21; Ezekiel 28:1-19). We can bind the prince of Persia and liberate our territory from its controlling and manipulative strategies.

BUSINESS OF THE PERSIAN PRINCE

Daniel 10:1,11-14,17-21; 3:1-30; 6:6-28; 1:8,20; Matthew 4:10,11; Luke 22:31,32; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Acts 17:16-34; 1 Thessalonians 1:9

The devil has never invented anything but confusion and trouble. His business is always dirty, destructive and deadly (John 8:44; 10:10; 1 John 3:11,12). When the devil assigns a principality or spirit to take charge of a territory like the prince of Persia, the business of such a spirit cannot but be similar to the activities of the devil.

The major business of the prince of Persia can be summed up as follows:

(1) To hinder believers from receiving spiritual breakthroughs and revelations (Daniel 10:1,11-14).

(2) To hinder believers from receiving spiritual strength for victorious living and spiritual stability (Daniel 10:17-21; Matthew 4:10,11; Luke 22:31,32).

(3) Creating an unfavourable environment for the worship of God and for the propagation of the gospel (Daniel 3:8-30; 6:6-28).

(4) Planned and strategic promotion of idol worship (Daniel 3:1-7; 1:8,20; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; Acts 17:16-34; 19:23-41).

(5) Distraction from the things of God through the creation and legalising of sin and immoral activities as well as spiritual blindness (Daniel 5:1-10; 2 Corinthians 4:4).

(6) Manipulation of believer’s progress (Daniel 3:12-15,30; 6:1-5,28; Jeremiah 44:18; Zechariah 3:2; Job 1:9-22; 42:10-13).

BACKBONE OF THE PERSIAN PRINCE

1 John 5:18; Proverbs 14:34; 18:10; Psalm 34:15,19,22; Jeremiah 44:17-25; 7:18; Ezekiel 28:1-19; Ephesians 2:2; John 13:2,27; Acts 5:3; 1 Kings 22:22,23.

Whenever a territorial spirit like the prince of Persian rules over a territory, what gives such a spirit an unusual advantage and hold upon the people is sin in general and idolatry and occultism in particular.

Satan is always the commander-in-chief behind those territorial spirits and he is the backbone behind their sinister operations.

It is sin in general that opens up a person to spiritual attack and manipulation. Righteousness shields from demonic manipulation (1 John 5:18).

Sin will always be a reproach to any people and lays them open to the control of the devil whereas righteousness will exalt a nation and enable them to enjoy divine protection (Proverbs 14:34; 18:10; Psalm 34:15,19,22).

Idolatry and occultism in particular gives the devil a legal right to assign a principality or controlling demon over a territory. This territorial spirit like the “queen of heaven” will be the object of their worship and sacrifice and will be responsible for dictating the pace of their lives, manipulating them for Satan’s pleasure (Jeremiah 44:17-25; 7:18; Ezekiel 28:1-19; Ephesians 2:2; John 13:2,27; Acts 5:3; 1 Kings 22:22,23).

BENEFITS FROM PERSEVERING PRAYER

Daniel 10:1-21; James 5:16; 1 Kings 18:1,41-46; Matthew 17:21; 2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:18,19; Colossians 4:2-4; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-3.

No matter the power of the prince of Persia, greater is He that lives within us than he that is in the world (1 John 4:4).

The weapon of prayer is a mighty weapon in the fight against territorial spirits and controlling powers. Like Daniel, persevering prayer will enable us to break through the opposition and manipulation of the prince of Persia and receive what we need from God (Daniel 10:1-21). Though Daniel did not know until the angel told him that he was fighting with the prince of Persia, yet his persevering prayer was so effective that he broke through the spiritual barrier to receive his hearts desire from God. We can do better than merely follow Daniel’s steps bearing in mind that we live under better covenant and better promises.

The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man against territorial spirits will avail much (James 5:16). The persevering prayer of Elijah on Mount Carmel will break the backbone of the spirit of Baal worship and bring down the promised rain (1 Kings 18:1,41-46).

When the prince of Persia has been unseated through persevering prayer, his manipulative hold on men who seem to be unreasonable and always hindering the gospel will be gone and the gospel will have free course (Acts 13:6-12; 19:23-41; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-3).

