ARROWS OF DELIVERANCE 
2 Kings 13:14-25

Occasionally, the magnitude of the problems and pain that God’s people undergo can make them to question the love and the compassion of God.

However we need to know and be assured that even in the deepest of all problems, God is working out a deliverance for His people.

Israel here has been undergoing years of suffering and oppression from Syria (2 Kings 13:3-5). God’s grace, compassion and love for them made the provision of deliverance and salvation for them (2 Kings 13:23,5). The enemy was subdued (2 Kings 13:25).

In Egypt of old, He heard their cries and sent a saviour in Moses (Exodus 1:11-14; 2:23-25; 3:7-10). The Psalmist still assures us that “The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of ALL their troubles” (Psalm 34:17).

No matter how terrible your situation might be, God has sent out His arrows of deliverance on your behalf. Claim your victory and effect the deliverance.

DELIVERANCE FROM OUR SWORN ENEMY

2 Kings 13:3-5,14-17,24-25; Romans 16:20; Luke 1:74; Isaiah 49:24-26; Jeremiah 50:33,34; Psalm 34:17,19

Benhadad continued the aggression, oppression, affliction and decimation of Israel from where Hazael his father left off (2 Kings 13:3-5,14-17,24-25). Syria was the sworn enemy of Israel.

The bow shot was a divine declaration of warfare against the Syrians and a certain deliverance for Israel from this long-standing avowed enemy: “The arrow of the Lord’s deliverance, and the arrow of the deliverance from Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them” (2 Kings 13:17).

The word of prophecy was both general and specific. Deliverance from the enemy was assured. However the specific enemy was named: SYRIA.

God is mindful of the battles we are going through. He has not only assured us victory, He has named the oppressing culprit: SATAN. He has assured us that we will bruise Satan (the named enemy) under our feet (Romans 16:20; Luke 1:74; Isaiah 49:24-26; Jeremiah 50:33,34; Psalm 34:17,19).

DECLARATION OF SYSTEMATIC EMANCIPATION

2 Kings 13:18,19,25; Exodus 23:28-33; 17:16; Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3; Mark 4:28; Ephesians 1:11; 3:10.

It is not that God cannot effect their freedom instantaneously. However in this case God decided to be systematic about their liberation. It was to come through a series of battles. The enemy will be decimated and weakened on every occasion or at every battle until they are completely subdued. This was to be five or six times. However the laziness or lack of zeal of the king limited this to three times (2 Kings 13:18,19,25).

God has worked with Israel in this manner before. The Canaanites were not to be driven out in a day to preempt evil beasts from closing in and destroying the children of Israel (Exodus 23:28-33).

God was essentially implementing a strategy of “first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear” (Mark 4:28).

God can create the world in a moment but He chose rather not to do so but took six days to do so (Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3).

God could have wiped out the Amalekites in a day but He decided to have war with Amalek from generation to generation until they are eventually wiped out (Exodus 17:16).

God is not stereotyped in the way He does things and this variety of His workings reflect His manifold wisdom (Ephesians 1:11; 3:10).

DOMINION THROUGH THE SPIRIT’S ENABLING

2 Kings 13:17; Psalm 60:12; 108:13; 44:6-8; 46:7; Zechariah 4:6; Hosea 1:7; 1 Samuel 17:47; 2 Chronicles 20:15,17; 32:7,8; Exodus 14:14.

Even though the king was the one that will “smite the Syrians in Aphek, till THOU have consumed them” (2 Kings 13:17), it is important to note that the deliverance does not emanate from the king but its source is the Lord. It is the Lord’s deliverance. It is not the arrow of Joash’s deliverance but the arrow of the Lord’s deliverance (2 Kings 13:17).

It is not by the king’s military might or political power, it is by the Spirit of God. The dominion and victory in warfare was to come through the Spirit’s enabling (Zechariah 4:6).

Even today “through God we shall do valiantly: for He it is that shall tread down our enemies” (Psalm 60:12; 108:13). The battle is the Lord’s (2 Chronicles 20:15; Exodus 14:14).

