THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM

Matthew 16:13-19

Christ’s ministry was so successful and irresistible by the devil because He had the keys of the kingdom. He used the keys to open the prison doors for Satan’s captives so they could enjoy their God-given freedom. He used the keys to lock up roaming evil spirits as He bound them so that their sphere of spiritual influence is restricted.

He has promised to give unto us these same keys of the kingdom so that we can exercise spiritual authority and power in effective binding and loosing.

This is a great privilege indeed and we ought to be like the merchant that sold all he had to buy the pearl of great price (Matthew 13:45,46). Our priority and focus should be to receive these keys of the kingdom that spell deliverance and dominion.

SPIRITUAL REVELATION AND CONFESSION Matthew 16:13-17

1 Corinthians 12:3; 2:7-16; Amos 3:7; Daniel 2:22; John 15:15; Ephesians 1:9,10.

All of us must individually answer Christ’s searching and far-reaching question: “whom say ye that I am?” What we become spiritually depends on the answer we come up with. Shallow insight and conviction will give rise to a shaky spiritual life but deep insight and revelation will give such stability and solidity to our christian life and faith that not even the devil can shake.

Is Jesus just a great philosopher, a good man, a wise religious leader or one of the powerful ancient prophets to you? Or is Jesus the Christ, the Son of the Living God? Who is Jesus to you? Is He your Saviour and Lord? Is He your redeemer and deliverer?

Revelation always precedes inspiration and great confession. Only God can truly reveal to us who Jesus is. Confession that comes from the head is only mental and produces no result. It has no spiritual consequence. However the confession that is rooted deep in the heart, that comes as a result of revelation from heaven produces mighty spiritual results. Such revelation precedes our reception of power and authority. Nobody can truly say that Jesus is Lord except by the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 12:3).

SOLID ROCK OF THE CHURCH Matthew 16:18

1 Corinthians 3:10,11; Acts 4:11,12; Ephesians 2:20,21; Matthew 21:42; 7:24-27; Psalm 118:28; Proverbs 18:10; Revelation 12:11; Isaiah 28:16.

This verse has caused controversy and confusion in the church universal from generation to generation. Christ used two different Greek words – Petros meaning “a fragment of a rock” and Petra meaning “an immovable stone (rock)”. “Thou art Petros, and upon this Petra I will build my church”. Peter is the small pebble, the fragment of a rock. Christ is the immovable rock. (In fact Peter moved a little while later to prove that he was not the immovable rock. He denied Christ thrice!).

It is Christ that builds His church, we are blocks in the building, stones in the temple, labourers in the vineyard, workers together with Him (1 Corinthians 3:9,10; 1 Peter 2:1-9).

Christ – His personality, blood, name, authority etc. – is the solid rock upon which the church is founded and truly the gates of hell cannot prevail against the church. The name of the Lord provides safety from the attack of the enemy, the blood of Jesus is the weapon of our victory (Proverbs 18:10; Revelation 12:11). 

The local church that is built on Christ will stand all the spiritual attacks of Satan but the one founded upon the false foundation of entertainment, human personality, good music, good architecture, other hidden spiritual agenda will ultimately not stand (Matthew 7:24-27).

SYMBOLIC REPRESENTATION BY CHRIST Matthew 16:19

Isaiah 22:22; Revelation 3:7; Matthew 18:18-20; Luke 10:19; Mark 16:15-20.

Keys are symbolic of authority and power (Isaiah 22:22; Revelation 3:7). The keys of the kingdom of heaven symbolically represent the power and authority to do the works of Christ (Matthew 18:18; 16:15-20; John 14:12-15).

It is important to note that it is Christ who willingly gives the keys: “And I will give unto thee …”. He so much wants us to exercise power and authority that He has decided to give even before we ever think of asking. Are we willing and ready to receive?

SURE REIGN OF THE CONQUEROR Matthew 16:19

Matthew 18:18-20; 12:29; John 20:23; Acts 13:10,11; 8:5-8; 16:16-21; Luke 10:19; 13:12-16; Mark 7:32-35; 5:1-20; 3:27.

If we ever receive the keys of the kingdom that He has promised, we will live and reign as kings. Ours will be a life of victory and overcoming.

“WHATSOEVER we bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and WHATSOEVER we loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven”.

We can loose those that Satan has bound (Luke 13:12-16; Mark 7:32-35; 5:1-20). We can bind those that Satan has loosed to wrought havoc in the world whether they be demons or human agents of the devil (Acts 13:10,11; 8:5-8; 16:16-21; John 20:23; Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27).

