STAND FAST IN CHRIST’S LIBERTY

Galatians 5:1-14

The Galatian church started the christian race on a good note but they slowed down along the way and in fact they almost went into a complete detour having left the track earmarked for the race: “Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?” (Galatians 5:7).

They have been zealously affected but in a bad, negative and unprofitable way (Galatians 4:17,18). They allowed themselves to be bewitched. They left the platform of grace to concentrate on the tabernacle of law. They started in faith and the Spirit but expected to be perfected by works and the flesh. They lost their simplicity in Christ (Galatians 3:1-14; 1:6).

However following restoration and re-conversion (Galatians 4:19), the apostle underlined the nature of our freedom in Christ in contrast to the bondage outside Christ (Galatians 4:21-31).

However to secure freedom is good and important. But to stand fast in that liberty is indispensable (Galatians 5:1).

GOD’S COMMANDMENT AND MANDATE

Galatians 5:1; 2 Thessalonians 2:15,2; 1 Corinthians 16:13; Proverbs 23:23; Philippians 2:12; John 15:1-8; Ezekiel 33:12-15; 1 Chronicles 28:9.

“Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled AGAIN with the yoke of bondage” (Galatians 5:1).

This is both a divine commandment and a mandate. This verse is loaded with tremendous truth and principles of God’s word:

(1) That we enjoy liberty implies that we were once entangled with the yoke of bondage – consider the word “AGAIN”.

(2) It is possible through ignorance, deliberate action etc. (2 Corinthians 2:11; Hebrews 10:26) to loose our liberty and be entangled AGAIN with the yoke of bondage. Security in Christ is dependent upon our continual abiding (John 15:1-8; Ezekiel 33:12-15; 1 Chronicles 28:9). There is no blanket eternal security!

(3) We cannot deliver ourselves from bondage, it took God to set us free. Ours is a “liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free”.

(4) There is no monopoly on divine liberty –  “Christ hath made US free”. God’s liberty is for ALL who will receive.

(5) Even an apostle is not excluded for ALL have sinned. The writer included himself in the liberty -- “Christ hath made US free”.

(6) It is our responsibility to “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made US free”. God will not do that for us. We must work out our own salvation with trembling and fear (Philippians 2:12).

(7) Because of the ease with which it is possible to loose the freedom, we must “stand FAST THEREFORE in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made US free”. Consider how the Galatians slipped from grace and the gospel unto another gospel. The dividing line is so thin. Watch!

(8) The word is not an optional advice but a divine mandate if we ever hope to remain free and enjoy the God-given liberty (2 Thessalonians 2:15,2; 1 Corinthians 16:13).

Freedom comes through the knowledge of the truth. Therefore buy the truth and sell it not (John 8:32,36; Proverbs 23:23).

GODLY COMMITMENT AND MOTIVATION

Galatians 5:2-14,24; 2:2; 6:14; 1 Corinthians 8:9-13; 16:15; Romans 13:14; John 13:13-15; 1 John 3:16-18; 2:15-17; Acts 13:36; Ephesians 4:27.

To cling to the relics of the law is to have fallen from grace and to forfeit all the benefits in Christ (Galatians 5:2-12).

We have been called unto liberty but many people mistake anarchy, lawlessness and rebellion for liberty. True liberty is not a license to do as you like but the power to act and live as God intends.

False liberty is selfish – sees liberty as an occasion to serve the flesh (self). True liberty is selfless – sees liberty as an opportunity to serve others (Galatians 5:13,14). True liberty edifies others but false liberty becomes a stumblingblock to others (1 Corinthians 8:9-13; Romans 13:14).

To be truly free is to be free from bondage to self, the world and the devil. You will possess the grace and courage to say no to sinful lifestyle, worldly dressing, selfish materialism, devilish motivations, etc.

You will want to gladly spend and be spent for God’s people (2 Corinthians 12:15), you will want to serve the brethren (Galatians 5:13; John 13:13-15; 1 John 3:16-18; Acts 13:36), you will be addicted to the ministry of the saints (1 Corinthians 16:15).

The flesh, the world and the devil are the greatest enemies of liberty. In order to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, we have to fight against the three. We must keep the flesh under and not allow ourselves to be overcome by it. We must not make provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof (Galatians 5:24; 2:20; Romans 6:6; 13:14; 12:21; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 2 Peter 2:19,20). We must not love the world and the things that are in the world. Be crucified to the world. Worldliness will always choke and nullify the effectiveness of God’s word in our lives (1 John 2:15-17; Matthew 13:7,22; Galatians 6:14). We must not give place to the devil (Ephesians 4:27; 6:11; James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:9).

GREAT CONSOLATION FOR MINISTERS

Galatians 5:1; 1 Thessalonians 3:8; 1:2-7; 2:1,8,13,14; 3 John 3,4; 2 John 4; Romans 1:8-12; 1 Corinthians 1:4-10; Philippians 1:3-5; Colossians 1:3,4; 2 Thessalonians 1:3,4; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Philemon 4-7.

What is the gain or profit of a gospel minister if members of his congregation stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ makes free? “For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 3:8).

That christians walk in the light of the gospel, walk in the liberty of calvary, walk in the newness of life is the great consolation of gospel ministers (3 John 3,4; 2 John 4; Romans 1:8-12; 1 Corinthians 1:4-10; Philippians 1:3-5; Colossians 1:3,4; 1 Thessalonians 1:2-7; 2:1,8,13,14; 2 Thessalonians 1:3,4; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Philemon 4-7).

