VICTORIOUS WARFARE THROUGH

PREVAILING PRAYER

Exodus 17:8-16

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools that God has placed at the disposal of the believer. Prayer moves the hands that move the world. Through it Elijah shut the heavens and through it he opened the heavens and rain descended. Spiritual warfare is the lot of all men but the believer can have the victory through prevailing prayer. The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.

When we pray, damage is done to the kingdom of the devil, prison doors are opened for Satan’s captives, oppressive yokes are broken and destroyed, spiritual battles are won and the works of the devil are destroyed.

Israel’s victory over the terrible Amalekites came as a result of the praying of Moses together with the backing of Aaron and Hur. We can do the same even today.

SPIRITUAL WARFARE IN PROGRESS Exodus 17:8

Deuteronomy 25:17-19; 2 Corinthians 2:11; 10:3-5; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Ephesians 6:10-12; 1 John 3:8; Matthew 16:16-18; Revelation 12:10,11.

The Amalekites came to fight with the Israelites in Rephidim. Whether Israel was ready for battle or interested in fighting was not the issue. Infact, Amalek fought Israel at their most vulnerable point when they were feeble, faint and weary after coming out of Egypt (Deuteronomy 25:17-19). The enemy specialises in exploiting weakness.

This is similar to the spiritual warfare we are engaged in. Whether we like to fight or not is not the issue, the devil will always bring the battle to our doorstep. He is like a roaring lion and ranging bear seeking whom to devour, he is walking to and fro the earth looking for preys (1 Peter 5:8,9).

Spiritual warfare is in progress. We wrestle not against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers. Don’t be found sleeping on guard. Watch and pray.

SAINTLY WISDOM IN PARTNERSHIP Exodus 17:9-12

Judges 20:11; 1 Samuel 14:6,7; 2 Kings 6:1-3; Ezra 10:4; Nehemiah 4:16,17; Matthew 18:19; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Psalm 133:1-3.

In the battle against the enemy, partnership is a mighty tool. Moses communed with Joshua and shared with him the battle plan. Joshua was to select men and take them to do physical battle with Amalek. Moses was to take another team and go to the mountaintop to pray. Victory depended on the success of the two parties.

Fighting without praying will result in utter defeat. However a prayer answering God needs battle axes to effect victory. Fight and pray. Watch and pray. Work and pray. Sowing seeds without prayer may result in no harvest for the devourer may devour all. Praying without sowing seed will produce no harvest for God needs a seed to multiply.

Two heads are better than one. A three-fold cord is not easily broken. Partnership in spiritual warfare is bound to produce great results. It is our wisdom to work together rather than individually.

SINGULAR WEAKNESS IN PRAYER Exodus 17:11,12

2 Kings 13:18,19; Luke 18:1-8; Hebrews 12:12,13; Isaiah 35:3,4; 59:16; 64:7; James 4:2; Genesis 32:3-32; Joshua 9:14-19; Ezekiel 22:30.

Moses went to the mountaintop to pray. His effective prayer brought results on the battlefield. However whenever he was weak and sagging in prayer, the enemy struck back. There were times when his hands being heavy, he let them down and the enemy prevailed at such moments.

Many battles have been lost through weakness in prayer. The lone believer has no one to help him when he is weak and the devil can prevail against him at such low points in his life. Note that the devil can prevail against a foolish, lone-ranging believer but not against a united body of Christ since the gates of hell cannot prevail against the church.

What a lesson for us that Moses was not alone. Aaron and Hur were with him and came to the rescue in his times of weakness.

