ABRAHAM: THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:8-10; Genesis 12:1-10
Abraham occupies a special position in the life of faith. He is called the father of faith and his life of faith sets a pattern for the believer to follow: “walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham” (Romans 4:12,16; Hebrews 6:12-15).

The overriding factor in Abraham’s faith was the quality of his obedience. Prompt and joyful obedience characterized his life of faith. When he was called to forsake the Ur of the Chaldees and loved ones, he obeyed. When he was called to offer up his only begotten son, he obeyed. Hen he was called to circumcise his entire household, he did. When he was meant to send Hagar and Ishmael away, he complied.

It was not that each of these actions were pleasant. Some were extremely difficult and painful, yet faith obeys even when it entails pain.

The obedience of faith as portrayed in the life of Abraham shines like an evening star in a dark and forgotten landscape.

THE CALL AND PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:8; 6:12-15; Romans 4:12,16; Genesis 12:1-4; Joshua 24:2,3; Isaiah 51:1,2; 1 Thessalonians 1:9
“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing wither he went” (Hebrews 11:8).

The call of Abraham is detailed in Genesis 12:1-4 and several lessons stand out from the call:

(1) It was a call to leave sin and idolatry

God’s call starts at salvation. Abraham was called out of sin and idolatry (Joshua 24:2,3; Isaiah 51:1,2). It was a call to leave idolatry and to go and serve the true and living God (1 Thessalonians 1:9). Abraham was converted at 75. Old people are usually very attached to family tradition and idolatry. They see themselves as the guardian of the family heritage. It would have been difficult and painful for Abraham to forsake the family idols but he did.
(2) It was a call to forsake his KNOWN country for an UNKNOWN destination

“Get thee out of thy country … unto a land that I will shew thee” (Genesis 12:1). It was a call to leave the KNOWN for the UNKNOWN, to leave PRESENT CERTAINTY for FUTURE UNCERTAINTY, to leave the FAMILIAR for the UNFAMILIAR. At Abraham’s old age, this is too great a risk to take but Abraham obeyed. Such a venture would have seemed unreasonable to the flesh and carnal reasoning. It takes faith to answer such call of God.
(3) It was a call to break away from hindering communal life

It was a call to abandon crowd mentality. When God called him, He called him ALONE (Isaiah 51:1,2; Genesis 12:1; John 21:19-21). God called him out of communal decision-making, mob mentality, crowd psychology. The break-up of old associations are not easily undertaken by elderly people. Yet Abraham responded to God’s call. God is calling us to come out from among them and be separate (2 Corinthians 6:14-18). We are not to follow the multitude to do evil or decline after many to wrest judgement (Exodus 23:2).

(4) It was a call to forsake idolatrous family ties

It was a call to forsake old idolatrous family ties and throw in his lot with the new family of the redeemed. To forsake EARTHLY family ties and establish a new HEAVENLY family relationship. To forsake the old life and to leave loved ones behind is not easy for the elderly but Abraham did at the call of God.

God’s call to Abraham was a call of faith and it takes faith to positively respond to the call. It was a call to leave an established way of life and begin an unending pilgrimage. For Abraham, it was a call to:

A new LOCATION,  a new LIFESTYLE, a new LORD
A new DESTINATION,  a new DEVOTION,  anew DEPENDENCE

A new HABITATION, a new HOUSEHOLD, a new HOUSE MASTER.

THE COMMITMENT AND PATIENCE OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:9,13-16; 6:12-15; Genesis 12:4-10; 23:4-20; 49:30; 50:13; 1 Peter 2:11; 1 Thessalonians 1:3
“By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise” (Hebrews 11:9).

When Abraham got to the land of promise, he lived as a stranger and a sojourner. The inheritance was not immediate. The little he could call his own was purchased for a cemetery (Genesis 23:4-20; 49:30; 50:13).

On getting to the land of promise, he was confronted with famine. Not exactly the promised blessing (Genesis 12:10).

Abraham did not build any walled city, he lived in tents and tabernacles, make-shift abode of pilgrims and roving nomads.

Yet, inspite of all this, he waited patiently for the fulfillment of God’s promise (Hebrews 6:12-15). He was committed to God’s call on his life. He was not mindful of the Ur of the Chaldees from where he came, otherwise he would have retraced his steps amidst the temporary hardness (Hebrews 11:13-16).

THE CONVICTION AND PREOCCUPATION OF FAITH

Hebrews 11:10,14-16,35,13; 13:14; Colossians 3:1,2; Genesis 14:12:2,3; 14:21-24; Romans 4:17-21.
“For he looked for a city which hath foundations whose builder and maker is God” (Hebrews 11:10).
Abraham was a man with solid convictions. He looked beyond the earthly Canaan to the celestial city. His preoccupation was that better country as well as the heavenly city (Hebrews 11:14-16).

For the believer who is also the seed of Abraham: “For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come” (Hebrews 13:14). The believer sets his eyes and affections on things above and not on things on the earth (Colossians 3:1,2). Faith lifts the heart above and beyond earthly things to desire spiritual and heavenly things. True faith gives a person solid convictions and persuasion about eternal things (Hebrews 11:13).
