BASIS AND BENEFITS OF STEADFAST FAITH
1 Peter 5:8,9; James 1:5-8

Faith is foundational to the Christian life. The commencement and the continuation of the Christian life has its basis in faith. Without faith we cannot please God (Hebrews 11:6). Without faith we cannot receive from God (James 1:5-8). Without faith, we will not be able to do exploits for the Lord (Mark 11:23,24; Matthew 17:20; 21:21,22). Without faith, victory over Satan becomes a practical impossibility (1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7; Ephesians 6:16).

However, many people complain that they manifest faith without the added benefits of seeing results. Many times the problem is that the basis of their faith is misguided.

In this study, we consider the scriptural basis and benefits of steadfast faith.

IMPOTENCE OF SUPERFICIAL FAITH

Luke 17:12-14; Numbers 14:40-45; 1 Samuel 4:1-11; James 2:17,20,26; Deuteronomy 18:20-22; Jeremiah 28:9,15-17; Hebrews 11:29; Acts 19:13-17.
There are counterfeit versions of the Bible kind of faith. They look like Bible faith but in reality they are not. They are superficial.

There are qualities that faith must possess to qualify as true Bible faith and only then can we guarantee it working and producing heaven’s results. We will look at a few below:
(1) The obedience of faith

Faith can be manifested by the truly obedient and it works when we act on the basis of the word. Christ told some lepers to go and show themselves to the priests. “And … as they went, they were cleansed” (Luke 17:12-14). This is the obedience of faith.

Israel had sinned and refused to act on God’s promise. Now that God was displeased with them, they decided to act. They were told not to but they still went and they suffered mighty defeat (Numbers 14:40-45).

Acting contrary to God’s order is not faith but something else. This is called presumption (Numbers 14:44; 15:30; Deuteronomy 18:20-22; 1:43; 17:12,13; Esther 7:1-5; Psalm 19:13; 2 Peter 2:10; Exodus 21:14).

(2) The object of faith

God and Christ are the true objects of faith. The Ark of the covenant is symbolic of God’s presence. The house of God is a place of God’s presence. To put faith in the Ark rather than in the Lord is to suffer utter defeat (1 Samuel 4:1-11). Faith that has idols as its object of focus is bound to be defeated (Psalm 115:4-12; 16:4; 1 Kings 18:26-29).

(3) The action of faith

Faith without corresponding action is dead (James 2:17,20,26). However some deeds of presumption may look like the actions of faith but they are not. To presume to speak in the name of the Lord when the Lord has not sent us is not prophesying by faith (Deuteronomy 18:20-22; Jeremiah 28:9,15-17).

We are encouraged to be followers or rather imitators (mimetes) of the heroes of faith (Hebrews 6:12; 13:7). We are commanded to walk in the footsteps of the faith of our father Abraham (Romans 4:12). However there is an imitation that is not born of faith but is a carnal, fleshly imitation. Egypt imitated Israel in passing through the Red Sea and they perished (Hebrews 11:29). Theirs was not the imitation of faith but the imitation of unbelief.

There is a vast difference between the action of faith and the imitation of unbelief. The case of the sons of Sceva further illustrates the point (Acts 19:13-17).

INDISPENSABILITY OF SCRIPTURAL FOUNDATION

Romans 12:3-8; 1:17; 10:17; Habakkuk 2:4; Hebrews 10:38; Galatians 3:2,5,11; Acts 14:7-10; Ephesians 6:16
There are so many concepts of faith today that are completely foreign to the Bible. The kind of faith that God honours must be based on the scriptures.

The true revelation of the scriptures is that faith is a divine endowment not just a human put on. To all who acknowledges their sins, repent and come to the Lord, He has given EVERY man a measure of faith (Romans 12:3-8).

The measure of faith that God has given each person may differ from person to person depending upon many factors such as our background, circumstance, calling, etc. However each person must live by his measure of faith (Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Hebrews 10:38; Galatians 3:11).

The measure of faith we receive from God need not be static. We can grow and develop our faith. We can strengthen our faith. The way to this is by feeding on the word of God for faith comes by hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 14:7-10; Galatians 3:2,5).

IMPORTANCE OF STEADFAST FAITH

Hebrews 10:23; 11:11; 4:14; 3:6,14; 10:35; Romans 4:20,21; James 1:5-8; 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Ephesians 6:11,16; Mark 11:23,24; Matthew 14:28-32.
Faith does not have to be an isolated act. Permanent victory is secured as we hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering. There is the necessity of being steadfast in our manifestation of faith (Hebrews 10:23; 11:11; 4:14; 3:6,14; Romans 4:20,21; James 1:5-8; 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Ephesians 6:11,16).
Doubt nullifies faith. We need to be steadfast in our faith and not cast away our confidence of faith which brings great reward (Mark 11:23,24; Hebrews 10:35).

If we are not steadfast in our faith, we can begin to sink in the storms of life (Matthew 14:28-32).

INVINCIBILTY OF STEADFAST FAITH

1 Peter 5:8,9; Mark 9:23; 11:22-24; Matthew 17:20; 21:21,22; 8:13; 9:22,29,30; 15:28; James 1:5-8; 4:7.
All things are possible to him who believes (Mark 9:23; Matthew 17:20; 21:21,22). Steadfast faith will always obtain results (Matthew 8:13; 9:22,29,30; 15:28). Unwavering faith always receives from God (James 1:5-8). If we resist the devil steadfast in the faith, he will flee from us (1 Peter 5:8,9; James 4:7).
