BENEFITS FROM GENERATIONAL BLESSINGS

Just as God’s curse can come on many generations because of ancestral sins and evil deeds, God’s blessings can come on succeeding generations because of ancestral obedience to God’s word (Exodus 20:5,6; 34:7; Deuteronomy 5:9,10; Numbers 14:18; Job 21:19; Isaiah 14:20-22; Psalm 109:1-21).

The choices we make and life we live will affect the lives of generations after us (Deuteronomy 30:19; Jeremiah 22:30; 1 Kings 21:29; 2 Kings 5:27).

The tremendous benefits and blessings that accrue to following generations should make to to so live as to benefit our children. The greatest legacy and asset you can leave for your children is a righteous life and the greatest liability and problem you can bequeath to them is a life of wickedness. While the former will bring divine blessings of every kind upon them because of generational blessings, the latter will launch them into a life of frustration, failure and bondage because of generational curses.

REALITY OF GOD’S BLESSINGS

Numbers 23:20; 24:9; Ephesians 1:3; Proverbs 10:22; 20:7; 11:21,26; Deuteronomy 30:1,15,19; 28:1-68; Genesis 12:1-3; 27:29; Psalm 112:1-4; 37:26; Isaiah 3:10,11.

God’s blessings are as real as day and night. There is a solidity and permanence to them that the devil cannot alter. When God blesses, neither the devil nor his agents can reverse it (Numbers 23:20).

God has blessed the believer with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3). God’s blessings make rich and add no sorrow or harmful side effects (Proverbs 10:22).

Just as there are curses on evil doers, there are blessings for the righteous (2 Chronicles 6:23; 2 Samuel 3:39; Proverbs 11:21,26; Isaiah 3:10,11; 3 John 2; Luke 11:28; Deuteronomy 28:1-68).

God has counseled us to choose the better option of blessings instead of curses (Deuteronomy 30:1,15,19).

The believer can rest assured that he will be blessed as well as his seed after him (the many generations to follow) (Genesis 12:1-3; 27:29; Numbers 24:9; Psalm 112:1-4; 37:26; Proverbs 20:7).

ROOTS OF GENERATIONAL BLESSINGS

Numbers 14:24; 25:6-13; Jeremiah 35:1-19; John 2:17; 2 Kings 10:10,16,17,28,30; 1 Kings 19:10,14; Psalm 69:9; Exodus 20:6; Deuteronomy 5:10; 1 Samuel 13:14; 2 Samuel 7:12-17; Genesis 18:17-19; 12:1-3

The examples we have in the scriptures provide us with the reasons and roots of generational blessings:

(1) Constancy, faithfulness and obedience to God’s word (Numbers 14:24; Jeremiah 35:1-19)

(2) Zeal for God’s honour, house and work (Numbers 25:6-13; John 2:17; 2 Kings 10:16; 1 Kings 19:10,14; Psalm 69:9; 119:139)

(3) Righteous living and executing God’s instruction (prophecy) (2 Kings 10:30,17,28; Exodus 20:6; Deuteronomy 5:10; 1 Samuel 13:14; 16:1; 2 Samuel 7:12-17)

(4) Commitment to scriptural standard and godly child training (Genesis 18:17-19; 12:1-3)

RESULTS OF GENERATIONAL BLESSINGS

Proverbs 11:21; 20:7; Psalm 112:1-4; 37:25-28; 25:13; Isaiah 44:3; 65:21-24; 2 Kings 10:30; Numbers 24:7; Genesis 22:17; 28:14.

Just as curses always come to pass if they are not cancelled notwithstanding the time lapse of one year, three years or several hundred years, so also generational blessings come to pass (2 Chronicles 24:20-25; Judges 9:22,23,56,57; 1 Kings 16:34).

God promised that the descendants of Jehu will have the throne of Israel to the fourth generation because of executing God’s judgement against the house of Ahab and stamping out Baal worship (2 Kings 10:30; 15:12). The four generations of kings proceeding from Jehu are:

(1) Jehoahaz (2 Kings 10:34-36; 13:1-9)

(2) Joash (2 Kings 13:10-25; 14:16)

(3) Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14:16-29)

(4) Zechariah (2 Kings 14:28,29; 15:8-12)

God kept His word to David and kept David’s seed on the throne of Judah notwithstanding their unfaithfulness (2 Samuel 7:12-17; 1 Kings 8:15,24,25; 11:31-36).

Caleb’s seed inherited their portion of Canaan as God promised him (Numbers 14:24; Joshua 14:9,13-15; 15:13-19).

The promises of God are yea and amen (2 Corinthians 1:20). There is no uncertainty with God. When He promises, He fulfils (James 1:17; Hebrews 10:23; 11:11; Joshua 23:14; 21:45; 1 Kings 8:15,24,25,56; 2 Kings 10:10).

Generational blessings span every area of human life and endeavour. They include:

(a) Deliverance from danger and peril (Proverbs 11:21)

(b) Greatness and excellence (Psalm 112:2; 89:4; 2 Kings 10:30; 15:12; Job 5:25; 21:8; Isaiah 61:9)

(c) Wealth and prosperity (Psalm 112:3; 37:25,26; Numbers 24:7)

(d) Peaceful and joyful living (Isaiah 65:18,19,21-23; Numbers 25:12,13)

(e) Prompt answer to prayer (Isaiah 65:23,24)

(f) Possessing the gates of their enemies (Genesis 22:17; 24:60)

(g) Longevity (Psalm 89:29,36; 102:28)

(h) Divine inheritance (Numbers 14:24; Genesis 12:7; 13:15; 15:18; 24:7; 26:4; Psalm 25:13; 69:36)

(i) All kinds of spiritual blessings (Isaiah 44:3; 65:21-24; Proverbs 20:7; Psalm 112:1,2; 37:25-28; Galatians 3:16)

(j) Being channel of blessings to others (Genesis 28:14)

