BARAK: THE COOPERATION OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:32

In Barak we learn of the cooperation of faith. The faith of Barak cooperated with the spiritual support and backup of Deborah as God’s prophetess to bring Israel the needed victory.

Cooperation can never be on the basis of doubt and suspicion. Faith and trust are always the basis of cooperation. The Bible is full of examples of those who have won tremendous victories as they cooperated in faith – Moses and Joshua (Exodus 17:8-16), Saul and Samuel (1 Samuel 11:1-15), the sons of the prophets and Elisha (2 Kings 6:17), Gideon and his 300 men (Judges 7:1-25), the widow of Zarephath and Elijah (1 Kings 17:8-24), the indebted widow and Elisha (2 Kings 4:1-7), Paul plants and Apollos waters but God gives the increase (1 Corinthians 3:6).

The cooperation of faith will always achieve tremendous results (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Psalm 133:1-3).

CALL TO DIVINE SERVICE

Judges 4:6,7; Exodus 3:7-10; 28:1-5; 1 Kings 17:1-7; 19:15-21; 11:29-40; Amos 7:12-15; Isaiah 6:8,9; 1 Samuel 9:11-16; 16:1-13.
Israel had enjoyed along peace – 80 years (Judges 3:30). However in that period of time, an old defeated enemy has been regrouping and recouping lost strength. Close to two hundred years earlier, Joshua had wiped out Jabin and his headquarters Hazor (Joshua 11:1-11; Judges 3:8,11,14,30,31; 4:1-3). But now the satanic kingdom thrived again.

Israel sinned and came under Jabin’s captivity. The oppression lasted 20 years before God raised up Deborah a prophetess and a judge (Judges 4:1-5).

Deborah called Barak to raise up an army of 10,000 men to confront and conquer Jabin. This was Barak’s call to divine service (Judges 4:6,7).
Some calls are direct like those of Moses, Samuel, Elijah, Amos, Isaiah etc. (Exodus 3:7-10; 1 Kings 17:1-7; Amos 7:12-15; Isaiah 6:8,9). Other calls are through God’s servants as in the cases of Saul, David, Elisha, Jeroboam, Aaron, etc. (1 Samuel 9:11-16; 16:1-13; 1 Kings 19:17-21; 11:29-40; Exodus 28:1-5). Either way, the call is from God and we need to respond positively to it (Isaiah 6:8,9; Hebrews 5:1-5; John 1:6).

There are men that detest being responsible to a woman. Such will never have responded to Deborah’s summons and thereby missed the call of God upon their lives.

CONDESCENSION AND DEPENDENT SPIRIT

Judges 4:8,9,14; 7:18,20; Exodus 17:8-16; 1 Samuel 11:7; 2 Chronicles 20:20; Isaiah 7:9; 53:1; John 15:5; 2 Kings 6:1-7.
Barak accepted the challenge on condition that the prophetess accompany him in the task as God’s representative: “If thou wilt go with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go” (Judges 4:8).
This is utter condescension and dependence. He didn’t think he can do it all alone. Barak in the frontline physically coupled with the spiritual backup and prayer of Deborah – victory is assured.

Victory in warfare is always a joint effort – Joshua in the physical battlefront and Moses on the mountaintop in spiritual warfare brings the needed victory (Exodus 17:8-16). Israel gathering to warfare is always gathering after Saul AND Samuel (1 Samuel 11:7). It is always the sword of the Lord and of Gideon (Judges 7:18,20).

Prospering in spiritual warfare depends on us believing God’s prophets (2 Chronicles 20:20; Isaiah 7:9; 53:1). Without God we can do nothing (John 15:5).

The input of our spiritual leaders is essential for victory. Never discount it. Deborah agreed to go with Barak. Elisha agreed to go with the sons of the prophets (Judges 4:9,14; 2 Kings 6:1-7).

CONQUEST OF DEADLY SISERA

Judges 4:7,11-24; 5:20; 7:25; 8:4,5,12,21; 2 Samuel 5:17-25; 1 Samuel 7:9-14; Joshua 11:1-11;  2 Corinthians 10:3-6.
Barak did as was instructed. He raised an army of 10,000 men from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun (Judges 4:6,10). Total obedience is essential for victory (Isaiah 1:19; Luke 11:28).

Deborah’s prophecy of God delivering Sisera’s army into Barak’s hand by river Kishon was fulfilled (Judges 4:7,11-13). Deborah gave the signal for Barak to strike once the enemy has been drawn out. Barak rose up to confront the enemy (Judges 4:14-17). Sisera the captain of Jabin’s army fled on foot (Judges  4:16,17). This is quite unusual for Sisera is always triumphant and victory comes to him quickly (Judges 5:28-30).

However this was a special battle for the Lord has gone out before Barak (Judges 4:14; 5:20). When God has gone out before us, the battle becomes easy, the victory swift and total (2 Samuel 5:17-25; 1 Samuel 7:9-14).

Sisera’s entire army was wiped out (Judges 4:15,16). Sisera died at the hands of Jael the wife of Heber (Judges 4:17-22).Jabin the wicked mastermind was also destroyed (Judges 4:23,24).

In spiritual warfare, we need to wipe out the strong men and their strongholds. Eliminate Jabin, slay Sisera, destroy their entire army and raze down Hazor their headquarters (Joshua 11:1-11; Judges 4:13-24; 2 Corinthians 10:3-6).
The initial victory and confusion in the enemy’s camp is sweet but not enough. We must PURSUE until every soldier in the enemy’s camp has been destroyed and the strong men eliminated (Judges 4:16,22; 7:25; 8:4,5,12,21).

CURSE FOR DECISIVE SABOTAGE

Judges 5:23; Nehemiah 3:5; Matthew 25:31-46; Luke 19:12-27; Jeremiah 23:1-4; 48:10; Malachi 3:8-12.
Deborah sang a song of victory and praise. Israel rejoiced for the great deliverance and dominion that God afforded them (Judges 5:1-22).

“Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; BECAUSE they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty” (Judges 5:23).

The people of Meroz folded their hands. They gave no support to secure the victory. Their action was deliberate. They thought that Israel had no chance of winning the battle. Their action was essentially decisive sabotage. They were cursed as a result.

They were like the nobles of Tekoa who didn’t put their necks to the work of the Lord at the time of Nehemiah (Nehemiah 3:5).

To fight on Israel’s side is to come to the help of the Lord. To aid believers is to be aiding Christ (Matthew 25:31-46). To persecute believers is to be persecuting Christ (Acts 8:3; 9:1-5). He that touches the believer touches the apple of God’s eye (Zechariah 2:8).
There is a curse for not doing our duty (Jeremiah 23:1-4) or for doing God’s work deceitfully (Jeremiah 48:10). Not to pay your tithe is to deny God’s storehouse the needed resources to execute God’s work. It is essentially not coming to the help of the Lord against the mighty. There will be curse upon you for this reason (Malachi 3:8-12). Not paying your tithe is decisive sabotage of the progress of the gospel.

COMMENDATION FOR DISTINCTIVE SERVICE

Judges 5:18,24,31; 1 Timothy 5:17,18; Hebrews 6:10; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Chronicles 15:7; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Matthew 25:21,23; Luke 19:17,19.
Just as there was curse for decisive sabotage, there was also blessing for distinctive service. The men of Naphtali and Zebulun that supplied the bulk of the army were given a special mention for jeopardizing their lives (Judges 5:18). They were like the elders who rule well who should be counted worthy of double honour (1 Timothy 5:17,18).
Jael was blessed for the stylish way she killed Sisera (Judges 5:24). Those like Barak and others who came to serve were blessed with God’s blessing: “Let them that love Him be as the sun when he goeth forth in his might” (Judges 5:31).
God is not unrighteous to forget our labour of love. It will be rewarded and commended (Hebrews 6:10; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Chronicles 15:7; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Matthew 25:21,23; Luke 19:17,19).
