THE PASTOR AND PRAYER

Prayer is to the spiritual life what breathing is to the physical life. Just as difficulty in breathing makes life to be very unpalatable so also difficulty in prayer will result in a spiritual life laden with problems at the best or a defeated spiritual life at the worst.

Every christian ought to pray. ALL flesh are meant to come unto a prayer-answering God (Psalm 65:2). God expects men will pray EVERY WHERE (1 Timothy 2:8). Prayer is as essential in the developed West as in the underdeveloped and developing Third World. Human advancement will never eliminate the need for prayer.

PASTORAL RESPONSIBILITY IN PRAYER

Ezekiel 3:17,15; 1:1; 33:1-7; 22:30,31; Isaiah 21:6-9,11,12; 62:6; 59:16; Romans 1:9,10; Ephesians 1:15-23; 3:14-21; Philippians 1:3,4; Colossians 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 1:2; Exodus 32:7-14.

Every pastor is called first to pray and then to preach, first to supplicate to God and then to speak for God (Acts 6:4). To pray and not to preach is like clearing the ground but refusing to sow seeds. No harvest can be expected. To preach without first praying is to sow seeds among thorns. No harvest can be expected as well as the thorns will choke up that which is planted (Matthew 13:7,22).

Every pastor is called to be a watchman over God’s flock. One of the responsibilities of the watchman is to intercede for the people. He is to sit where the people sit, feel the impact of their pains and represent them before the throne of grace and then declare unto them the mind of God (Ezekiel 3:17,15; 1:1; 33:1-7; Isaiah 21:6,11,12; 62:6). When the watchman sees approaching trouble, he is to stand in gap for the people and then sound an alarm so that they can escape the danger (Ezekiel 33:1-7; 22:30,31; Isaiah 21:6-9; 59:16).

Paul stood in the gap as an effective watchman over God’s flock (Romans 1:9,10; Ephesians 1:15-23; 3:14-21; Philippians 1:3,4; Colossians 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 1:2). Moses interceded for the people under his pastoral leadership (Exodus 32:7-14).

PASTORAL RESOLVE TO PRAY

Acts 6:4; 1 Samuel 12:23; Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Matthew 26:41; Mark 14:38; Luke 21:36; 1 Peter 4:7.

It is very easy to leave the place of prayer and the preaching of the word and be carried away with serving tables (Acts 6:1,2). Not that serving tables is bad but there are higher priorities for the pastor to concentrate upon. What use beautifying the face if the heart is dead? First things first!

The apostles resolved to pray: “But we will give ourselves CONTINUALLY to prayer, and to the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4). The word continually implies that prayer was to be a lifestyle for them not just an occasional exercise.

Except we decide and resolve to pray, we will never pray. The flesh has a natural aversion to prayer. The moment it is time to pray, the body usually becomes uneasy, innumerable distractions immediately surface. The mouth will rather prefer to tell stories than to travail in supplication, the eyes will rather close in sleep than in prayer.

However every pastor must resolve like Samuel to pray: “Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you” (1 Samuel 12:23). Every minister needs to pray without ceasing and without season (Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17).

“Watch and pray” is not an advice but a commandment and a mandate (Matthew 26:41; Mark 14:38; Luke 21:36; 1 Peter 4:7). Prayer is not an option for the pastor. It is the lifeline and the lifeblood of a successful and fruitful ministry.

PASTORAL REQUEST FOR PRAYER

1 Thessalonians 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1; Hebrews 13:18; Romans 15:30-32; Ephesians 6:18,19; 1 Timothy 2:1,2

Apostle Paul was highly endowed with anointing and power. Divine revelations were in abundance in his life. He prayed much and depended on the Lord for a fruitful ministry. Yet a recurring request which he made to saints everywhere was “pray for us” (1 Thessalonians 5:25; 2 Thessalonians 3:1; Hebrews 13:18; Romans 15:30-32; Ephesians 6:18,19). If Paul needed the prayers of the saints, every pastor needs the prayers of the believers that they oversee.

During the few hours leading to calvary, Christ our Great Master requested for the apostles to watch with Him in prayer (Matthew 26:36-44). If our Lord and Saviour ever needed the prayer support of the disciples at such a crucial point in His earthly life, we need the prayer support of the brethren at all times.

Believers are enjoined to pray for kings and all that are in authority. Pastors should be at the frontline of leaders that we should pray for (1 Timothy 2:1,2).

