STANDING IN THE GAP

Standing in the gap as used in the scriptures is akin to fighting battles on another’s behalf, winning the victory for other people’s benefit.

Examples of this abound in the scriptures. Abraham stood in the gap for Sodom and Gomorha (Genesis 18:16-33), Moses did for Israel (Exodus 32:9-14; Psalm 106:23), Samuel did for Israel (1 Samuel 7:5,8-10), Esther for the Jews (Esther 4:16), Joab played the man for the people (2 Samuel 10:12) and Jesus tasted death for every man (Hebrews 2:9).

Today, standing in the gap takes the form of intercessory prayer.

UNIQUE SOURCE OF POWER AND MIGHT

Isaiah 40:31; Exodus 17:8-13; James 5:13-16; Genesis 25:21; 2 Kings 6:17; John 11:44; Ephesians 6:18.

Prayer in general and intercessory prayer in particular is a unique source of power and might. Prayer is the neglected power source of the church. Just as seven days make one week, so do seven days without prayer make one weak.

Waiting on the Lord in prayer and fasting brings renewal of strength and increase of might (Isaiah 40:31). Moses’ intercession for Israel on the mount brought power for victory over the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-13).

Prayer moves the hands that move the world. The power of prayer was manifested in the lives of Elijah (James 5:16), Isaac (Genesis 25:21), Elisha (2 Kings 6:17), Jesus (John 11:44), etc.

Prayer can change the course of a nation and turn situations around. Victory and dominion in the local church rests to a large extent on the power of prayer.

God is searching for men to raise up as a mighty praying force, prayer warriors that can pull down strongholds of the devil. Will He find you?

UNIVERSAL SEARCH FOR PRAYING MEN

Ezekiel 22:30; 13:5; Isaiah 59:4,16; 58:12; 6:8; Jeremiah 5:1; 15:1; Psalm 106:23; 1 Chronicles 29:5.

God “sought for a man among THEM, that should make up the hedge, and STAND IN THE GAP before me FOR THE LAND, that I should not destroy it: BUT I found NONE” (Ezekiel 22:30).

It is instructive to note the universal search that God conducted. He looked among the spiritual leaders (prophets and priests) but found none. The prophets and priests were as bad as the sinners. He searched among political giants (princes) but found none. He looked at the rank and file of the people and they were no better.

None of the prophets, priests, princes and people qualified (Ezekiel 22:22-29). The lifestyle of all the people made it impossible for any of them to qualify for God’s assignment of standing in the gap (Ezekiel 22:1-12).

God is still searching for those who will stand in the gap for continents, nations, cities, communities, churches, families, individuals, etc. Will He find you? Do you qualify? Are you pure and available?

God’s question is still sounding loud and clear: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us”? (Isaiah 6:8). Will your response be like Isaiah’s: “Here am I, send me”?
UNUSUAL SEVERITY OF PUNITIVE MEASURES

Ezekiel 22:30,31; 7:3,4; 9:10; 16:43; Isaiah 59:4,16; Jeremiah 5:1; Psalm 106:23.

God’s reason for searching for men to stand in the gap is so that He will not destroy the land (Ezekiel 22:30). It is therefore to be expected that if He cannot find anybody to stand in the gap, that destruction will follow as the next verse definitely affirms:

“Therefore have I poured out mine indignation upon them, I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord God” (Ezekiel 22:31).

Total destruction always follows the absence of those who can stand in the gap (Psalm 106:23).

