ANOINTING WITH OIL I
Anointing with oil is such a controversial and explosive subject in today’s Christendom. To some people, it was a provision in the Old Testament which is not for today. To others, it is the only way the New Testament specifies for healing to be administered. To some, it is the cure all for all kinds of diseases and ailments, troubles and tribulations.
The reality is somewhere between all the extremes. It has its place in the Christendom yet it is not the solution for every malady.
The church is thrown into such confusion because there is no clear teaching that is scripturally based to establish believers in the present truth. The truth we know always sets us free from confusion and bondage (John 8:32). We are embarking on a series of studies to explore this topic in a Bible-based manner.
COMPOSITION OF THE ANOINTING OIL

Exodus 30:22-25,31-33; 25:6; 35:8,15,28; 37:29; 39:38; 31:11; Ecclesiastes 10:1; Leviticus 10:7; Numbers 4:16.
In the Old Testament, the anointing oil consisted of a mixture of special spices and olive oil (Exodus 30:22-25; 25:6; 35:8). It was specially prepared or compounded by the apothecary (Exodus 30:25; 37:29; (Ecclesiastes 10:1). 
The anointing oil so constituted as God has stipulated is meant to be designated as holy anointing oil and to be for divine uses only.

Nobody is allowed to make a similar composition and the anointing oil was not to be used irreverently or haphazardly. Any violation of the rule incurred the death penalty (Exodus 30:31-33; 37:29).
CONSERVATION OF THE ANOINTING OIL

Exodus 30:31-33; 37:29; 29:7; Leviticus 8:12; 21:10, 12; Psalm 23:5; 1 Samuel 10:1; 2 Kings 9:3; Ecclesiastes 10:1; Psalm 92:10.
Anointing oil once compounded becomes holy anointing oil. It takes on a special significance (Exodus 30:31-33; 37:29). For this reason, it is taken care of specially and conserved. New compositions are made on these grounds:
1. Depletion resulting from normal usage
Since anointing oil is usually poured on the head when a person is anointed, it can be depleted (Exodus 29:7; Leviticus 8:12; 21:10, 12; Psalm 23:5; 1 Samuel 10:1; 2 Kings 9:3). Once it is finished, a new composition is made.

2. Staleness due to contamination or length of time of the composition
When anointing oil is not well conserved or perhaps by accident, flies and insects can get trapped inside. The decay of the flies causes the oil to stink and it becomes stale (Ecclesiastes 10:1).
Since the spices also serve as both preservatives and providing scents, etc., the anointing oil can break down in chemical composition and start to smell.
The Psalmist spoke of the possibility of being anointed with fresh oil (Psalm 92:10).
CONSECRATING WITH THE ANOINTING OIL

Exodus 30:26-30; 28:41; 25:41; 40:9-15; Leviticus 7:35; 8:11; Numbers 7:1;  3:3; 1 Samuel 9:16; 10:1; 16:1-23; 2 Samuel 2:4,7; 5:3,17.
The anointing oil is compounded for a purpose. What then is the purpose and the use of the anointing oil? The holy anointing oil is used to consecrate things or people for divine service. What and who can be anointed?

People can be anointed and consecrated for specific missions with the anointing oil (Exodus 30:30; 28:41; 25:41; 40:13-15; Leviticus 7:35; 8:11).
The tabernacle and its contents can be anointed (Exodus 30:26-28; 40:9-12; Leviticus 8:11; Numbers 7:1).

Pillars and places of worship can be anointed (Genesis 31:13). Altars can be anointed (Exodus 29:36; Numbers 7:10, 84, 88) and items used in holy communion like wafers can be anointed (Exodus 29:2; Leviticus 2:4; 7:12; Numbers 6:15).
Saul, the first king of Israel, was anointed to be captain over God’s heritage (1 Samuel 9:16; 10:1). David was anointed king of Israel (1 Samuel 16:1-23; 2 Samuel 2:4,7; 5:3, 17).

Aaron and his son were anointed and consecrated to minister in the priest’s office (Numbers 3:3).
