THE DEVICES OF THE DEVIL

2 Corinthians 2:11

The christian engaged in spiritual warfare cannot afford to be careless about his spiritual life. The devil will exploit every available loophole to his advantage. However we must be on guard and must remember the memorable words of the hymn-writer that soldiers who are fighting for Jesus must never be found sleeping on guard.

The Greek word translated “devices” is the word “noema” meaning the thoughts, purposes, plans, strategies and designs of the devil. The word is translated thought (2 Corinthians 10:5); devices (2 Corinthians 2:11); and minds (2 Corinthians 3:14; 4:4; 11:3; Philippians 4:7).

The devil will take advantage of every failure of the christian using it to get into his life and cause his downfall (1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 Peter 5:8,9; Ephesians 6:10-18; Judges 16:1-25).

DESCRIPTION OF SATAN’S DEVICES

2 Corinthians 2:11; 6:14-18; Hosea 4:6; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 1:19,20; James 4:4; 1:22-25; John 14:30; Revelation 3:15-18; Amos 6:1; 1 Samuel 12:23.

(a) Ignorance (2 Corinthians 2:11; 1:8; Romans 1:13; 11:25; 1 Corinthians 10:1; 12:1; 1 Thessalonians 4:13)

Ignorance is one of the devil’s favourite methods of keeping people in bondage. Many are under the devil’s oppression, obsession, and possession and don’t even realise it. They continue to seek physical solutions to problems that are completely spiritual. The devil takes advantage of the ignorance of believers to unleash his havoc (Hosea 4:6).

(b) Error (1 Timothy 4:1-3; 1:19,20; 6:20,21; 2 Timothy 2:16-18)

Those that the devil cannot keep in ignorance, he leads them into wrong knowledge – error, false doctrines, doctrines of devils etc. They will still remain in bondage in this state.

(c) Worldliness and compromise (James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17; John 14:30)

The devil knows that one of the quickest ways of making the christian to loose divine favour is worldliness for friendship with the world is enmity with God (James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17). If the prince of this world comes and finds his property (like his gadgets of adultery and instruments of seduction – lipstick, mini-skirts, slit-skirts, topless, perming and bleaching creams, etc. or his curious arts like horoscope, etc.) in your possession, you are a candidate for his oppression (John 14:30).

(d) Lukewarmness and lethargy (Revelation 3:15-18; Amos 6:1)

The lukewarm christian will be spewed out of God’s Kingdom and loose all the benefits of the Kingdom. Only woe is reserved to those that are at ease in Zion.

(e) Sifting and forgetfulness (Matthew 13:1-30; Luke 11:28; 22:31,32; James 1:22-25)

The devil specialises in sifting the word of God from people’s heart. He uproots the sown seed and sows tares in their place. Forgetful hearers of God’s word never benefit from the word, the resources of Christ are never theirs to enjoy.

(f) Prayerlessness and carelessness (1 Samuel 12:23)

The prayerless believer will be a powerless, defeated believer. Carelessness about our christian life, not consciously cultivating it but just leaving it hoping that by and by things will be alright. Remember that weeds will soon take over an uncultivated garden!

(g) Unequal yoke and evil friendship (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 Corinthians 15:33)

Unequal yoke will turn the Lord’s face against you and neutralise your effectiveness. Evil communication will surely corrupt good manners. Subtle friendship between members of the opposite sexes in the local church is a deadly trap. The church is not a dating agency!

DESTRUCTION OF SATAN’S DEVICES

John 8:32; Romans 12:1,2,11; Galatians 2:20; Isaiah 64:7; 60:1; Ephesians 5:14; Hebrews 2:1-4; James 1:22-25; Luke 21:36; 18:1-8; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Job 23:12; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 2:11.

(a) Knowledge (Hosea 4:6; 2 Corinthians 2:11)

Knowledge is the solution to ignorance. Knowledge of the devil’s devices will help us to know how to avoid the traps. The ignorant will fall into the traps all the time.

(b) Truth (John 8:32; Ephesians 1:17-23,3; 3:20)

Truth is the antidote against error. The truth that you know will set you free.

(c) Consecration and commitment (Romans 12:11; Galatians 2:20)

Consecration to serve God with our whole being is the way out of worldliness. Commitment to God’s standard even in the face of opposition is the only solution to compromise. Stand up and be counted among the faithful.

(d) Fervency and earnestness (Romans 12:11; Isaiah 64:7; 60:1; Ephesians 5:14)

Fervency in the things of the Lord and earnestness for righteousness will combat lukewarmness and lethargy. Make a conscious, determined effort to stir up yourself to take hold of God. Awake to righteousness. Arise and shine. Shake up yourself from slumber.

(e) Decision to hear, retain and obey (Matthew 13:1-30; John 8:47; Hebrews 2:1-4; James 1:22-25)

The quality of our heart determines whether we retain God’s word or not. The wayside heart cannot. The worldly heart will ultimately be fruitless for the thorns will choke up the growing word. Make a conscious effort to remember. Take heed to what you hear and how you hear.

(f) Prayer and seriousness (Luke 21:26; 18:1-8; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Job 23:12)

Pray without ceasing. Men ought always to pray and not to faint. Victory is not automatic – there is a process to follow to obtain it. Take your spiritual life serious. Give it the priority it deserves. Desire God’s word more than your necessary food.

(g) Severance of all ungodly alliances (2 Corinthians 6:14-18)

Ungodly, unrighteous alliances will always be a trap to your soul. Delilah will always destroy Samson and Jezebel will never be a blessing to Ahab. Outlandish women will always cause Solomon to go astray from God. Every evil alliance is a spiritual time bomb!

