ABRAHAM: THE TRIAL OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:17-19

More appropriately, God’s trial of the believer’s faith is essentially the testing of our faith. It is like an examination to enable us get promoted not a stumbling block to make us fall.

God’s testing of our faith is like an examination, Satan’s trial of our faith is like an inquisition. God tests our faith to bless us, Satan tries our faith to buffet us. God tests our faith in order to make us shine, Satan tries our faith in order to bring us to shame. The believer can never escape the two. We will experience God’s test of our faith as well as Satan’s trial of our faith.

However we need to have discernment so that we distinguish between the two in order to know how to respond to them. In this present study, we have the testing of Abraham’s faith by God.

THE TEST OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:17,18; Genesis 21:9-16; 22:1-19; James 2:21-23; 1 Peter 1:7; John 6:5,6; Deuteronomy 8:2,3; 13:1-4.
There is a world of difference between Satan’s trial of our faith and the Lord’s testing of our faith, Satan tries and assaults our faith in order to make us fall, curse God and die (Job 1:1-22; 2:1-7). However God tests our faith in order to reveal to us the quality of our faith and consequently make it strong. An untested faith is a worthless faith.

“By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son” (Hebrews 11:17).

Abraham waited for twenty five years in order to receive God’s promise of a son whom he named Isaac – laughter. Now God told him to go and sacrifice Isaac on Mount Moriah (Genesis 22:1-19).
It would have been a very painful experience for Abraham. However, he didn’t object, he didn’t complain. He obeyed the voice of God.

When God told Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away, he did, though it was very painful (Genesis 21:9-16). Now he faces a bigger challenge – not just to send Isaac away but to cut him off from the land of the living (Genesis 22:1-19).

God wanted to see who was more important to Abraham – God or Isaac? The test of faith is a test of our loyalty to God, commitment to His word, devotion to His service, honour for His name, reverence for His being (Deuteronomy 13:1-4; 8:2,3).

Is God calling you to offer up your Isaac on the altar? Are you called to sacrifice your laughter on Mount Moriah?

THE TRUST OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:18,19; 6:18; Titus 1:2; 2 Timothy 2:13; James 1:13; 2 Corinthians 1:20; 2 Kings 8:56; 1 Kings 17:1-16.
God has already promised Abraham “that in Isaac shall thy seed be called” (Hebrews 11:18). Now it seems that with this test of faith that promise was going to be shattered. However Abraham believed God to the extent that he was ready to go all the way with God. He knew that God cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18; Titus 1:2; 2 Timothy 2:13; James 1:13). If God had to raise up Isaac from the dead in order to fulfil His promise, Abraham knew that God will do it: “Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead” (Hebrews 11:19).

Trust is an essential component of true faith. We may never fully understand how God will work it out but faith trusts and does according to God’s bidding.

Elijah may never understand how ravens will bring him food twice a day but if God says that is what He will do, Elijah’s part is to trust God to perform His word (1 Kings 17:1-7).

If God says He has prepared a widow with meager resources to take care of Elijah, Elijah’s part is to go to Zarephath and tell the widow so (1 Kings 17:8-16).
Abraham’s obedience was prompt. He took Isaac and headed for mount Moriah (Genesis 22:1-5). Even when Isaac was inquisitive about the animal for sacrifice, Abraham’s response was gracious and trusting. It was not the answer of a person who is discouraged, bitter and at loggerheads with God (Genesis 22:4-19).

THE TESTIMONY OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:19,11; Genesis 22:5; Ephesians 3:20; 2 Corinthians 9:8; Philippians 3:21; 2 Chronicles 25:9; Luke 1:37.
“And Abraham said unto his young men, abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you ” (Genesis 22:5).

Abraham believed that God will resurrect Isaac following the sacrifice. He testified of both of them returning after the sacrifice. His strong faith led to a strong and unshakable testimony. The reason for this testimony of faith is because Abraham was persuaded that was able: “Accounting that GOD WAS ABLE to raise him from the dead” (Hebrews 11:19).
Faith will rest on God’s ability. God is able (Hebrews 11:11; Ephesians 3:20; 2 Corinthians 9:8; Philippians 3:21).
THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:19; Genesis 22:5-19; 1 Kings 17:1-16; 1 John 5:4; 2 Corinthians 2:14; 1 Peter 1:7; Galatians 6:9
After God was satisfied with Abraham’s all out commitment to him, He spared Isaac and gave Abraham a lamb in Isaac’s place (Genesis 22:5-19).
Because Abraham believed that God can raise up Isaac from the dead if need be to fulfil His promise: “from whence also he received him in a figure” (Hebrews 11:19). Isaac lived. Faith triumphed!

When our faith is tested by God, if we will trust, our faith will ultimately triumph. Elijah believed God and was fed by the ravens and the widow of Zarephath in near impossible circumstances (1 Kings 17:1-16).

Abraham offered up Isaac and got him back. Whatever we offer to God in faith, we will get it back. The sacrifice of faith leads to greater blessings and revelation. This led to Abraham receiving the revelation of God’s other name – Jehovah-Jireh (Genesis 22:14). God’s covenant with Abraham was also confirmed (Genesis 22:16,17).
