ASKING AND RECEIVING

Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 11:5-13

“Ask, and it shall be given you … For EVERY ONE that asketh receiveth” (Matthew 7:7,8)

God has given us a blank cheque and there is no reason why our needs should go unmet. Ask and receive is a spiritual law. God does not discriminate. “EVERY ONE” without exception receives when they ask the RIGHT PERSON in the RIGHT MANNER. “Ye have not BECAUSE ye ask not” (James 4:2) is the emphatic declaration of scripture.

God has invited us to ask with a definite promise to answer: “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not” (Jeremiah 33:3).

ASK THE CONCERNED FATHER

Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 11:5-13; James 1:5; 4:2,3; Psalm 103:13,14; 1 Peter 5:7; Philippians 4:6; John 15:16; 16:23-27; 1 Kings 3:5; 1 John 3:22; 5:14,15; Zechariah 10:1.

The true revelation of God in the scriptures is that of a caring, concerned and compassionate Father. God’s care, concern and compassion is the basis and the confidence behind our asking. If earthly fathers can be kind, how much more shall our heavenly Father give good things to those who ask Him? (Matthew 7:11).

Our heavenly Father knows that we have need of ALL THESE THINGS that pertain to the sustenance of physical life (Matthew 6:32,33). ALL THESE THINGS include food, clothing, etc. (Matthew 6:25-32).

God is good to ALL (Matthew 5:45) and more so to His children through faith in Christ (Psalm 103:13,14). We can confidently cast all our cares upon Him knowing that He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7).

Consider this scripture: “Be careful for nothing; but in EVERY THING by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God” (Philippians 4:6).

What is your problem and need? Ask the concerned and caring Father. What is your desire and expectation? Table it before the compassionate Father. Don’t be afraid to ask. Come boldly to the throne of grace and mercy and receive grace to help in your time of need (Hebrews 4:14-16).

Ask the Father IN THE NAME OF JESUS (John 15:16; 16:23,24,26,27). The Father Himself loves us (John 16:26,27). Don’t pray in the name of Mary or an angel or a departed saint for such prayers will never be answered. Pray only in the name of Jesus!

The reason why many people never receive is because they never ask (James 4:2) and when they eventually get around to ask, they ask amiss (James 4:3).

We are exhorted to ask and we should ask knowing that God bids us to ask (1 Kings 3:5; Zechariah 10:1; 1 John 5:14,15; James 1:5; John 14:13; 15:16; 16:24; Matthew 7:7,8; 21:22; Luke 11:9).

ASK IN CONCRETE FAITH

Matthew 17:20; 21:22; Mark 21:22-24; John 14:12-15; 15:16; 16:23-27; Hebrews 11:6; Psalm 27:13; 84:11; 34:8-10; James 1:5-8; 2 Chronicles 20:20; Isaiah 7:9.

God is willing, ready and able to do “whatsoever”, “anything” and “all things” that we ask in the name of Jesus (Matthew 17:20; 21:22; Mark 21:22-24; John 14:12-15; 15:16; 16:23-27).

However we must come in faith. Faith is confidence in God’s ability and willingness to grant us our heart’s desire. Faith is believing that God rewards those who diligently seek Him and ask Him for the good things of life (Hebrews 11:6; Psalm 84:11; 34:8-10).

Except we manifest faith, we cannot receive anything from God (James 1:5-8). Faith is the gateway into God’s inheritance, it is what establishes the promises of God in our life (2 Chronicles 20:20; Isaiah 7:9).

Faith enables us to see, ask for, receive and enjoy the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living (Psalm 27:13; 34:8-10; 84:11).

ABIDE IN CHRIST’S FAVOUR

John 15:4-7,10; 14:23; 1 John 2:6,28; 3:6,22; 2 John 9; Colossians 3:16; Luke 13:25-27; Psalm 66:18; James 5:16; Revelation 3:8.

“If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you” (John 15:7).

This verse is very plain and self-explanatory. Abide in Christ and in His favour. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly (John 15:4-7,10; 1 John 2:6,28; 3:6; 2 John 9; Colossians 3:16). Then asking and receiving is made effective.

Abiding in Christ, doing the Father’s will and living righteously is the way to answered prayer (1 John 3:22). God always heard Christ because He was always obedient (cf. John 8:29 with 11:41,42). If we abide in Christ, we can also have the guarantee of answered prayer every time.

How can we abide in Christ? Be attached to Him ORGANICALLY as a branch is attached to the stem (John 15:4-7). Keeping His commandments will enable us to abide in His love and favour (John 15:10). We need to walk as Christ walked (1 John 2:6), live righteously (1 John 3:6), abide in Christ’s doctrine (2 John 9; Colossians 3:16).

Abiding in Christ and in His doctrine (word) grants us the possibilities of open doors (Revelation 3:8) and access to God and divine fellowship (John 14:23).

