ABEL: THE WORSHIP OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:4; Genesis 4:3-5
After Adam and Eve sinned, God established the necessity of atonement by the blood by offering an animal and later using the skin to cover their nakedness (Genesis 3:21). God by this action and revelation brought some facts to the fore:

(1) In order for a sinner to stand before the holy God, he needs a COVERING
(2) God Himself MUST provide the acceptable covering (Psalm 32:1; Proverbs 28:13; Revelation 3:18)

(3) The necessary covering could only be obtained by the DEATH of an INNOCENT victim

(4) This innocent victim is the SUBSTITUTE for the guilty sinner.

God established the above before Cain and Abel were born. Cain ignored them and offered his sacrifice the way he wanted. Abel accepted God’s verdict and offered in line with God’s established principle and example.
Abel brought his sacrifice by faith, believing that God was merciful and would accept the death of an innocent substitute in his place.

REDEMPTION BY FAITH

Hebrews 11:4; 9:14,22; Genesis 4:3-5; 3:21; Leviticus 17:11; Romans 3:25; 1 John 2:2; 1:7,9; Ephesians 1:7
“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain” (Hebrews 11:4). Abel’s offering is contrasted with Cain’s offering. Cain was the first to bring an offering to God. Although Cain’s offering preceded Abel’s offering, it was still rejected (Genesis 4:3-5). It needs to be said that the race is not to the swift (Ecclesiastes 9:11). Faith is far more important than speed in spiritual things.
Cain brought an offering of the direct fruit of the cursed ground. The offering was a bloodless sacrifice. This plainly rejects the need for blood atonement for personal sins and guilt. Cain hereby ignores his own sinfulness and personal need of God. Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins (Hebrews 9:22; Leviticus 17:11).
Cain’s offering was a wrong sacrifice brought in self-will, unbelief and rebellion. He ignored the divine precedent (Genesis 3:21).

Abel brought an offering of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof and God accepted the burnt offering (Genesis 4:4). Abel acknowledged his sinfulness and the need for atonement. He brought the RIGHT kind of sacrifice in the RIGHT attitude of heart – faith. This is the only way to forgiveness – forgiveness through the blood and received by faith.

“And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering. But unto Cain and to his offering, He had not respect” (Genesis 4:4,5).

The basis of approaching God is by BLOOD and FAITH acknowledging our guilt and sinfulness (Romans 3:25; Hebrews 9:14,22; 1 John 2:2; 1:7,9; Ephesians 1:7).

RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH

Hebrews 11:4; Romans 10:3-6,10; 3:22-26; 4:1-25; 9:30,31; Philippians 3:9; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23; Genesis 15:6
Once God accepted Abel’s offering, He justified him and Abel obtained God’s witness that he was righteous. Once the innocent victim dies in Abel’s place, he was redeemed and declared righteous.
Righteousness can never come by works. The only route into it is by faith. Personal works can only produce stinking morality (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:10,23). God’s righteousness comes through Christ and by faith, not by personal struggle and works (Romans 10:3-6,10; 3:22-26; 4:1-25; 9:30,31; Philippians 3:9; Galatians 3:6; James 2:23; Genesis 15:6).

When we repent and believe the gospel (Mark 1:15), we are acknowledging our need of a Saviour. Christ died in our place as the Lamb of God (Hebrews 2:9). He is the innocent victim, the innocent Substitute who died in our place. Now, faith stretches forth its hand and lays hold on the Redeemer. The sinner is pardoned and accepted by God, then he obtains witness that he is righteous. All who are justified and accepted by God (because of faith in our perfect Substitute and Saviour) also receive divine assurance in their hearts that they are forgiven, righteous and justified.
RECKONING BY THE FATHER

Hebrews 11:4; Genesis 4:4; Malachi 1:6-14; 3:8-12; Proverbs 3:9,10; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; Ezekiel 44:30
“God testifying of his gifts” (Hebrews 11:4). Abel’s sacrifice was recognized by God. God reckoned with Abel’s faith. God testified of his offering and sacrifice.
True faith will always offer “a more excellent sacrifice” (Hebrews 11:4). It is unbelief that makes men to offer the worst unto God. Abel brought of the FIRSTLINGS of his flock (Genesis 4:4). To bring the blind, maimed, rejected offering to God smacks of dishonour and unbelief (Malachi 1:6-14). To withhold your tithes is an evidence of unbelief. It means you do not believe that God will keep His word of blessing you in return (Malachi 3:8-12; Proverbs 3:9,10; Deuteronomy 26:1-15; Ezekiel 44:30).

Those who by faith offer “a more excellent sacrifice” always end up in God’s record. Consider the examples in scripture – the widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8-16), the boy with the lunch box (John 6:9), the Shunnamite woman (2 Kings 4:8-17), Mary of the alabaster box of ointment fame (John 12:1-8), the widow with the two mites, the Macedonian Christians (2 Corinthians 8:1-5; Philippians 4:10-19).

God will always testify of their gifts. Faith brings us into God’s record and reckoning and makes Him to testify of our life.

RECOMMENDATION OF HIS FAITH

Hebrews 11:4; 6:12; 12:1-4; Isaiah 51:1,2; Romans 15:3,4; 4:23,24; Numbers 13:30; 14:24; Joshua 14:12; 2 Corinthians 4:3.
“and by it he being dead yet speaketh” (Hebrews 11:4). Though Abel is physically dead today, yet the example of his living faith speaks volumes. By his faith in blood atonement he still preaches to men of such need.
By his offering a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, he is still encouraging us to offer our best to God. Abel’s faith shines through the modern darkness of unbelief and beckons to us to come up higher, to live a life  of commitment, to follow God’s precept and example.

Abel’s faith is speaking to us even today that we may not be the first to approach God but we can still be accepted if we approach God on his own terms and in His own way.

Abel is dead but his life and commitment, his action and faith, his offering and sacrifice still speak. Will you follow the recommendation of his faith?

