PULLING DOWN SATANIC STRONGHOLDS

2 Corinthians 10:3-7

The devil is not a grandfather handing out gifts unto his posterity, he is a personality whose sole purpose is the destruction and ruin of mankind. Even the devil’s best intentions are still ruinous. All the edifices and structures that the devil has erected are only good for pulling down. None of them are to the advantage of man.

Families without peace, trust, children etc., irresponsible husbands without compassion for either their wives or children, political despots without regard for human lives, national councils with a penchant for passing corrupt laws and edicts, false prophets with large followings etc. are some of the activities that Satan has vested interest in.

We must pull down the satanic strongholds in our lives, in our church and community (Jeremiah 1:10).

REALITIES OF SATANIC STRONGHOLDS

2 Corinthians 10:3-7; Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27; Job 1:6-22; 2:1-7; Psalm 11:2; 64:3-7; 1 Chronicles 4:9,10; 2 Samuel 13:1-20.

Strongholds are fortresses or bulwarks built for either of two purposes: (i) protective purpose to shelter citizens at the time of trouble (Judges 9:51,52; Psalm 61:3); watchmen placed to guard a vineyard or security of shepherds and to keep marauders away (Isaiah 1:2,8; 5:2; 2 Kings 17:9; 2 Chronicles 26:10; Matthew 21:33). Protective strongholds or strong towers were always part of the defences of fortified cities (2 Chronicles 14:7; Nehemiah 3:1). (ii) offensive purpose (Isaiah 23:13).

In the Old Testament, strongholds were usually physical but they illustrate things about spiritual strongholds. The name of the Lord is a strong tower (a protective stronghold), the righteous run into it and are safe (Proverbs 18:10).

Satan has built both protective and offensive strongholds for spiritual warfare: (i) protective strongholds around those already in his bondage so that they will be under his perpetual domination (Matthew 12:29; Mark 3:27) (ii) offensive strongholds to fight against those who have not yet come under his control. He shoots arrows at them secretly to wound them or intimidate them in order to get them into captivity (Job 2:1-7; Psalm 11:2; 64:3-7).

Satanic strongholds are so vivid and real as we look into the lives of many people and his activities in the community and the contemporary church. Some satanic strongholds are:

(1) Strong spirit of suspicion, confusion and discouragement in a local church to prevent the salvation of sinners, the edification of saints and the progress of the church no matter the pastoral effort.

(2) Lack of progress in life no matter what is done to rectify the situation (1 Chronicles 4:9,10).

(3) Regular, unexplainable happenings, mysterious death of family members, etc. (Job 1:6-22; 2:1-7)

(4) Unreasonable, overpowering, compulsive habits that defy reason and willpower (2 Samuel 13:1-20).

RESOURCES FOR SPIRITUAL DOMINION

2 Corinthians 10:3-7; Ephesians 6:11-17; Revelation 12:11; 1 Samuel 17:45-51; Mark 16:17; Matthew 16:19; 18:18; James 5:16-18

In the spiritual battle against the devil, we do not employ carnal, fleshly, physical weapons. Our weapons and resources are spiritual and God-given. The weapons of our warfare include:

(1) The whole armour of God (Ephesians 6:11-17)

This consists of six elements: (i) the belt of truth (ii) the breastplate of righteousness (iii) the sandals of the gospel of peace (iv) the shield of faith (v) the helmet of salvation (vi) the sword of the Spirit.

(2) The name of Jesus (1 Samuel 17:45-51)

(3) The blood of Jesus (Revelation 12:11)

(4) Effectual, fervent prayer (Matthew 16:19; 18:18; James 5:16-18)

(5) The believer’s confession of faith (Revelation 12:11)

ROAD TO SPIRITUAL DOMINION

2 Corinthians 10:3-7; Ephesians 6:12-18; James 4:7; Matthew 16:19; 18:18; Isaiah 43:26; Revelation 12:11; Numbers 14:28; Hebrews 10:23.

Our resources are not ornaments to display or just admire. They are to be used in the spiritual conflict, battle and warfare that we are engaged in (2 Corinthians 10:3-7). The fight of faith, spiritual wrestling and boxing demand that we do not spare the opponent – the devil, the arch enemy of our souls. We use all our available resources, skill and strength to defeat the enemy.

Put on the whole armour of God and face the enemy (Ephesians 6:12-18). Resist the devil and he will flee from you (James 4:7). Bind the evil spirits using the name and the blood of Jesus (Matthew 16:19; 18:18).

Pray in faith and with confidence. Pray with fervency and earnestness. Declare the word “it is written” so that you can be justified (Isaiah 43:26). Maintain your confession of faith to enjoy continual dominion over Satan and all his devices (Revelation 12:11; Numbers 14:28; Hebrews 10:23).

